Photographs from the
Schaefer Mammoth Dig

The extensive, jumbled bone pile can be seen here.
These were deposited in shallow water.
That’s Museum Director Dan Joyce in 1992.

During excavation the bones had to be covered
with wet cloth to keep them from cracking.
Perched on a small piece of soil, Ruth BlazinaJoyce excavates backward to reveal a
tangle of bones.
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A clear shot showing the hip socket and shoulder blades.
The curved piece in
the foreground is a
spruce tree branch
going over and under
the ribs. The bone
under the branch
dated the same as the
bones 14,300 years
ago or 12,300 radio
carbon years ago.

The 1964 tiling trench
cut through the thigh
bone,

...and tusk.

The humerus or upper
front leg bone.

The lower jaw and teeth just
an inch from the 1964 trench.

The skull, on its side,
reveals a part of the tusk
socket in the foreground
and the ridged upper
tooth in the rear.

After months of digging, we
uncover bones for an
overhead photo.
As the mammoth was
butchered, bones were piled
one on top of the other,
sometimes in a
spectacular way.

A stone tool discovered
under the pelvis.

The tip of the tusk, cut from the
rest, by the 1964 tiling machine.

Two views rotated ninety
degrees, show the ball of
the femur. On the top can
be seen Dire Wolf
canine punctures and at
the bottom, lower teeth
scraping up. This
was done after the
mammoth died.

A view of the skull
looking up into the
roof of the mouth.
The ridged upper
molars can be seen
as well as the tusk
socket going off to
the right.

Museums are places to discover about the past. We continue
studying mammoths.
The Kenosha Public Museums sent this tibia to the hospital
to determine the mammoth’s overall health. This helps us
see if the animal was under stress due to dietary or
environmental change.

An x-ray of the tibia,
lower rear leg bone.

After 20 years, the scientific study of
mammoths continues....
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