
The Underground Railroad



Facilitators of this kit will be able to teach the Underground Railroad accurately, and correct

misconceptions about those who participated in it.

Students using this kit will learn to read primary sources critically and develop arguments based on

what they read.

This kit will be used to enhance classroom lessons.

Caroline Quarrls information - her story, transcriptions of the letters to Lyman Goodnow,

transcriptions of Alan Watkins letter, and map of her journey

Reward poster

Copy of Charles Broaddus estate sale

Enslaved and Seceding States Statistics (from Myth of the Lost Cause)

Slavery: Cause and Catalyst of the Civil War (PDF link from the National Park Service below)

Map of 1860s America Slavery and the Civil War (information sheet from the National Park Service)

Copies of exhibit labels from The Fiery Trial at The Civil War Museum

Joshua Glover's story https://pbswisconsineducation.org/biographies/glover.html

The Civil War Museum has put together this kit to help teach difficult history. The Civil War Museum's

educators searched for the best suited primary and secondary sources to discuss the Underground

Railroad. This kit is broken into two sections: 1) background information for the educator to help build a

better understanding of what they are teaching and 2) resources for student driven exploration of primary

sources, including essential questions, context and extensions.

Our hope is that this kit helps provide your classroom with authentic and accurate information on slavery

and the Underground Railroad.

Goals:

Warning: This kit features primary sources from the Civil War era, and contains language that might be

offensive to some.

Items in Kit:

Student Activities (context, key passages, essential questions):

Background Information for Facilitator:

https://www.nps.gov/shil/learn/historyculture/upload/slavery-brochure.pdf

https://www.nps.gov/liho/planyourvisit/upload/cw_slavery_site_bulletin.pdf

The Underground Railroad

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/biographies/glover.html
https://www.nps.gov/shil/learn/historyculture/upload/slavery-brochure.pdf
https://www.nps.gov/liho/planyourvisit/upload/cw_slavery_site_bulletin.pdf


Map of the United States in 1861



Caroline Quarlls

 After reading Caroline's story and her letters, in your opinion, what was the hardest part of her journey?

 Why is Caroline's story so unique and important to Wisconsin history?

 Why is the Alan Watkins letter important for historians?

 Have students map out Caroline's route and Alan Watkins's route as best they can. Compare and contrast their journeys. 

 Have students create a newspaper article based on Caroline or Alan's life. 

 Have students create a museum label for the letter collection.

Summary:

Caroline Quarlls was an enslaved young woman from Saint Louis. In 1842, at 16 years old, Quarlls ran away from Saint Louis,

and traveled by boat and stagecoach to Milwaukee, Wisconsin. In Milwaukee, Quarlls was introduced to abolitionists,

including Lyman Goodnow, who helped her escape to Canada via the Underground Railroad. 

Around 40 years later, Goodnow was writing a book on the History of Waukesha and sent a letter to Caroline Quarlls at the

last place he saw her, Sandwich, Ontario. Caroline was still there and wrote back to him. The Civil War Museum has two of

Caroline's letters to Goodnow, and one from her husband, Alan Watkins, also a former enslaved person.

Source:

http://www.burlingtonhistory.org/caroline-quarlls-first-underground-railroad-passenger-wisconsin

Key Passages:

From Caroline:

I got a box out of my slave owners store room and hid it in a cherry hedge. I left the 4th of July. My slave owners folks

treated [me] well enough for a Slave. Yes i have been whipped. Yes i had to do the house work, for i was kept for that

purpose. I told my gran Mother that I was going to canada but I was so young that she did not pay any attention to me, not

any of the rest of them.

From Alan Watkins:

Mr. goodnaw, allow me to present My self to you- Mr. Watkins, excuse me for taking some liberties, but according to your

request and my wishes, i shall endeavor to give you a short narrative of my life as far as i can remember, and believe me, as

a stranger, that you cannot imagine how much pleasure it affords me to be able to answer a few [questions] for a friend

who has been such a deliverer to the poor fugitive slaves who was oppresses in the bitter pangs of slavery, and may the

lord ever Bless you a peace reighn  in your household and in my prayer.

. . .

I stole a boat and manage[d] to get across the Ohio river that night. after i crossed i went and stopped in Mud creek bridge.

the bridge has 2 storys and my pursuers passed right under me as i was lying on the top part and could hear every word

they said. they went straight up to Cincinati expecting we was up ther but it so happen that we did not go. we went up the

hill into a field and stopped there one week. during the week we got in with abolitioner friends and they brought us 60 miles.

we traveled by foot, shuning all towns and villages, until we got to pickle town [Pickrelltown] and from there we got with

friends again who carried us to Sandusky city and thank god for our Sandusy City.

Essential Questions  and Extensions for Students:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

http://www.burlingtonhistory.org/caroline-quarlls-first-underground-railroad-passenger-wisconsin






Note: This photo is from after slavery ended, however these are sharecroppers who were often former

enslaved people or their families working the same sorts of job for little money.

Cotton

Summary:

Often times when we are taught about slavery, we are taught that enslaved people only worked in cotton fields. This is not

true. While a lot of enslaved people did work on cash crop plantations, there were others who were domestic workers,

cooks, porters, foundry workers and blacksmiths. While thinking about the Underground Railroad, those who liberated

themselves from slavery in border states were more likely to get to Canada successfully because of their geographic

location. Cotton plantations were in the Deep South making it was less likely that successful freedom seekers came from

cotton plantations.

Leading up to the Civil War cotton played a large part of the American economy. On the eve of the Civil War raw cotton

constituted 61% of the value of all United States’ exports. The cotton growing areas of the country produced two-thirds of

the world’s cotton supply. Cotton was used to make clothing, bedding, curtains, etc. It was grown in the South then was

sent to the North to be processed and manufactured in factories. The South’s weather was a perfect climate for cotton to

grow and be successful. The cotton plant grows to be about knee length, producing roughly 100 bolls of cotton. Bolls

of cotton are the open white fibrous part of the plant; each boll can contain up to 50,000 fibers of cotton.



 How did cotton change the US leading up to the Civil War?

 What was Lincoln’s stance on expanding slavery? How does it relate to the cotton industry of that time?

 Examine the photo, what observations can you make? Who is the person in the middle and what is his role?

 Was the South the only part of the country that benefited from enslaved labor in the cotton fields?

 Why would it be harder for an enslaved person on a cotton plantation to liberated themselves from slavery on the

Underground Railroad than for someone from a border state?

With the boom of cotton and the widespread appeal of it in the growing area along southern states, a workforce was

needed to help in the fields. To solve this problem southern cotton growers relied on enslaved people to labor in the fields.

These enslaved people were owned by their slave holders and were treated like property rather than people. One of the

many jobs enslaved people were forced to work was in the cotton fields.

With the increase in the demand of cotton, the increase for slave labor also increased. On average an enslaved person who

worked in the cotton fields would pick between 100-150 lbs of cotton per day during harvesting. The picked cotton was

put in large baskets where it would be weighed, then taken to be cleaned. Before the cotton gin’s invention in 1793, cotton

was cleaned by hand by enslaved people, in particular children and women, which was a tedious process. During non-

harvesting time, the work continued as they had to ensure the plants were cared for and ready when the time came for it to

be picked.

Enslaved people had to work long hours and 6 to 7 days a week, with no pay. Enslaved people had rules they had to follow,

especially when it came to work, or they were punished by their slaveholder or one of their field overseers. Punishments

could include whipping, having to wear a slave collar or chains, or having their family sold away from them. Based on the lack

of freedoms and severity of punishments, some enslaved people tried to escape; while we will never know how many

attempted to runaway and how many were successful, we do know that most who ran away were caught or returned to

their plantations or slaveholder’s home.

Essential Questions for Students:

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.



Reward Poster

 How does this reflect the turmoil time leading up to the Civil War?

 Why were slave owners desperate to get their enslaved person back?

Listen to Joshua Glover's Story at Wisconsin Biographies. Have students discuss how the Fugitive Slave Act impacted

Joshua Glover's life.

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/biographies/glover.html

Have students write a newspaper article on the Fugitive Slave Act from a Northern perspective.

Summary:

Throughout the practice of slavery, enslaved people were mistreated, abused and forced into labor. Enslaved people had

few options to get out of work. One was to try to run away or escape from their life as a slave. Northern states did not allow

slavery, but because of the Fugitive Slave Acts, runaways in these states could be captured and returned to slavery. The

Fugitive Slave Acts were congressional statutes passed in 1793 and 1850 that permitted the seizure and return of

runaway slaves who escaped from one state and fled into another.The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850 strengthened the earlier

law by requiring agents of the Federal Government to actively pursue, capture, and return freedom seekers to their owners.

The act dictated that fugitive slaves were neither allowed to testify on their own behalf, nor were they allowed to have a

trial by jury. It also levied severe penalties and fines against people who helped the freedom seekers or who did not actively

enforce the new law. Because of the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850, the Underground Railroad expanded to help create a safe

way for enslaved people to escape to freedom in Canada, the only place they could really be free.

If a freedom seeker escaped, their slave owners tried to find them by hiring slave catchers, who roamed the paths most

likely to be taken by those escaping slavery from the South. Places like the Ohio River, or ports, would be popular locations

for slave catchers. Slave catchers were given money once they captured the escaped person, so they often did whatever it

took to get them, including putting up posters around the town where they thought the escaped enslaved person might be

living or hiding.

Essential Questions for Students: 

1.

2.

Extensions:

https://pbswisconsineducation.org/biographies/glover.html




Charles Broaddus Estate Sale

 Why would a slave owner ascribe different values to the different enslaved people?

 What does this estate sale document tell about American history leading up to the Civil War?

 How does this estate ledger back up the claim that slavery was the cause of the Civil War?

Have students research enslaved people that made it to freedom in Canada or other parts of the North. 

Some ideas for people to research could include: Harriet Tubman, John Parker, Joshua Glover, and Robert Smalls.

enslaved.org is a database that can also be used to help with this research.

Summary:

Because of how valuable enslaved people were to those that owned them, often times when a slave owner died, the

enslaved people they owned were willed to their relatives. Enslaved people were considered property, and often the type of

work they did determined their monetary value. Young men who were in good health were worth a lot of money because of

the labor they were able to perform; domestic slaves were also worth money because they were able to maintain a house.

These higher costs would be seen at slave auctions, but as well as estate sales.

Enslaved people could be sold off at their slave owner's choosing. This meant that they could be torn apart from their

family and friends. This happened during slave auctions, as well as when a slave owner died and did not leave their enslaved

people to any family member. The Charles Broaddus Estate Sale is a document which shows enslaved people for sale and

their assigned value. This assigned value also shows why slave owners were willing to hire slave catchers to find runaway or

escaped enslaved people.

Essential Questions for Students:

1.

2.

3.

Extensions:

https://enslaved.org/




Sale Bill of the Estate of John Broaddus, Dec'd, to wit. 

One track of land 

One old Negro woman Rose                                                                                                                        

One Man                                                                            

Ditto Gabriel

Ditto Woman Alinney & Child Phil                     

Ditto Man                                                                           

Ditto Woman Rachel & 2 Children                 

named Edmund and Martha

Ditto Man Robert

Ditto Man Charles

Ditto Boy Joe

Ditto Girl America

Ditto Young Woman Rose & Child                     

Boy Ben                                                                                

Ditto Boy Sam

Ditto Girl                                                                               

One Cupboard

One Bureau                                                                    

One Desk

Bible in Four Volumes

Anthony Thomas Broaddus

Elenor Sand

CA Adam King

Squire Turner

Fountain Sand

                                                                            

Thomas Broaddus

Squire Turner                                                                              

William Biggerstaff

Archibald Brooks

Francis F. Reid                                                                              

John H. Gremis, Jr.

Moreau Brown

Mary Irvine Green

Edmund Masters

James Howard

Peter Duncan

Thomas Fowler

$2205.00

not sold, no bidders               

$200.00                                      

$150.00

$371.00

$1005.00

$1082.00

$1300.00

$1099.00

$996.00

$815.00

$913.50

$850.00

$505.00

$407.00

$13.25

$7.50

$4.00

$8.00



Bed & Bed Stead

Bed

Bed Steads                                                                        

Dining Table      

                                                                

One Looking Glass

Six Chairs

Signed James Pegarnate

December 26, 1840 of John Broaddus, Dec'd

State of Kentucky, Madison County

At a County Court held for Madison County on Monday, the 4th day of January, 1841. This

Sale Bill of the Estate of John Broaddus, Deceased, was returned and ordered to be

entered of record. And the same has been done accordingly.

Austin Cosby

Archibald Sanhame

Thomas Howard

Christopher Kaustzay

Wm Perkins

William Hill

$9.75

$11.75

$0.37

$6.25

$0.62

$2.00



Seceding States

South Carolina

Mississippi

Florida

Alabama

Georgia

Louisiana

Texas

Virginia

Arkansas

Tennessee

North Carolina

All seceding states

Number of Slaves and

slaves' percent of state

population 1860

402,406 slaves, 57%    

436,631 slaves, 55%

61,745 slaves, 44%

435,080 slaves, 45%

462,198 slaves, 44%

331,726 slaves, 47%

182,566 slaves, 30%

490,865 slaves, 31% 

111,115 slaves, 26%

275,719 slaves. 25%

331,059 slaves, 33%

3,521,110 slaves, 39%                                                                         

Percent

Slaveholding

Families 1860

46%

49%

34%

35%

37%

29%

28%

37%

20%

25%

28%

31%

Seceding Slave States, Slave
Populations, and Ownership



Supplemental Resources:
The Fiery Trial Exhibit Labels










