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"Enjoyed your exhibits very much. Keep innovating!"
– KPM visitor from Dulden, CA

From the Executive Director

DAN JOYCE, KENOSHA PUBLIC MUSEUMS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, ARCHAEOLOGIST AND MILITARY HISTORIAN

It is always a daunting task to develop new, permanent exhibits. These are the exhibits that are expensive to create but last
for many, many years. The cost is always high, the risk and reward great, and the mountain of details daunting. The last
major permanent exhibit that we created was "The Fiery Trial" at the Civil War Museum in 2008. In 2017, after many years
of delay, we started on one at the Kenosha Public Museum.
In 1999, two years before the new KPM opened, we designed a permanent exhibit called "Our Global Home" for the
second floor that would take the regional timeline story downstairs and expand it to a global scale. On the first floor, we
talk about the flora, fauna, and eventually people of the Midwest. Upstairs we had planned to look at portions of the rest of
the world’s flora, fauna, and people. We would emphasize areas where we had strong collections - West Africa, New
Guinea, the South American wetlands, and American Indian cultures outside the Midwest. Since many of the cultural items
were collected almost 100 years ago and these reflect the culture at that time, our plan was to have the outer ring of the
room hold historical cultural collections, while a room in the center of the gallery would be dedicated to what those same
areas are like today. This would illustrate how cultures and environments, for better or worse, change over time.
Well, long story short, we did not have enough money to build this exhibit and open it with the new building. Instead, we
used the "West Gallery" as a temporary exhibit gallery for many years. In 2007, the project became part of the Capital
Improvement Budget, but was again put off year after year. It was finally funded for 2016 and 2017!
The first thing that we did was look back at the 1999
conceptual design of "Our Global Home." Immediately
we decided that while it was a great concept, almost
two decades had passed and interpretation in exhibits
had changed dramatically. It was time for a new approach.

Artist’s rendering of new Kenosha Public Museum exhibit, "Cabinets of Curiosity"

With that decision made, we started working with
Taylor Studios, an exhibit design firm we’ve worked
with in the past. After much analysis of our collections,
reviewing the needs of the school curriculum, many
other considerations and endless meetings, we
decided the emphasis of the exhibit would be the
nature of science. This is the story of how science
became a way to understand the world around us. Our
strengths in artifacts and animal mounts would be
utilized to tell the story.

So, how would we bring animal mounts and artifacts from different cultures into the exhibit? We start with Europeans
exploring the world, bringing back souvenirs, displaying them in "Cabinets of Curiosity" and trying to make sense of what
they found by comparing like specimens from different parts of the world and devising classification systems.
The next step was to figure out how to take this concept and turn it into a physical exhibit. We decided visitors would walk
through a timeline cabinet where they travel from the 1500s to the modern development of museums and science. The
cabinet of curiosity evolves into a museum, at first cluttered and eclectic, eventually ordered and classified. Along the way
you see how science develops. Exiting the cabinet, visitors come into an area where we investigate ecosystems and show
how the scientific method is applied by local researchers in both local and global situations. Platforms hold taxidermy
animals from each ecosystem, a Beluga whale skeleton and a South American dugout hang from the ceiling. The cases hold
more treasures. Here we educate the public about the science that helps us explore our amazing world. Our staff has been hard
at work and will be through the end of the year. The exhibit will open in January 2019 so stay tuned!
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"A fabulous museum! I learned things I did not know."
– CWM visitor from Israel

Museums Development
LISA DRETSKE, DEVELOPMENT MANAGER

The Development Division oversees all fund raising functions for
the Museums and works with the Friends of the Museums and the
Museums Foundation to strengthen the financial future of the
museums. The department has one full time and one part time
position.

OPERATING FUNDS
Annual Fund . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$36,608
CWM Veterans Bricks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,400
KPM Jubilee Bricks . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$1,400
Total Operating Revenues Contributed . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$41,408

SPECIAL FUNDS
Mary Frost Ashley Charitable Trust . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
Restoration of the Taft Dioramas
Helen Bader Philanthropies . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$10,000
Spark! Programs
LaFave Fund, Kenosha Community Foundation . . . . . . . . .$2500
American Indian studies and programming
Miilwaukee Civil War Round Table
and Iron Brigade Association . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$2100
Civil War Museum programming

ATTENDANCE
ALL THREE MUSEUMS:

281,629
 up 21,686 over 2016
Visitors from
48 states and 18 countries

Top referral sources include
family/friends, Internet,
walk/drive by

KPM: 160,889 - up 13.5%
CWM: 80,664 - up 6%
DDM: 40,076 - down 4%
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"I have to say this is one of the best spots to visit! And it is free!"
– KPM visitor from Horicon, WI

External Relations
KRISTINE CAMILLI, EXTERNAL RELATIONS MANAGER

The External relations Division directs all marketing and advertising efforts, recruits and orients all volunteers
and coordinates all facility rentals for the Museums. The department has one full-time and two part-time positions.

Advertising

Facility Rentals

208 Facility Rental Events
◼ $71,256 in revenue (includes
$5,100 paid in 2018 for 2017
events)
◼ 23,465 attendees
◼
◼
◼
◼

124 Events at KPM ($40,574)
68 Events at CWM ($25,633)
12 Events at KPM & CWM ($3,500)
3 Events at DDM ($850)

◼ 10 Weddings generated $24,202
(36%)
◼ 54 Parties generated $19,655
(30%)
◼ 77 Meetings generated $11,674
(18%)
◼ 20 TWSA events generated $6,600
(10%)
◼ 12 Other events generated $4,025
(6%)
◼ 35 City department complimentary
events (0%)
472 rental requests were taken via
phone, email and in person

110 ads targeted Wisconsin and Illinois residents and visitors to the area:
◼ 29 full page ads promoted exhibits, programs, camps, CWM and
the three museums in general
◼ 12 half or quarter page ads promoted workshops, rentals, exhibits,
the art fair and CWM
◼ 58 smaller print ads promoted the memorial fund, CWM, KPM and DDM
◼ 6 digital ads promoted programs, camps and KPM
◼ 4 Facebook ads promoted workshops and events
◼ 50 weekly radio spots on WLIP promoted upcoming exhibits,
events, programs and classes
◼ Yearly online profiles were renewed for KACVB (targeting visitors),
Circle Wisconsin (adult tour groups), TheKnot.com (facility rentals)
◼ 8 exhibit posters and 5 event posters were printed and distributed
◼ 4 postcards were designed, printed and mailed to
members/donors promoting Travel Adventure Series, TWSA and
Bell U’omo, FOM Annual Dinner, and Memento Mori
◼ Museum staff represented the museums at 11 First Friday events at
the travel plaza
◼ Details regarding 13 exhibits, 276 programs, 76 workshops, and 37
camps were uploaded to 14 regional online calendars and sent to
media contacts throughout the country
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"This is the best museum ever! Put me on your email list!"
– CWM visitor from Milwaukee, WI

External Relations (Continued)
Social Media

Websites

◼

KenoshaPublicMuseum.org
◼ 3,493 average visits per month
◼ Top referral sources include
visitkenosha.com,
destinationwisconsinwedding.com,
duckduckgo.com, theknot.com

◼
◼
◼

◼
◼
◼
◼

◼
◼
◼
◼

3,388 people like the
KPM Facebook page
(23% increase)
259 posts
939 - average number of
people reached per post
The highest reach was from a
post of a Lake Michigan rock
guide (6,075 people)
15 - average number of clicks
per post
The highest click rate was from
a post sharing the Potter Family
Event (165)
2,798 people like the
CWM Facebook page
(12% increase)
168 posts
638 - average number of
people reached per post
The highest reach was from a
shared article about Gettysburg
home video (5,361 people)
6 - average number of clicks per
post
The highest click rate was from
A Victorian Christmas post (46)
2,521 people like the
DDM Facebook page
(26% increase)
152 posts
797 average number of people
reached per post
The highest reach was from a
“Periods you know the most about
dinos” meme (8,045 people)
12 - average number of clicks
per post
The highest click rate was from
a post sharing the Dinos in the
Dark Event (162)
277 people follow the
Kenosha Museums
Instagram page

41,917 visits to

28,337

visits to
DinosaurDiscoveryMuseum.org
◼ 2,361 average visits per month
◼ Top referral sources include
chicagokids.com,
visitkenosha.com,
miltownmoms.com

26,730

visits to
TheCivilWarMuseum.org
◼ 2,228 average visits per month
◼ Top referral sources include
visitkenosha.com, civilwar.org,
duckduckgo.com
933 total online registrations
◼ 158 different workshops and
events registered online
◼ $27,118 revenue from online
registrations
◼ Museum Crawl
was the Top Earner
and Top Seller
($5,110 from 130
registrations)

Branding

DDM brand/logo was developed
◼ The new brand reflects the
image of an interactive museum
targeted toward families

KPM brand/logo was developed
◼ The new brand reflects the
image of a significant venue
and destination for people of
all ages to come for social and
education purposes

Volunteers

142 volunteers
9,200 volunteer hours
◼ The equivalent of 4.5 full time
employees
◼ Volunteer ages range from
11-93 years old
◼ Volunteers
help with
greeting,
Field
Station
operations,
education
programs,
special
events,
group
programs,
office work,
mascot representatives, and more
◼ 37 new volunteers started in
2017 (from 45 applications)
◼ Recruiting was done through
college campuses, local clubs,
KAFASI and newspaper press
releases

Travel Adventure Series
891 people enjoyed 6 travelogues.

Page 5- KENOSHA PUBLIC MUSEUMS 2017 ANNUAL REPORT

"Very realistic and educational"
– CWM visitor from Cosenza, Italy

Interpretation

NANCY MATHEWS, DIRECTOR OF INTERPRETATION

The Interpretation Division consists of the Collections, Exhibit and Education Departments. There are 17 staff
members; 7 full-time and 8-10 part-time. Two Museum Aides resigned and their positions were not filled.

COLLECTIONS DEPARTMENT
GINA RADANDT, CURATOR OF COLLECTIONS

The Collections Department accomplished much in 2017: inventory work,
cataloging, and packing/unpacking a vast amount of items. These items
come to the Museums via donation, acquisition, field work, and loan.

KPM:

◼ 24 accessions (donations/
acquisitions/found in collection)
totaling 1,014 items
◼ 422 additional items processed by
the Collections Consultant for the
KPM permanent collection art
project
◼ 427 incoming loan items
processed, along with 1 outgoing
loan
◼ 6 Lorado Taft dioramas and 3
paintings professionally conserved
◼ 1 art print deaccessioned from the
permanent collection

CWM:

◼ 44 accessions (donations/
acquisitions) totaling 999 items
◼ 47 incoming loan items
processed
◼ 39 book donations totaling
approx. 2,000 books, magazines,
AV media, and ephemera
◼ State of Ohio story/artifacts and
two new State of Wisconsin cases
added to "The Fiery Trial” exhibit

Additional:

◼ Along with the Exhibits
Department, coordinated and
completed 15 exhibit/gallery
changes
DDM:
◼ 1,667 specimens cataloged for the ◼ Supervised the work of five
volunteers/interns
permanent collection
◼ New shelving added to collection ◼ Answered 155 specialized
telephone and e-mail inquiries
storage room

EXHIBITS
DEPARTMENT

RACHEL KLEES ANDERSEN
CURATOR OF EXHIBITS

The Kenosha
Museum System
offered visitors
an unprecedented range of
unique and
inspiring exhibit experiences in
2017. In addition to maintaining
and improving our popular
permanent exhibits, we presented
16 new temporary exhibits as well
as numerous case displays.
Well over 700 items on loan
included prehistoric fossils and
ancient relics, Civil War artifacts, rare
medieval prints and manuscripts,
Renaissance paintings, vintage
movie posters and contemporary art.
The changing exhibits schedule
included 3 rental exhibits, 11
exhibits developed and curated
by KPMs staff with collections on
loan, and 2 exhibits spotlighting
items from our own collections.
Staff continued work on the final
design and construction of the new
DDM permanent exhibit, Little Clint:
The Story of a Baby Dinosaur.
Our inter-departmental team
worked with Taylor Studios in the
development of a new permanent
exhibit for KPM, From Curiosity to
Science. From collections of the
KPMs, the story of the history of
natural sciences is told and will look
at 6 ecosystems and the scientists
who work in those ecosystems.

Continued next page
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"Memento Mori - Incredibly curated exhibit!"
– KPM visitor from Mequon, WI

EXHIBITS (Continued)

2017 Temporary Exhibits
Changing America- The Emancipation
Proclamation, 1863, and the March on
Washington, 1963
11/16/2016 through 1/13/2017
CWM ANTARAMIAN GALLERY
Traveling exhibition presented by the
Smithsonian National Museum of African
American History and Culture and the
National Museum of American History in
collaboration with the American Library
Association, made possible by the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Sharing Our Treasures- Inuit Art Society
Display
10/29/2016 through 1/29/2017
KPM 1ST FLOOR TREASURES GALLERY AND
2ND FLOOR HALLWAY
Contemporary Inuit Art from Alaska, Canada,
and Nunavut (former Northwest Territories)
Monsters, Mutants & Madmen! Science
Fiction Movie Posters of the Drive-in Era
12/3/2016 through 2/26 /2017
KPM TOUHEY GALLERY &
SOUTH GALLERY
Over 100 posters on loan
from collector Paul Tabili,
with filmographies and
research by the collector.
Bird Carvings by Clarence Blanchard
KPM 1ST FLOOR TREASURES GALLERY
Scientifically accurate wood carvings of
male-female pairs of ducks, recently
donated to the KPMs.

From Civil War to Great War
1/28/2017 through 12/29/2017
CWM ANTARAMIAN GALLERY
One war divided a nation, the other the
world. Exhibition developed in-house with
CWM collections and collections on loan to
the Civil War Museum.
The Carthage Institute of Paleontology
Field School- Fossils of the Hell Creek
Formation
Ongoing with Updates
DDM LOBBY & CLASSROOM
Case display of significant finds from the
CIP's annual excavations in Montana.
Center Stage- A Century of Guitars
8/20/2016 through 2/26/2017
KPM WEST GALLERY
& TREASURES
GALLERY
Vintage guitars from
Music Center, Inc.
and other private
collections explored
the evolution of the guitar in America.
Featured paintings of iconic guitar players by
Tom Noll, Waukesha, Wisconsin, and display,
Les Paul, The Wizard of Waukesha courtesy
of the Waukesha County Historical Society.

Re-Riding History: From the Southern
Plains to Matanzas Bay
3/4 /2017 through
5/28/2017
KPM TOUHEY
GALLERY
Contemporary
artists reflect on
the 19th Century
journey of Native
American prisoners
of war. Traveling
exhibition
developed by Curator Emily Arthur with
support from UW-Madison.
Kenosha Unified Schools 46th Annual
District Wide Student Art Exhibit
3/10/2017 through 4/23/2017
KPM WEST GALLERY & SOUTH GALLERY
Transparent Watercolor Society of
America 41st Annual National Juried
Exhibition
5/6/2017 through 8/6/2017
KPM WEST & SOUTH GALLERY
Eighty-four paintings
juried by the
country's largest and
oldest watercolor
organization.

Bell'Uomo- Male Figurative Paintings
by Dan Simoneau
6/10/2017 through 8/20/2017
KPM TOUHEY GALLERY
Large-scale, intimate portraits in acrylic, oil,
and watercolor.
Hidden ThunderRock Art Watercolors
by Geri Schrab
8/19/2017 through
11/5/2017
KPM SOUTH GALLERY
Pre-historic rock art images explored and
translated by the artist and co-author of the
award-winning book, Hidden Thunder- Rock
Art of the Upper Midwest.
Men of Metal: A Father and
Son's Journey Through the Art
of Sculpture
8/26/2017 through 11/5/2017
KPM TOUHEY GALLERY
A retrospective exhibition of
contemporary sculptor Bruce
Niemi, along with works by his father.
Lithographs from the KPM Collections
8/26/2017 through 12/3/2017
KPM WEST GALLERY & TREASURES GALLERY
A selection of 20th century prints donated to
the KPM Collections by Ronald L. and Mary
K. Ruble.
Tiny Titans: Dinosaur Eggs and Babies
11/18/2017 through 2/25/2018
KPM TOUHEY GALLERY & SOUTH GALLERY
Touring exhibit
from Silver Plume
Exhibitions
organized in
association with the
Harvard Museum of Natural History, The
University of Tennessee and the Yale
Peabody Museum of Natural History.
The Richard Harris Art CollectionMemento Mori: The Art of Death
12/16/2017 through 3/8/2018
KPM WEST GALLERY & TREASURES GALLERY
The human
contemplation
of death as
depicted in art
from ancient to
modern times.
Examine the human relationship
to death through the eyes of artists
spanning centuries, cultures
and geographical locations

Kenosha Public Museum | 5500 First Avenue | Kenosha, WI 53140 | 262-653-4140 | www.KenoshaPublicMuseum.org
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"My son was amazed.I heard about it from his teacher."
– DDM visitor from West Allis, WI

EDUCATION DEPARTMENT

DOUG DAMMANN, CURATOR AND EDUCATION DEPARTMENT MANAGER

By the Numbers

School and Adult
Group Programs

At the Civil War Museum, 4th and
5th grade students completed a
classroom and gallery program
entitled King Cotton. Middle and
high school students participated
in a guided tour and question and
answer exercise as part of their
Midwest in the Civil War experience.

The Kenosha Public Museum
developed new school
programming options for grades
PreK-8. Listening to teacher
feedback and aligning to national
and state learning standards, the
Education Department developed
nine Learning Labs and ten
Museum Experiences that focus on
the Museum’s exhibits and
collections. Learning Labs are an
hour-long immersive experience
featuring hands-on, problem-based
activities in Ecosystems, American
Indians and
Fossils. Museum
Experiences are
shorter
opportunities to
experience art,
wildlife, and world
games

◼ 242 adult and school group
tours came to one or more of the
Kenosha Public Museums;
brought 9,019 children and
2,335 adults to the Museums, for
a total of 11,354. This was a 3.5%
increase over 2016.
◼ 57 of these groups were from
Kenosha County, 118 from the
State of Wisconsin, and 67 from
out of state.
◼ 70 of the groups visited the KPM,
107 the CWM, and 33 the DDM.
◼ Group Programs and Tours at all
three museums brought in a
gross revenue of $49,671.
◼ Over 400 students from Lincoln
and Washington Middle School
participated in the CWM's Field
Day in May.
◼ The Civil War Museum Theater
put on 27 in-house and outreach
programs.
◼ Outreach programs at all three
museums brought in a gross
revenue of $9,873.

◼ At KPM, workshops focused on
art, culture, health and wellness,
anthropology, science, and
natural history.
◼ New workshop offerings at the
KPM included: letterpress
printing, watercolor techniques,
spring planters with Jerry Smith's
Pumpkin Farm, terrarium crafting,
tintype photography, cross stitch,
graphite portraits, paper quilling,
blacksmithing, block carving, and
wire sculpture.

Spring Break and
Summer Camps

◼ The KPM offered Spring Break
and Summer Camps for children
between the ages of 3 and 16.
415 campers attended these
programs.
◼ Camp themes included art,
superheros, cartooning, natural
science, Harry Potter, Star Wars,
water, and dinosaurs.

Scout Programs
Workshops

◼ 124 camps and workshops were
offered with a total of 1,223
attendees. Camps and workshops
brought in $29,889 gross revenue.
◼ At CWM, workshops focused on
military and political leaders,
campaigns, civilian home front
activities, and 19th century living
history.

◼ Scout programs including overnight gallery sleepovers and
single day programs brought in
a total revenue of $6,050.
◼ Staff worked closely with the Girl
Scouts of Wisconsin Southeast
to create and promote six
programs in 2017 that aligned
with the requirements for
badges and Journeys. 443 Girl
Scouts participated in these six
programs.
Continued next page
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"Amazing presentation of this part of our history!"
– CWM visitor from Rochester, NY
◼ An Earth Science Day was
offered at KPM and CWM for
Cub Scouts to earn their
"Digging the Past" and "Earth
Rocks" awards.

CWM Seminars and
Special Events

◼ The CWM offered
The Home Front
Seminar, Women
in History Tea, and
the 10th Annual
Great Lakes Civil
War Forum in 2017.
These three programs brought
in $7,800 in gross revenue

Public Programs

All three of the Museums kept up
a robust schedule of free public
programs, lectures, author
appearances, concerts, gallery
talks, activity days, and living
history experiences to educate
and enlighten the community.
◼ The CWM hosted lectures and

community
discussions in
conjunction with
the touring
exhibition
Changing
America: The
Emancipation
Proclamation,
1863 and the
March on
Washington.
◼ The KPM held a variety of
concerts, workshops, films, and
public programs to support the
in-house created exhibit Center
Stage: A Century of Guitars.
◼ Museum Munchkins is offered
weekly at the KPM for preschoolers and features music,
activities based on collections'
objects, and craft activities.

◼ The SPARK!
program is
designed for
people with
early to midstages of memory loss and their
caregivers. The SPARK! program
engages them in lively
conversations, storytelling, and
multi-sensory activities. SPARK! is
offered twice a month at the
CWM.
◼ DDM public programs included
Darwin Day, Women in Science
and Dinos in the Dark.
◼ Imagination Studio programs
are offered monthly at the KPM
and feature focused art activities.
◼ All three Museums participated in
Boofest in October offering a
variety of hands-on Halloween and
Day of the Dead family activities
for over 600 visitors.
◼ International Holiday and
Victorian Christmas have grown
significantly with the collaboration
of HarborMarket. HarborHoliday
drew 4,700 people to the KPM
and 3,800 people to the CWM.

Bus Trip

◼ 38 people went on the Civil War
Museum-sponsored bus trip to
Fredericksburg, Virginia; touring
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville,
and Spotsylvania battlefields.
The trip brought in a gross
revenue of $27,227.

Community
Collaboration

Director of Interpretation Nancy
Mathews is on the Coalition for
Dismantling Racism which works
with Kenosha Unified School District
in the coordination of Kenosha's
annual Kindness Week. The CWM
hosted programs during the Week.
◼ KPM hosted Kenosha's African

◼

◼

◼

◼

American Read-In jointly
sponsored and coordinated by
KPM, Kenosha Public Library,
American Association of
University Women, 2nd Baptist
Church and Bradford Community
Church Unitarian Universalist.
KPM collaborated with the
Southport Quilters Guild on an
Annual Membership Show and
National Quilt Day event in March
and a fund-raising silent auction
as part of the Friends of the
Museums annual Art Fair in July.
KPM collaborated with the
Kenosha Clergy Association on
the coordination of the
community Holocaust
Remembrance Program.
Museum staff partnered with the
Boys and Girls Club of Kenosha
to provide science-based
programming at Lincoln Park as
part of their summer camp
offerings.
The Education Department has
partnered with many other
community organizations to bring
awareness and education to the
public on a variety of topics.

Jack D. Michaels
Resource Center at CWM
The CWM Resource Center
recorded 7,501 visits in 2017. It
continues to operate with a dual
purpose of hands-on activities for
families and a center for Civil War
research. The Resource Center
Clerk responded to many research
requests.

Educational Resource Loans
◼ In 2017, 21 loans went out to 16
different teachers and included:
- 23 Discovery Boxes
- 17 Arts & Charts (posters)
- 17 VHSs/DVDs
- 21 specimens and artifacts
- 10 other resources (i.e, dinosaur
models, African Adrinka stamps)
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"Interesting and the building is beautiful."
– DDM visiotr from McHenry, IL
Kenosha Public Museums
Board of Trustees (BOT)
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Kenosha
Public
Museum
5500 First Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53140
(262) 653-4140
kenoshapublicmuseum.org

Kenosha Museums System Mission

To enrich the lives of Kenoshans, guests and visitors
through a variety of experiences that educate and stimulate curiosity

Civil
War
Museum
5400 First Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53140
(262) 653-4141
thecivilwarmuseum.org

Vision Statement

To be the center of cultural life in Kenosha and the catalyst for meaningful collaboration

Dinosaur
Discovery
Museum
5608 Tenth Avenue
Kenosha, WI 53140
(262) 653-4450
dinosaurdiscoverymuseum.org

