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GEN. FITZHUGH LEE, C. 8. A.—FRO", A PHOTOGRAPH LY ANTHUNT.

BATTLE OF HONEY SPRINGS, ARK.,
July 17.

TaE genius of Victory, which with the
opening days of the month of the great
Roman General perched on the eagles of the
great Republic and swept westward, from the
alorious fleld of Gettysburg across the con-
tinent, cheering the hearts of the patriots
who had so long looked for the bright day

~when justice should triumph, crowned the

ureat struggle of the mounth by the rout of
the rebels at Honey Springs, Ark., where
Gen. Blunt, the hero of many a historic
action, once more, by rapid and daring move-
ments, discomfited completely a rebel army.

He left a sick bed on the 15th, collected hls
forces, crossed Grand river, marched 13 miles
up the Arkansas, and passing down endéa

vored to take the enemy in the rear, but they
had fled. He then discovered that Cooper
was at Elk creek, 25 miles south of the
Arkansas, with 6,000 men, and was to be
joined the next day by 3,000 more. Blunt
had but 3,000, yet he pushed on, and soon
came up with them. Cooper had formed on
the north side ‘of the bushy timber of Elk
creek, and as he saw Blunt advancing, ex-
pected to capture his whole force. But the
experienced American General formed his
men into two close columns, under Cols.
Judson and Phillips, with cavalry in front.
In this way he moved up to within 500 yards
of the guns, when he suddenly deployed on
the right and left into a line ¢ ‘ttle, con

ing the whole rebel front, d._ounting s
cavalry on the flanks. Led by Blunt himself
they pushed into the timber, and after a tre-




mendous strugglé oI TWwo hours the rebel
Ine broke and fled. Honey Springs, the
1eadquarters of Gen. Cooper, was two miles
rom the point where the battle began, and
when—the rebels fled they fired the head-
juarters and the commissary buildings, and
nade a desperate stand at a bridge on'the
reek, in order to cover their flight. Cabell
me up. by night with his 3,000 expected
nen, and with their aid Cooper retreated
nore leisurely, having lost in the action
ibout 170 killed and 300 or 400 wounded.
Till the battle began the rebels had no idea
hat Blunt was in that part of the country,
ut when they found what men they had to
leal with, ¢ thought,” as one said, *‘that
3lunt or the devil was on them!” Here, iis
n all our late battles, negro soldiers acquitted
hemselves remarkably wel¥® Blunt's trophies
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were one piece of artillery, 200 stand or
English Enfleld rifles and a stand of rebel
colors.

Having thus effectually drubbed the enemy,
Gen. Blunt -yielded to the raging fever, and
was carried from the fleld of victory in an
ambulance.

* SIEGE OF CHARLESTON—VIEWS OF
MORRIS ISLAND.

Tne interest which centres around the hot-

bed of secession induces us-to present more
of the sketches poured in upon us by our
Special Artists. In the two views now pre-
sented of Morrls island, taken from- Fort
Craig, the first looks towards Fort Sumter,
which Is seen on the left. Cumming's point
or Battery Gregg and Wagner are to the
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~THE WAR.

t paper will contaln nccurate pictures of the
rederickshurg, from sketches made by our Spe-
Mr. Henrl Lovie? Every occurrence of impor-
:cted with the pending mmpulgu will he faith-
ated In our paper.

'*—Frank ~Leslie’s Monthly,

lary number of this popular Monthly will appear
id greatly improved fonn, under the name ‘of
AE'8 LADIES. MAGAZINE. It will preserve all of
wtractive features of tales, poctry, biographies,
f travels, and its comic pages; while greater

will be given to fashions, patterns, needlework,
receipts, and those other features which have
le it a favorite with Jadies and families.

Review of the Week.

K OF FREDERICKERURG—TIE GREAT DATTLE.

' quiet on the banks of the Rappahannock, and
it the army of Washington was to go into win-
before Fredericksburg has been relieved. Gen.
cct.wfully Lhrvw lll*l ATINY ACTOSS the Rappahan-

aware o1 e departure of our army. The losses arc re-
ported as heavy, some of the estimp* ~ reaching the high
flgure of 13,000. All agree that Lhe{l tion of the enemy
was too strong to be carried with the bayonet,'and there was
no transportation for the heavy artillery.

OPERATIONS THE SOUTIH-WESRT.

The situation of affairs in the South-West is not greatly
changed.  The army under Gen. Grant has penetrated to
Grenada, occupyiug that city and its vicinity. The rebel
army, under Gens. Pemberton, Van Dorn and Price, seems
to-have retreated—eastward, in—the direction of Alabamn;
having apparently relinquished thelr intention of reinforcing
Vicksburg. It is surmised that they may attempt to com-
bine their forces with those under Joe Johnston, and thus
cidanger Roscerans.  The region thus gained from the
rebels by Gen. Grant iy of greit iniportance, as it contains
the finest cotton land in America, Marshall, Lafayette,
Yallobusha and Panda, being the largest- cotton-growing
counties in the State. -Some .1pp¥chen<:iona are entertained
for the'safety of Nashville, the combined rebel forces, under
Johnston, Chentham, Forrest and Morgan having advanced
from Murfreesburg, in the direction of Rosecrans’s posltion,
having evidently been encouraged in their design of attack-
ing him by the recent capture of a Nutional brigade at Harts-
ville. Our troops, however, are reported to be in good
spirits and cager forbattle.  Circumstances indicate clearly
that a'great strugele is at hand between the rival armies of
the South-West, which will probably decide the question in
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of Congress from the seceded States. An cle
been held in New Orleans and vicinity; re:
return of Benjamin F. Flanders and Michael 1!
little, singular that Mr. J. E. Bouligny, meml
Congress, and who refused to relinguish I
Louisiana seceded, was not chosen. Ile rec.
votes to 2,184 for Mr, Flanders. Ilections ar
Nashville and other points in Western and M
sce, and also in Eastern North Carolina. We
expect to sce a very fair representation of

the rebel States in the next-Congress,————

TIHE FRENCH IN MEXICO.

The French are deliberately working' out
Mexico. They have occupied Jalapa, and tai
of-Alvarado-and-Tamplco. —It* is-stated that

“turcd the Natiowal b¥idge on the Tilgh road

that it was afterwards retaken by the Mexi
communication between the Mexican advanc:
~Z. The French General Forey has issued a
in the usual inflated Gallic style, in which th.
deal said about Law, Order and Civiiization,
terestness, ete.—the saliva with which the m
cates its prey. On the other hand,.Presidc
issued a proclamation inflicting the penalty of
who shall carry dispatches. to or from the
The consequence is that all communication
interior and the coast is now cut off.

atreglon. The expedition under Gen. McCleriand, and

, and waiting orders.

THE RECENT .VICTORIES IN ARKANSAS.

The vicinity of Curtis's and Sigel's victory at Pea Ridge,
Arkansas, has been signalised by -another severe fighy
and splendid victory for the Nationa! arms. On the 28th of
November, Gen. Blunt, commanding u small force of Union
troops at Cane Hill, some miles to the south-west of Fayette-
ville, was attacked by 11,000 insurgents, led by the rchel
Gen. Marmaduke. A sharp engagement ensued, in which
the latter wis defeated, and compelled into a precipitate
flight. Subsequently, Marmaduke, reinforced by Gens.
Hindman, ’arsons, Frost and Rains, their combined force
amounting to 28000 men. undertook to 1ntcrcc])t Gen. Herron,
who, at the head of 7.000 mwien, was marching to the support
of Gen. Blunt at Cane Hill.  On the 7th of December they
succeeded inLthrowing the whole body between the. two

ned to co-operate with Admiral - Porter, is now com-

Returmng Good for Evﬂ

DuriNG the prcscnt od/ test w we hnvenlwm.
distinction between the English people an:
Government in speaking or writing of the rel:
Great Britain and the United States. We ha
well by education as by an litimate person
the wide differences which exist between th:
which constitutes the basis of English society
minority which monopolises its government, °
doubted the sympathy of the one, and we hav.
sand illustrations of the hostility of the oth«
feellngs and epinions have been shared by th.
of the American people. And although eng:
exceeding in magnitude any which has been w
continent 'within half a century, ‘the America
not been blind to the evils and sufferings in
friends abroad, in connection with theh' own
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¢ lith or pecember. ‘Uhe movement ol the
Ops  commene arly in the morning, when
15 helng rem he construction of bridges
ver in front of Fredericksburg and three miles
commenced.  The enemy speedily opened flre
cover of the houses of the city, which was
or a terriflc hembardment from the Umon
hich 168 wel position. This was con-
ve hours. The city was fired in many places,
1wke  of the burning buildings rolled up in
py over the flaming artillery, a spectacle of
1 fear. At three o’clock in the afternoon, @ body
red volunteers crossed the river in small hoats
y fire, dislodged the sharpshooters from their
s and rifle-pits, and captured more than their
'In prisoners. The movement made in the face
-armies was watched with intense interest, and
with the wildest enthusiasm from the National
bridges were now completed without farther

L]

the grand advance took place; Gen. Sherman
way in front of the.city and Gen. Franklin three
The rebels now opencd with their artillery
rorke In the rear of the town, but without much
Ir guns were ultimately silenced by the 1Union
sted on thoopposite bank of the river, and
1 down on the two armics, engaged innctive pre-
T the “great battle which was to decide in great
1y the fate of the rebellion,
it may be explainéd that the rebel posttion con-
louble line of hastily constructed but formidable
, erected on Two parallel ringes of hills lying
rone and two miles back of Fredericksburg, and
F't.ho plain on which it is bullt. T'o reach these
}‘ttfﬁ'nnl forees hatl to ¢ross this plain In elfective

: heavy guns placed In the fortifieations. ., a

momlng'f:.nfhc. ond skirmishlng commencerd n
¢ énomy Bringlog the whole welght ot his artff

‘ -

iy

Navional otiesrs, encountering Herreat Prairvie Grove, ten
miles to the south of Fayetteville. ):-:[u-l‘nl_c-. engngement
ensued, lasting from ten o'clock in toe *morning until four
o'clock. when Gon. Blunt, by a foreed mareh from Cane T,
fell upon the rebed rear. The rebels made desperate efiorts to
crush the two assailing columns in detail, but without
success, and ab dark gave up the e )t. and fled from the
fleld, with a Joss of 700 killed and 2,00 wounded, Among
the killed were five Colonels. The National loss was 200
killed and abont 400 wounded. Among the killed are Col.
Black, 57th Illinois, and Col. McFarland, 19th Iowa. Under
the cover of night the rebel army retreated beyond the
Arkansax river, and it is believed will not attempt another
stand in a State wherein they have nevér met with-a single
suceess, and where their efforts have resulted only in defeat
and disgrace.  The presnmption is that Marmaduke will
attempt to earry his disorganized army across the Missis-
sippi, and join the rebel forees operating in Tennessee and
Mississippi. i

ESCAPE OF TIHE ALABAMA.

The Alnbama was found on’the morning of the 19th of
November by the U. S. frigate San Jacinto, safely anchored
in. the harbor of Martinique.  Upon Capt. Ronckendorff
nearing the port he was notifled that if he entered it he
would be compelled to remain 24 hours after the departure
of the pirate vessel.  He was ulso warned off' to a marine
league.  Under these circumstances, the captain of the San
Jueinto resolved to wait outside the harbor, haxing ar-
ranged with Capt. Niekinson, of the American ship Hamp-
ton. to manke signuls, should the Alabama attempt to eseape.
The night was very dark and stormy, and the rockets fired
by Cuapt. Nickinson slgnalled that the rebel stenmer was
cseaping by the southward purft of Fort Royal Bay, which
belng six wliles wide gave her cvery chance. The result
was that she cluded the vigilanee of Capt. RonckendorfT,
Ag 1 proof of the sympathy showwby the French authorl-
ties for the rebels, n French ship-of-war anchored between
the San Jacinto and the Alabuma. The bad andmus of the

AvalLiULIOL TULCETILY AU LneLr ngn position af
of popular liberty and the representatives a.
Republican Institutions. .

This feeling has been illustrated on more 1
sion. When famine stalked abroad in Irel:
the mothers and daughters of England fell
merciless ferocity and brutal passions of the &
the munificent hand of bounty was extended 1.
and the blessed meed of sympathy was vour
outraged and the suftering.  When Iavelock, |
Cawnpore, died prematurely, the flags of ¢
the harbor of New York were drooped i
his memory, and in recognition of the serv
had réndergd~te outraged humanity. Ameri
period whtn English power was perilled
furnished no powder to the Insurgents, fitted
in their behalf, never spoke of their struggle
sympathy, but cordially maintained the nece:
of Great Britain to re-es‘ablish her trembling .

And when 80 years had diealed the “wounds
but necessary and advantageous separation of
Colonig¢s from the British Crown, the descen:
of George III. visited the country against whi.
had fought, he rgecived a welcome which |
amongst the proudest recollections of his life,

And even now, when the strugale of the Ani
for its National life is stigmatised as a mean :
empire, by the highest oflicer of the British
when the English plrate Alabama floats th
English powder tires English balls from Britisl,
the breasts of the defenders of our National |
words of misrepresentation and unmerited
columns of English newspapers—wao say th:
under all the load of outrage heaped upon us I
ing and commercial classes of England, Am:
firm and consistent ¥h {ts sympathy with the E,
—a people welghed down by the most selfish, 1

.and the most detestable aristocracy and Gov.

ever tyrannised over a suffering and patlent ]
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B . they were really in carnest at Janesville, -and;| oves tho, face of: the ortntry t;
‘riends. | wero laboring for what they . considered right, fer expeditions; then, ‘bat n:

: they wounld have made nominations, thoughiot [ thalentire fran gtntae ha ah!

| The Rebels Kiiow -

|
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As the latter vessel was painted white, and had
we n csas lights burning, there can be little-doubt
w*/ it wudn da::inl.; and desperate attempt ta wreck her,
s, o mirce es, ecially as the crew of the schooner, im-

T medinteiy after the. collision, put off into a boat,

. aud rowed away with all expedition. After dis-
i vt.un‘;{ipg hersell from the sinking schooner, the
& Che-Kinag pursued her way, and reached Ship
Island in such.n leaky condition that the troops
-had to b2'landed._
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L .-Barnum’s American Museum. .
g e ( NOLORED TROPICAL FISH swimming
et ) 0 the Aquarla; Just obtalned at a_cost of over.

#7,0%, rrongreat aequisition, 'They nre 1o be secn
nt nll_hours. SPLENDID DRAMATIC PERFOR-

MANCES dally, at 3 and 7} o’clock r, M. =
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. FRANK LESLIE.............."ROPEIETOR,
E. G. HQUIER................:;/....]‘lhl'rult.
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ta, A
All Communicatious, Book

he addressed 10 FRANK LESLIE,
New York, - ;

Dealers -supplied and. subseriptions received for
P HANK LESLIE’S JLLUSTRATED NEwWSPAreR, alio
FRANK LESLIE’S 1Merowtal,. HISTORY OF THE
WAR OF ‘1861, by Geonar 1', BEMIs & Co., lropri-
vlors of the London American, 100 Fleet Streel, Lon-
don, England. Single copies always on sale:

TERMS FOR THIS PAPER.

—— One copy-one year, or 52 numbers....... $3 00
Oneo copy six months, or 20 numbers.:.. 1 50
One copy. for 17 weeks «vvvvuinreasnnnses
I'ive coples for one yenr:...... .

To Correspondents.

Wz have ‘nlrcudy-rncui;nﬂ—nﬂr-'.'.0-]\1 S8
competitive for our $1,000 l’rlzc.Star;-. The nmom
of labor and tlme which n conneeutive and proper
couslderation of these requires must 1:r1-\'011t H
award for some time to come, Meantime let the nuthors

—nssume that thelr- MS5. hinve come Lo haml, nml exers
cine the nobdle nnd Christlun virtue of patienee, In
othier words, save time, poutage wml paper in abstain-
Ing from unnecessury ingnirles,

) ' General Sumttary.

( T storm of battle which seemn€d to lull
i for the moment after the repulse at Freder-
teksburg, has broken out with new and un-

enemy were ariven backand-out-of-his-for—

_Shnultancously with the news of the-great
battle -of Murf horo, comes the intelli-
gence of a desp. ¢ struggle before Vicks-
burg. A combined expedition is operating
against that place, the last stronghold of tue,)
rebels on the Mississippl, consisting of a
flotilla descending the river under Admiral
Porter, and another ascending the river on-
der Admiral Farragut, and two land forces,
the-first-underGen—Sherman from the North)
and-a-second-(detaclied-from-Gen.-Banks’s
arimy) under_Gen. Grover,_from_the_South.
That undeér Gen. Sherman, ascending the
Yazoo, landed ten miles In tierear of Vicks+
burg, on-the 27th.of De¢ember, and mnarched
in line of hattle towards the toivn, where the'
enemy were c_ncountcr?:(l in force. = A terrific
conflict ensued, lasting flve hours, when the

tiflcations in the rear of the city. ‘At _night
the two armies lay on their arms, with two
bayous between them. Tontoons were con-
structed, and ‘in the morning Gen. Shermnan
crossed and renewed-the battle, and a strong
rebel position was carried by storm. The
fizht was to be renewed at latest advices,
and it is supposed that the flotillas, as well
as Grover's division, wou_lil be on hand to
participate in it. DPuring the fight the gun-
boat Benton, the only one which accom-
panied Gen. Sherman, ‘attacked the rebel
batteries. During the contest, her comman-
der, Com. Gwinn, was mortally wolndéds
Vicksburg is strongly fortified, and with its
fall the rebel territory west of the Missis-
sippi will be completely separated from that
to the east. Rebel accounts report Sherman

ksburg for a distance of 33 miles.

" TOTAL 1LOUT OF REBELS IN ARKANSAS.
The victories of Cane Ridge, Prairie Grove
and Van Buren have been closely followed.
up by Gens. Blunt and ITerron. They have
captured Fort Smith, one of the United States
posts selzed at the outhreak of the war, and
driven the rebel forces in the Indian country,
acro:s the A ansus at Fort Gibson, destroy-
ing the fo ations, barracks, stores, ete.
One ol) the consequences ol this success is

DAY LAY AR ANA WA SawawELuw L S T

The-naval and military expedition whie!
just left Fortress Monroe, It is Now
knoivn, I8 designed’to operate fitst ajr
Wilmington, N: C.; and:next against Chu
Jan ,Q.r_-‘x}_’l!iglg_ﬁi%\r__i.t._ Is expected Gen. I3
will:he mal ary Governor. .
TI[E DECREE OF EMANCIPATION.
- Among the events of the week there i
perhaps themost moméntous: that ha
curred during-the_presentwar,—and-v
ultimately,-if-not-immedIiately, must ox«
dueoiipubable_{nfluence on_the_destini
the natlon. We- reffer to the I'roclam
of thie President declaringnll"slnves
States and parts of States in rebellion ar
the United States on the 1st of Jun
1863, thenceforward Free. This Proc
tion is supplementary to that of Sept
-22;-which—gave-the-States-in-rebellion
the 1st of January to return to thel:
giance and Submit to the laws of the 1
States, under penalty of a sweeping cu
pation of their slaves on-that date.
penalty -has been declared, and the Pre.
has proclaimed freedom to all the sla:
the. States of ** Arkansas, Texas, Lou
(except parishes of St. Bérnard, Plaque:
Jeflerson,. St. John, S%. Charles, St.
Ascension, ‘Assumption, Terre Bonn.
fourche, St. Marie, St. Martin, and Orle:
cluding the city of New Orleans), Missi:
Alabami, Florida,~Georgia, South Cu
-North-Carolina-and-Virginia (except
counties designated as West Virgini
also the counties of  Berkeley, . Ac
Northampton, Elizabeth City, York, P
Arn and Norfolk, including the cities «
folk and Portsmouth).”——————
The Proclamation is issued by the
dent in his capacity as Commander-i
of the Army and Navy of the United !
in virtue of his powers a8 such, und *
‘and necessary war measurc for supj
the rebellion.” It is only in his capa
Commander-in-Chief that’ the Presid:
the power to make such a proclu
although it niy beelaimeil;-and thg
supported by the theory and practi
that the power equally resides with an

the completé subjuzation: of . the hostile

mander in the fleld, having the authe



prucedcintctl fury in the Southwest. Tt is
raging In Tennessce, Mississippl and Ar-
kuusag, with results as yet only partially

1
RITOAWVTES

So-fursthese have been decide ol

-y in Arkansas, they have Leen ']nlinu\-. for

the Natlonal tause, anmd. Uuu are  wood

reasons for lullcnulr that t\t-n\\lugl_ the
arms of the Uniom will he trivmphant. .
. THE BATTLE OF MURFEEESRORO,

-It.1s well known that after the expulsion of

e

Gom, Bragg and-his rebels from—Kenturky
Gen. Roseerans advanced with his foree to
Nashville, while. the rebel Generals coneen-
l,r.lL(,(l thelr armies at Murfreeshoro, 32 miles
to the southeast of ‘\:.slnll]l' where they
erycted fortifleations. The forees of Dr e,
Y'eck, Rains, Cheatham,. amd a nmnber of
other rebel Generals were mathered here, il
the whole put, under the command of Gen.
Jo. Johnston, Their design scems, to have
been, originally, to attack Nashville; hut the
preparations there were too formidable, and
they contented themselves with sending ex-

" peditions to Interrupt Gen. Roscerans’ line

of communication with Loulsville, over which
he drew his supplies, which thelr superiority
In cavalry enabled them to do.  Gen. Rose-
crang thercfore determined himself to dttack
them In thelr chosen position.  He marched
from Nashville on the 26th of December at
the head of’ about 45,000 men and 100 pléces

of artillery, und, skirmisliing. all. the way,
arrived within: 12 mlles of Murfreeshoro on
the 29th. No serlous flzlitlug occurred how-
ever. until the 31s8t, when the rebels were
asgalled 1n their position on Stone river, and

Crecks and. Choetaws, who have Iaid down
theirarms sl returned to theirallesiance.
Gen. indy ])\\'it,l'; the remnant ef the rebel
army. depressed, demoralized and destitute,

towanrds Little Rock, the eapitol of the State,
Whenee he will soon issue? the President’s
T'rochunation, : :

-~

TIHHE WAR IN BAST TENNESSEE. .

and Mogzan's cavaley have beew more than |
paralleled by the andacity and suceess of 'ong
which hasx recently heen made by a body of
National troops from Eastern Kentucky, of
which we learn (he resulls through ‘rebel
sonrecs. 16 sects they penetrated the Com-
berland mountains at Pound Gap, and by a
Sgoreed smarch of 90 miles struck the Fast
Tennessee radlway ot Zollicoffer, and thenee
broke up the road.eizzhrond left, for adistanee
ol nine miles, burniugg the bridges over the
Iolsten and Wabawza Fivers, and eapturing
200 vebel eavaley sent to guard them. . ‘I'he
rebel journals are depressed over this ¢ eald,”
which they say will cluse the rond for several
weeks, “at a time when in'is taxed to ils
utmost eapaéity.” i

OTIER OPERATICNS,

Desides the operations ubave uu':-'n'.vd
there have been. several others of a brilliant
character in ‘Pennessee wnd  Mississippl,
which would ordinarily strongly arrest pubiie
aitention, Thus Gen. Sullivan has beaten
the rebel Col. Torrest ai Spring il Miss,,
capturing his artillery and 300 stand of arms.
Tho- Nutional cavalry has also destroyed the

s ttering-hefore—GonIimt, who_is meying

The ** raide” of rebel guerillas nued Stug s

deelare martkl law within the range
'()pur'ft;lous. Up to this time.the I'resi+!
reserved this authority from onr
and repudiated their action in this dir
as in thecases of Gens: Fremont ad 1
The I'roclamation 18 WOL teTTor:.,
eral decree of enu mcip'ttlnn of slave:
measure of=war exercised locally,
loyal slave States,and in the loyual |
the rebel States, slavery will conti
heretofore. This is a distinetion liab!
-misunderstood by the friends of Em
tion, and will certdinly be misreprese:
the enemies of the United States in )
The flrst will find it diflicult to und,
that the President hns no power over »
except in his military capacity, and 1!
Proclamation of freedom not strictly n
him in that capacity would be iliey
«uluw ¢ to be set nside and declared
the Supreme Court.' “I'he second will
wenken tllc sympathy with which th
clamation *will - be lu'rluiul as -
Lhumanitarian act, by represeénting the
dent as-binding the fetters on-the sl
the loyal States, and supporting
where he_has the ‘power, whilé claim
cheap credit of abollshing it where he
power. They will further seek to r¢)
it as-aflrebrand thrown into the hear:
South for the sole and fell purposc ol

( ing scervile Insurrection and “re\'h'

horrcm of San Domingo.”

That it will do the latier wé hivenn
to Dbelieve; -and that -it wil intensi
rebellion 1s stimply impossaible. - The

remain to bu'mr-'n'ul Il‘hur. they 1w

il e T e
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powdered coke, and with this mixture the retorts are charged. After the retorts are
charged there is placed endwise against the open end of each, and cemented thereto, a
conical vessel, also made of fire-clay, and called a condenser. This condenser is
eighteen inches long, and is open at both ends-one end is of sufficient size to fill the
open end of the retort, and the condenser tapers until at the other end it is two inches in
diameter. Each is so placed that the under side is nearly horizontal, and the outer end
temporarily closed with clay, except a very small opening left for the escape of
accumulating gasses. The furnace must now be heated to such a degree as to convert the
mineral into vapor, or gas, in the retorts, and upon escaping into the condenser, the
vapor becomes condensed and assumes a molten or liquid state, is drawn therefrom and
is molded into pigs or blocks of zinc.

The fire once started must be kept up to avoid danger to the retorts, as when furnaces
are allowed to cool they are rendered worthless, and the expenditure of several hundred
dollars is necessitated to replace them. The retorts are therefore charged, discharged and
recharged with the furnaces in full blast-operations requiring experience, skill and great
endurance of heat. The retorts must be made without flaw, else after being charged they
are liable to break and fall with their contents into the furnaces and be lost. There are
required each day, about thirty-five retorts and 100 condensers. To supply this demand,
there is connected with the works an extensive fire-clay pottery, in which there is
constantly employed a large number of men. The fire-clay is obtained from St. Louis,
MO.

The fire-brick used about the works is made in part from a bed of native clay, found
four miles east of Weir City. The workmen call it "Yahoo's Clay," though it is in fact a
fire-clay of an inferior grade.

Mr. Hamil, Superintendent of the calcine kilns, has built a new furnace on his own plan,
somewhat after the style of blast furnaces for iron smelting, for roasting silicate. It is
filled with alternate layers of coal and ore, then fired and run with blast. Though a new
plan with zinc works, it bids fair to be successful.

The productions of these works amount to about 18,000 pounds of zinc per day, worth
on the market from four to six cents per pound. They use about 20,000 bushels of coal
and twenty tons of calcined ore per day. The wages of the 200 men employed,
aggregates $9,000 per month.

THE BATTLE AND MASSACRE AT BAXTER
SPRINGS, OCTOBER 6, 1863.

BY DR. W. H. WARNER, GIRARD, KAN.

About two weeks prior to the massacre at Baxter Springs, two citizen mail carriers
between Fort Scott and Fort Gibson were fired upon by a small band of Quantrill's men,
led by Cy Gordon. The mail carriers returned the fire, each party firing from behind
trees. Both mail carriers were wounded and surrendered. This skirmish occurred about
ten miles south of Baxter Springs.

One of the mail carriers, called "Fatty," was recognized by Gordon as an old chum, with
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whom he had roamed the streets of Leavenworth, visited the girls, etc. "Cy" had many
questions to ask relating to Leavenworth, to his mother, and to various other matters,
which were answered by 'Fatty" to the satisfaction of "Cy;" so contrary to the usual
custom of Quantrill's men, which was to kill their prisoners, the two mail carriers were
set at liberty and permitted to pursue their journey to Baxter Springs -after being
relieved of horses and mail matter, including dispatches between the Forts, and being
informed that, as Quantrill's men were running short of blankets, kettles and other camp
equipage, it would be necessary in about ten days for them to take dinner with the
Union garrison at the Springs, and to relieve the garrison of such surplus material as
they themselves might need.

This polite threat was communicated by "Fatty" and his companion to the commandant
at the post, Lieut. Cook of the Second Kansas Colored Infantry, but little or no attention
was paid to it. "Fatty," however, at confidence in what "Cy" Gordon had told him. He
had remained in camp, under my treatment for his wounds, and was in my quarters, a
log-cabin I had urged the men to build, that in case of a fight the wounded could be
cared or safe from the enemies' bullets. When, on the 6th of October, 1863, we were
startled by the rattle of musketry and revolvers. We were attacked, though we did not
then realize it, by Quantrill's men. Cy Gordon's promise was being fulfilled.

Our garrison, up to two days previous to the attack, consisted of one company of the
Second Kansas Colored Infantry, commanded by Lieut. Cook, and Company D, of the
Third Wisconsin Cavalry, commanded by Lieut. John Crites, who had had command of
the post, but who had been summoned to Fort Scott, leaving Lieut. Cook in command
of the post. On this day, the 4th, we were re-enforced by Company C, Third Wisconsin
Cavalry, under Lieut. Pond, who assumed command of the post.

Three sides of the camp were protected by logs and earth thrown up about four feet
high, the west side having been removed the day before for the purpose of enlarging the
camp, by command of Lieut. Pond.

On the morning of the fight, sixty picked men with all the teams and wagons of the
command, were sent out to forage through the country, leaving as a garrison a fighting
force of twenty-five cavalry and sixty or seventy colored troops, more than half of the
white men in camp having been excused from foraging duty at sick call in the morning.

At 12 M., the enemy having quietly and unobserved crept near our camp, suddenly
advanced upon us at double-quick and opened fire. Our camp had been surrounded by
skirmishers. The cooking department was one hundred and fifty or two hundred feet
south of the camp and near the springs. Both the cavalry and colored infantry were
standing around the fire, while dinner was being taken up, when the enemy was
discovered advancing and rapidly firing from the east, south and west. Riding at full
gallop, they passed on the south between the men at dinner and the camp, discharging
their revolvers right and left as they advanced to the balustrade. The colored soldiers in
the cavalry at dinner, ran their best for camp, the cavalry seizing their carbines and
revolvers and the infantry their muskets, all commenced a return of fire with
undaunting bravery. While this attack was being made, the main body of the enemy
galloped from the woods skirt-ing Spring River on the east, forming in line sixty or
eighty rods north of camp, on the ridge, apparently for the purpose of making a change™
upon us in full force, simultaneously with an attack by the advance which had passed
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around the camp to the west.

At the first attack, Lieut. Pond unlimbered the howitzer, manned it the best he could,
and loaded it himself with twelve pound shell. Not one of the command at that time was
found who knew anything of artillery drill, and as a consequence the fuse was not cut,
so the shell, fell far short of the enemy; but if it did them no damage, the firing of it
notified them that we had such an instrument of death in our hands. Men never fought
more willingly nor courageously, and for twenty or thirty minutes there was a ceaseless
rattle of musketry and revolvers and booming of the cannon. After the first dash, the
enemy on the west retreated, scattered and fought from behind the shelter of trees and
the south bank of the creek, at the expiration of half an hour withdrew, unaccountably
to us, one by one, from the fight. The main body on the north, without advancing,
countermarched on a gallop back to the woods and advanced toward us a second time
as though undecided whether or not to attack. They then returned to the woods. One of
the enemy, apparently an officer. had a duel with the saddler of Company D, Third
Wisconsin, until the latter having emptied his revolver, rushed from his oak tree to his
tent after his carbine, which, on his return to his barricade, he brought to his shoulder,
with no load, when his adversary, casting his eyes around and discovering himself to be
alone, exclaimed, "Where in hell are my men," and galloped away unscathed, the last of
the enemy into the forest.

All was now quiet and still like a calm after a furious storm, and we had time to make a
list of the casualties of the fight. Of the forces at the Springs, eight white and one
colored man were killed. and from twelve to fifteen wounded, including one woman
shot through the heel, and a little child shot through the lungs. Lieut. Cook was killed
and a man who was with him, the two being in the woods practicing with their
revolvers. The husband of the wounded woman, and the father of the wounded child,
were shot in cold blood, the latter by a former schoolmate and cousin. Four or six other
married men were killed. A teamster perceiving an old acquaintance among the
advancing enemy, tossed his revolver toward him in token of surrender, and was
immediately shot by his former neighbor and friend, through the abdomen and died in
thirty minutes. The colored man who was killed while within our works and
comparatively out of danger, discovering his former master on the hill across the creek,
ran to meet him with joyous acclamation, and was, by his old master, shot through the
heart, his body rolling down the hillside in the clear waters of the brook.

Among the prisoners of our side taken were two or three who had been mere spectators
of the battle and about half a dozen others who were hunting, looking for lumber or
strolling in the woods. Near sundown they were paroled and came into camp. For an
hour or two all was quiet with the exception of preparations to receive an expected
renewed attack. We did not know who our enemy was, nor why he had so suddenly left
us, but we fully expected him to return.

About 2 or 3 o'clock in the afternoon, Maj. B. S. Henning of Gen. Blunt's Staff rode
into camp, and told us of the massacre on the prairie, and called on Lieut. Pond for a
volunteer guard of two or three men to return with him to search for Gen. Blunt, whom
he believed to be alive and hiding somewhere in the vicinity of the massacre. The
Major informed us that the enemy was Quantrill and his guerrillas.

Soon after the Major left us, a messenger bearing a flag of truce approached our camp.
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He brought from Quantrill a request for an exchange of prisoners. As we bad taken no
prisoners, Lieut. Pond returned as answer a proposition that each party should
unconditionally release all the prisoners he held. Soon afterward we heard on the prairie
nearly west of us, quick successive reports of fire-arms and it is probable that then the
prisoners taken by Quantrill were killed.

Quantrill now at the head of his entire force, supposed to be about three hundred,
approached our camp, as we had anticipated, formed in line of battle and halted on the
south bank of the creek where now stands the city of Baxter Springs, about eighty rods
southwest from our camp. Our men were all quietly awaiting his charge, prepared and
determined to give him a warm reception. The gap on the west side of our breastworks
had been closed by placing therein sutler's wagons, poles, rails, ropes, etc., etc.,[sic] and
it won have been difficult for cavalry to make a successful charge upon its from that
direction, especially as our howitzer was mounted conspicuously in the front with fuse
properly cut, and now happily manned with skilled men. Knowing our enemy, we were
all, white men and black, commissioned officers and private soldiers, fully determined
to sell our lives as dearly as possible, and to die rather than to surrender, for to
surrender would only be certain death. Thus we remained, thirty minutes-it might have
been more, it might have been less, every minute seemed as an hour, when suddenly he
wheeled and left us, marching south, and to our great relief we saw him no more.

About sundown, Maj. Henning returned to our camp accompanied by Gen. Blunt. After
dark, one by one, the wounded from the prairie came into camp. They were most of
them so badly disfigured and covered with blood as not to be recognizable. All had
been left upon the prairie for dead. Jack Arnold came in with five or six shots in the
face which could not be recognized as belonging to a human being. Others received
from five to eight wounds in different parts of the body, but a large proportion of the
wounds were in the face and head. Only ten or eleven wounded of the Federal forces,
by feigning death escaped death, and crept in after dark, surprised and rejoiced to find
us still alive and in possession. It was with good reason generally believed after the
battle by Gen. Blunt's command, that our garrison had been captured in the moming, as
Quantrill, when first seen by them, was coming from the direction our camp. When first
seen by them, as Quantrill's soldiers were all dressed in Union blue, they were supposed
to be a detail from the garrison coming to pay their respects to Blunt's command and
escort them into camp. Gen. Blunt had halted his command, and ordered his
headquarters band in front. The members of the band had arranged themselves in
position, and had their music and instruments in readiness to pay a welcome to their
supposed friends. Gen. Blunt and members of his staff were in the ambulance, their
horses being led by Orderlies; all were joyous in anticipation of an immediate march
into our camp, a hearty dinner, and a good night's rest among friends, when Quantrill's
order was given to his men to charge upon them. His command was instantly obeyed.
His men advanced upon Blunt's body guard with terrific, terrible force, with a revolver
in each hand, and yelling like demons which they were.

In a moment all was changed. Supposed friends became foes of the fiercest kind.
Happiness and hope became terror and despair. Pleasure became pain, and life became
death. Panic seized every one. Blunt's little command was in the worst position possible
to fight. No concerted action could be had. Each must fight or flee for himself, so dire
and complete was the surprise, and so overwhelming the charge. Gen. Blunt gave no
command. A command would have been of no avail, for his men soon learned that
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Quantrill, the bloody-handed and dreaded Quantrill, who six weeks before, had sacked
and burned Lawrence, the beautiful city on the Kaw, and murdered in cold blood two
hundred of her people, and who was known to give no quarter, was their foe. The only
thought in the mind of each was how to save his life. But for the hem no nieans-
;~of escape was found. Only a few on the fleetest horses got away. The case of the band
was especially sad. They had a splendid wagon built for their especial use, and they
were equipped in elegant uniforms, with side arms, fancy swords and revolvers made
not for fighting but for show. They were non-belligerents. Upon realizing the situation,
the driver wheeled his horses westward, and undertook by rapid running to escape, but
in less than a mile he was overtaken, and himself and every member of the band shot
dead. Fire was set to the wagon, and many of their bodies charred beyond recognition.
Most of them had been chosen from the Third Wisconsin Cavalry. Their leader, Pilage,
was a noble, kind-hearted, educated and liberal German, from Madison, Wis. His
remains could be distinguished from those of his dead companions in no way but by the
gold cord on his pants. The remains of all had been stripped of everything of value.

Gen. Blunt escaped in the following manner: He and Maj. Curtis, his Adjutant General,
were together, when they saw two openings in the enemy's ranks. Blunt told Curtis to
run for the one and he would try to escape through the other. In a few moments he
looked back and saw Maj. Curtis following him. At this time Gen. Blunt's horse leaped
across a ravine, scarcely keeping his feet, and throwing his rider onto his neck, but
recovering himself he sped on and carried the General safely to the woods. Next day
Maj. Curtis' body was found in this ravine with a bullet through his temple, his revolver
near him.

Gen. Blunt's command consisted of his staff-Major B. S. Henning, Capt. Farr and Major
Curtis; his headquarters clerks, the band, twelve or fourteen six-mule teams;

ambulance, one company (D) of the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and one company (A) of
the Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry. All the headquarters' books, uniforms and other
property were captured, including over $1,000 in money.

The 7th of October was the saddest the writer and his companions ever saw. The fearful
carnage of the day before was more fully realized every passing hour. All our available
force was kept busily employed from early light until darkness covered the field of
blood, searching for and bringing into camp the dead. Quantrill had thoroughly done his
work. It was evidently his intention that none should be left alive. If mercy was shown,
it was in the fact that all but one were shot through the temple, thus causing instant
death. This one was Capt. Farr, who, shot through the hips and pelvis, died a lingering,
agonizing death. The whole number belonging to Gen. Blunt's command killed in the
battle, if battle it can be called where all the fighting was done by one side, was ninety-
three and at the post eight, making one hundred and one in all. Quantrill lost two in
killed at our camp.

The foraging party under Orderly (afterward Lieutenant) Homer W. Pond, of about
sixty of our best cavalrymen, detached their mules from their wagons, and as many as
could mounted, and by the way of Carthage and Lamar, Mo., reached Fort Scott in a
few days in safety.

My theory of the battle is that about three days before, prior to the attack upon our
garrison, Quantrill had had one or more spies in our camp, probably in the night time,
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before Lieut. Pond re-enforced us with Company C, of the Third Wisconsin, and the
howitzer. He had planned his attack upon us, anticipating an easy victory on account of
our supposed weakness, and was entirely ignorant of Blunt's movements or presence in
the vicinity. When the main body of his command filed out of the woods on the east on
the gallop to charge us from the north, he discovered on his right Blunt's command,
halted, and preparing to make a grand entry into our camp for dinner. He instantly
realized that he was between two forces, our garrison on his left and Blunt's command
on his right. Retiring for a moment to the woods for consultation, he re-appeared on the
north, as we supposed to attack us, but really for the purpose of charging upon and
disposing of Blunt's command, before effecting our capture. And when, after the
massacre of Blunt's bodyguard, he again re-appeared on the hill and stood drawn up in
line as if intending to attack us, he must have desisted from the attack on account of our
evident thorough preparations to receive him. It is true history, I believe, though stated
otherwise by some, that the Federal forces on the prairie made no stand, and did not fire
a gun, but ran at the first, as soon as they realized that the charging party was an enemy,
and many of the men threw away their carbines to lighten their weight.

The usual precautions, taken when on a march, were not taken; there were no deploys
ds. Gen. Blunt was severely censured by the press and individuals fo
ereliction of duty for not using The OTANATy PreCattions against-surprise of Sidden
attack by an enemy, by those who knew the facts. There had been created for him a
department, with headquarters at Fort Gibson. When attacked, he was on the way to his
new headquarters, to assume command of his department. He had taken great pains to
secure a grand and imposing outfit, including a department band of skilled musicians,
elegantly uniformed, and he had procured a full corps of department clerks, and new
uniforms for himself and staff.

After suffering this sad mistortune, he never assumed command at Fort Gibson; but
after remaining five or six days in our camp at Baxter Springs, he returned to Fort Scott.

| Tableof Contents || NextSection || PreviousSection || Cutler's History of Kamsas |
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KILLED AT BAXTER SPRINGS, C. N. [CHEROKEE NATION]

WISCONSIN THIRD CAVALRY

NAME RANK Cco WHERE WHEN

"L Asa W. Farr QM Baxter Springs, C.N.  Oct. 6" 1863
2. John Davis Priv. C ¢ o T TR T T

3. William Lloyd s ' 8 " %

4. Thomas Leach “ “ “ “

5. Dennis McNairy “ « « “

6. Abram A. Rockafellow il ® %

7. Philemon Stimpson “ “ “ “
8. George W. Tice “ G “ “
§9. Albert A. Bennett  Sergt. H « «
0. Orman Shaver Priv. “ “ «
"11. Joseph Burlingame ~ Sergt. I & “
“S12. David Beam Corp. " “ %
~~13. William E. Hopper  “
“~.14. Samuel P. Hart o o . “
~15. Robert R. Murphy - - &
"~16. Henry Brewer Priv. @ “ “
~17.William C. Clark # < %
“18. James Demsey “ o » %
,:\l 9. Stephen V. Gallea  “ “ “ “
20. John Ganen @ . “ " .
"“21. Alfred Green « « « «
"~22. William M. Gifford “ « ‘ “ “
*23. Frank Guloin - “ o “
~=24. Gottlieb F. Mossinger X - “
~25. Henry A. Pond “ “ “ “
“~26. Lincoln S. Rice “ “ * “
">27.Marion Reckard o “ “
"“28. Dennis Smith . u @ “
“~29. Francis Van Camp ¥ e »
“30. Abram Woodall ~ “ «“ . .
~31. John C. Wright “ « « “
™32, John Zahner - 4 “ “

- (13

[1] “ &

DIED OF WOUNDS RECEIVED AT BAXTER SPRINGS

33. Cyrus K. Bly Ist Sgt. B Oct. 11, ‘63
34Daniel E. Bateman Sergt. Oct. 10, 63
35. Cyrus O. Howard Priv. (64 Dec. 22,63
36. George R. Kelley F Oct. 10, ‘63
37. Fredrick A. Martin “ E Nov. 8, ‘63 -
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38. John Russell Priv. C Nowv. 18, ‘63

39. Lorenzo A. Dixon  Ist Lt. C Oct. 29, ‘63
40. Martin Van Duzen Priv. C Oct. 13, ‘63
ADDITIONAL UNKNOWNS

“16 Members of General Blunt’s Band supposed to be details from different commands
but no data can be found as to names, co’s, or regiment.”

Major Z. T. Curtis killed October 6, 1863--Son of General Curtis and supposed to be from
some Iowa Regiment.
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Maj. Henry Z. Curtis Ass’t Ad. Gen.

U. S. Vol.
Chaplain Ozem B. Gardner
13" Kansas Inf.
14" Kansas Cavalry
T. B. Long E. B. Shap
J. A. Baker Elias Way
G. W. Tracy Jno. Welsh
Jesse Gay D. S. Elliott
M. M. Stanley Thos. Kelley
W. T. Collins Theo Tracy
Thos. Martin Thos. Morgan
Alex Miller J. T. Cardwell
Sgt. Theo Wade Zimri Percy
Henry Stuttee Sgt. Geo. Keith
Owen Donnelly Dan’l Sullivan
Lawrence Roach Jas. Buckmaster
Corp’l W. G. Martin
79" U.S.C.T.
Corporal Bedford Green
Brigade Band
~ M. Munser -Jno. Fritz
~ Swartk Quis ~ Sgt. T. L. Davis
~ Frank Balloun . Geo. Gemunder
- Sgt. Henry Bulow - Henry Pellage
™ Sgt. J. P. M. Madison ™ Frank Rossmaith
— Corp’l Fred K. Simon ™ Corp’l Nathan Nott
* Corp’l Theo Luscher
Civilians
John Fry J. R. O’Neill
Jos. Regner Chas. Wood
Thos Clary Geo. Holman
Jno. McClure Remel Wood
J. C. Lowbower Holas Cowery
Henry Remble Martin Housel



Jack

A. W. Gaines
Joseph Endicott

Zack

2" Kansas Battery

Corp’l Van R. Hancock

9" Kansas Cavalry
Lieut. A. T. Spencer
Geo. A. Ela
J. M. Barrow
Peter Shafer

2™ Ohio Cavalry
Enoch Summers
Roman Winchell

83%U. 8.CT.
Lieut. R. E. Cook
Chas. Allen

9" Wisconsin Infantry
Ludwig Salzwedell

12" Kansas Infantry
Jno. T. Moore

15" Kansas Cavalry
Corp’l W. J. Wallace.

Thos. Larkin
Cameron Garrett
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Descriptive Letter of General Blunt

From Our Special Correspondent

Leavenworth, Kansas, Monday, October 12, 1863

The telegraph has already given you the fact of an attack by Quantrell upon Gen, Biunt, and
the slaughter of his staff and escort. Let it be my task to give you the details of the sad affair.
As no blame can attach to the General or any of his officers, except that portion of his escort
who behaved cowardly, it is very necessary that the facts be known. On the face of it there
seems to have been recklessness of negligence. The details will justify neither censure.

As you are aware, Gen. Blunt returned from Fort Smith to Fort Scott about fifteen days
since. It was his intention to move headquarters on the 15th inst., from Fort Scott to Fort Smith,
and return to that point with his train. His health mended slowly after moving North.

It is not to be disguised that great anxiety was felt at Headquarters, lest Price, whom the
falling back of Gen. Steele with his army corps to Helena, after the brilliant affair at Little Rock,
left unmolested at Arkadelphia, with nearly 20,000 men, further strengthened by the remains of
the rebel forces driven out of the Indian Territory by Blunt, should swing round to the west and
attack the small force under Gen. Blunt, necessarily scattered at the salient points where
garrisons were essential. That anxiety was increased when it was known that Gen. Schofield
had ordered the Second Colorado battalion of infantry to march to Springfield, Mo. This left
Gen. Blunt with but one regiment of infantry (white,) with the three depleted Indian regiments,
holding Fort Blunt, with Fork Town, Scullyville and Webber's Falls, in the Territory, and a
portion of the Second and Sixth Kansas, and Third Wisconsin cavalry, numbering in all about
1,000 men, for scouting and escort duty. Col. Cloud, commanding in Western Arkansas, had
only the First regiment Kansas (colored,) and the Thirteenth Kansas (white) infantry for
garrison, at Fort Smith and Van Buren. He had a large number of recruits, unarmed and
equipped, except the weapons they had carried with them into the mountains. Three thousand
men would cover his available force. It is certainly true, that if to be left entirely unsupported
was the policy of the Department commander, Gen. Blunt's lines are too far advanced. As a
bitter difference of opinion has existed between Gens. Blunt and Schofield on this point, it
looks as though the falling back of Gen. Steele to Helena was admirably adapted to prove
Gen. Schofield's policy the correct one. It only need be said that Gen. Blunt, at the head of
such a force as Steele had, would not have stopped short of disorganizing and destroying
Price's army.

On the 3d or 4th inst. Gen. Blunt received advices from Lieut. Jenks, A. A. A. General to
Col. Cloud, that Marmaduke was moving from Arkadelphia against Fort Smith, with a cavalry
force of from three to five thousand. It since appears that this force was in reality Col. Joe
Shelby's brigade, which lately entered Missouri at Pineville, and is now devastating Southwest
Missouri.

Acting on this information with the promptness and energy which are his preeminent
characteristics, Gen. Blunt took a small escort of 100 men, consisting of portions of Company
|, Third Wisconsin cavalry and Company A, Fourteenth Kansas cavalry, under Capt. Larimer
and Second Lieut. R. Pierce. The latter men were all raw recruits, the Wisconsin boys being
veterans of two years' experience. Major H. Z. Curtis, A. A. G., (a son of Major Gen. Curtis,)
Lieut. Far, Third Wisconsin, Judge Advocate on the Division staff, Major Benning, Third
Wisconsin, District Provost-Marshall, and Lieut. John C. Tappan, Second Colorado infantry, A.
D. C., accompanied the General, with the division band and headquarters' retinue of clerk,
orderlies, teamsters, &c., numbering about forty persons. Among those who accompanied the
General was James O'Neill, Esq., of this city, who was connected with Frank Leslie's
establishment as artist and correspondent. Mr. O'Neill was a young man of genius, versatility
and generosity. He possessed brilliant power, and as an artist, musician, orator and actor, bid
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fair to make himself a proud reputation. Brave and adventurous, he attached himself to the
Army of the Frontier to gratify those feelings by the pursuit of his profession. He was murdered
at the Baxter's Springs slaughter.

But to return to the movement of the General. With the force spoken of he left Fort Scott on
Sunday afternoon, the 4th inst. His information did not lead him to anticipate difficulty till he got
south of Baxter's Spring, sixty-three miles from Scott, where Company A, Second Colored
infantry, and two companies of Third Wisconsin cavalry, under Lieut. Pond, were stationed.
This post is an important position, commanding the military roads to Forts Blunt and Smith,
which cross Spring River at this point. The camp is located near the timber. A rude earthwork
for rifle-pits defends the camp and was of great value in repulsing Quantrell. Pond had seen
sufficient bushwhacking tracks to know that a considerable guerilla force was in the densely
wooded country to the east of him, hence he was under the necessity of sending out heavy
scouts and foraging parties. His cavalry were all out the morning of the attack, foraging. Gen.
Blunt reached the neighborhood on Tuesday noon. The following extracts from private letters
to members of his Staff, will tell the events that followed better than | can:

——————————— — i : R

Baxter's Springs, Kansas, Wednesday,
Oct. 7, 1863 - 10 P.M.

Capts. Tholen and Loring:

Everything in the staff wagons is lost. The wagons were burned with most of their
contents. We have just found the body of Major Curtis. When | wrote Major Blair last night it
was supposed he was a prisoner, as we had searched the ground over near where his horse
fell last evening, and could not find him. Moreover, Quantrell's Adjutant, or a person
representing himself as such, who came into Lieut. Pond's camp with a flag of truce, said they
had my A. A. G. a prisoner. To-day he was found near where he was thrown from his horse,
shot through the head, evidently murdered after being taken prisoner. | shall start his body with
that of Lieut. Farr to Fort Scott this evening.

You will probably have heard some of the particulars of the affair here yesterday before you
receive this. The escort, Company |, Third Wisconsin cavalry, and Company A, Fourteenth
Kansas cavalry, behaved disgracefully, and stampeded like a drove of frightened cattle. | did
not anticipate any difficulty until we got below this point. We arrived near this camp about 12
M., and halted on the hill almost in sight of the camp, and not more than four hundred yards
distant, to wait for escort and wagons to close up.

The escort came up and dismounted to wait for the wagons, which were but a short
distance behind. At this time my attention was called to a body of men,--about one hundred,--
advancing in line from the timber of Spring River, on the left, which you will recollect is not
more than three hundred or four hundred yards from the road. The left of their line was not
more than two hundred yards from Lieut. Pond's camp at the Spring.

They being nearly all dressed in Federal uniforms, | supposed them at first to be Lieut.
Pond's cavalry, (two companies,) on drill. At the same time my suspicions were aroused by
some of their movements. | ordered the wagons, which had just come up, to the rear, formed
the escort in line with their carbines unslung, while | advanced alone toward the party fronting
us, to ascertain if they were rebels. | had advanced a short distance when they opened fire; at
the same time firing was heard down in Pond's camp. Turning round to give the order to the
escort to fire, | discovered them all broken up and going over the prairies to the west at full
speed. They did not even discharge the loaded carbines they had in their hands, except in a
few cases. Had the escort stood their ground as soldiers should have done, they would have
driven the enemy in ten minutes. | endeavored in vain, with the assistance of Maj. Curtis, to
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Incident at Baxter Springs on October 6, 1863

Lary C. Rampp

BAX’I‘EB’S SPRINGS, astride the military road between Texas,

Fort Gibson, and Fort Leavenworth, was an important link in
the Union logistical network during the Civil War. The destruction
or prolonged closure of this vital way-station would have meant the
forced abandonment of the most forward Federal post in the trans-
Mississippi West, Fort Gibson. Only in one specific case was the
military encampment at Baxter Springs? threatened with annihila-
tion. This occurred when Col. William C. Quantrill, Confederate
guerrilla chieftain, accidentally stumbled onto the post while mov-
ing to winter camp at Bonham, Tex. This chance encounter almost
spelled disaster for the small Union outpost.?

In 1863 the Union army units in the trans-Mississippi West had
been very active in their summer campaign. Maj. Gen. James G.
Blunt had brought to a close a successful invasion of Confederate
Indian territory.* His punitive e ition resulted in a Federal
victory at Fort Gibson, then a Confederate fortification. Another
victory was had at Honey Springs near present Muskogee, Okla.;
and the capitulation of Fort Smith, Ark., September 1, 1863, brought
complete success. These victories occurred in June-September, 1863.
A survey of the entire war front, east and west of the Mississippi
river, presents evidence enough to substantiate the observation that

LurC.Rmrr,uulivudOH-hun,il- graduate teachin assistant in the Department
of Political at Oklahoma Stnte,Univl:&jﬂy. St:ill\'vn.tgr. Teh: nearing completion of a

Ph. D. in histary, ializing in A tary es. paration of the paper
in the R h Foundation at Oklak State University, to
:vuhdped I:::e})l':h 2 Rave a ersity, to which the

1. The springs, wher the military set up the o ere ed for A. Baxter. A
town called Baxter Sprl.ng: was established there in lmf'uswl&i:;n&e name for nl.latlnz.

!.mhlnobumudMWHH.Wri . Oklah : A Hist the State and
B Pl o o e York, Lewis Hittoden) onama: Co., 1850, b aauctg,ond
to b Bogas, , 1068, Gtemle &0 Andacs OaL 24,
1863, Steele to » November 8, 1863, U. S, War Department, Wﬂ&ﬁ:a Rebellion :

as| » Government Printing Office . 2, »
862, 863, 1048, 1063. Hereinafier cited oo Official Records. Although the Federal outpost
of Fort Gibson was renamed Fort Blunt in July, 1863, the old name of Fort Gibson q
came back into common usage, while Fort Blunt remained the official name until the close
of the Civil War,
8. The Confederate held portion of Indian territory was along an east-west line,
adhering generally to the meander belt of the Arkansas river, west to the esent-day
Chandler. From the Wwas in the hands of the Plains o C.

3 Indians..

Rampp, “The Twilight of the Confed in Indian Territory, 1863-1865" i
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Franklin Hudson Pub g Company, 1922), p. 209.
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these two months marked the “twilight of the Con_ rac
Though large-scale campaigning ended for the year with e tak
of Fort Smith, the fighting was far from over. Patrols and scc
from both sides were continually brushing into each other. Forw
lines and specific positions were general and vague; being
behind the lines did not carry the consolation of safety.

Quantrill and his guerrillas passed several times through
Baxter Springs area going to and from his base camp establisl
at Bonham during winters in upper Texas.® The Confederates t1
on several occasions to mount a counteroffense in an effort
dislodge the Union forces from Indian territory. Because of p
discipline, declining morale from recent defeats, and the lack
resupply depots of any value, few of the plans materialized.”

With the Fort Smith area secure in Union hands, General Bl
returned to his main supply depot at Fort Scott, Kan., in the la
part of September, 1863. On October 4 he received dispatches fr
Fort Smith informing him that Confederate supply and recruitm
activity along with definite troop movements had increased to
extent that the main fortification at Fort Smith was being threate:
with seige by a superior Confederate force. Blunt immedial
began preparations to return to Fort Smith in order to direct
defense of that all-important base himself. Included in the m
were most of his staff, records, papers, and all portable headquar
property.® The escort assigned to Blunt consisted of part of |
company of the Third Wisconsin cavalry regiment, and part
one company of the 14th Kansas cavalry, a total force_ :lud
staff personnel, of about 100 fighting men. To this were ad
the administrative personnel, his clerks, orderlies, and the brig
band, which rode in a specially built wagon.

Leaving late in the afternoon of October 4, the Federal colu

5. Honey Springs was one of the most important Confederate supply depots in Ir
territory. Blunt to Schofield, Septcmber 11, 1863, Oﬁcaﬂi Records, Series 1, v. 22,
p. 525; Bamey King Neal, Jr., “Federal’ Ascendancy in Indian Territory, 1862 ll
(unpu'blashed M. A. thesis, Oklahoma State University, Stillwater, Okla., 1968),

6. Thoburn and Wright, Oklahoma: A History of the State and Its Peo&:

346, 347; Britton, The Union Indian Brigade in the Civd War, pp. 313 14 B]ux
Mmh October 19 1863, Blair to (.-rcene, October 15, 1863, Henning to Greene Oc¢
y 63 Official Rccmd: Series 1, 22 pt. 1, pp. 888—6"1‘8 Steele to Anderson,
1, 1863 Steele to Boggs, June 8, lﬁﬁ:. Steels to Anderson, October 24, 1863, Stee
Cooper ‘November 8, 1863, ibid., pt. 2, pp. 833-834, 862-863, 1048, 1063, 1064.

“The Twilight of the Confederacy in Indian Territory, 1863- 1865,"
33—36 N't-n.]lJ “Federal Ascendancy in Indian Territory, 1562 1563 pp. 110-115; §
to Anderson, February 15, 1864, Official Records, Series 1, v. i:vl 1, pp. 28-36; Vict
Harlow, Oklahoma lts Oﬂgt.n.l and Development: A Hm‘ary tOk ahoma City, Harlow
lishing "Corporation, 1949), p. 191.
8. The staff of Mﬂ}lr General Blunt consisted of the fnl]owl.ng officer sonnel:

B. S. Henning, Third Wisconsin cavalry regiment, provost-marshal; Maj. Z. Curtis,
assigned, nsmtanl ad;utam ge-ns-ra’ Lt. J. E. Tappan, Second Calorado cavnlry Tegir
aide-de-camp; Third Wisconsin cavalry re?.men! judge advocate.—
to Greene, cmber 15 1553 bﬁim: Records, Series 1, v. 22, pt. 1, p. 690.
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with the various supply and baggage wagons slowing its progress,
traveled only six miles the first day before going into camp on
Drywood creek south of Fort Scott on the military road. Early
the next moming the march continued. Blunt planned to go to
Fort Smith via the Union outpost, Fort Gibson. After a 34-mile
march, he halted and set up camp again, this time at Cow creek.
The rate of travel was such that by noon of October 6 the Union
column would arrive in the vicinity of Baxter Springs.?

The fortification at Baxter Springs was vulnerable at this time.
Because of recent reinforcements the original enclosure that served
as a fort and camping ground was being enlarged. The old fort
consisted of four walls made of logs and earth reaching a height
of four feet. The frontage to the east, made up of log barracks,
totaled about 100 feet. The north and south walls were about the
same length and of the same construction as the east wall, logs
and earth. The west wall was to be rebuilt after the north and
south walls were finished. The exposure to the west made the other
three walls useless; an enemy could trap and corner the garrison
within the enclosure and cut it to pieces. Cooking facilities for the
Union camp were situated in a separate structure about 200 feet
from the south wall of the fort, on the north bank of a small swift
stream. Just opposite, on the south bank, were the springs.®

The garrison of Baxter Springs was a mixed group of soldiers,
infantry and cavalry, colored and white. It included one company
of the Kansas Second Colored Volunteer infantry regiment, com-
manded by Lt. R. E. Cook, and Company D, Third Wisconsin
cavalry regiment, commanded by Lt. John Crites. A portion of
Company C, Third Wisconsin cavalry regiment, commanded by
Lt. James B. Pond, arrived on October 4. Pond, as senior officer,
assumed command and ordered the new construction and enlarging,
and officially named the fortification Fort Blair after the command-
ing officer of the post at Fort Scott, Ltc. Charles W. Blair, 14th
Kansas cavalry regiment.!!

On the moming of October 6 a detail was assigned to foraging
duty. By mid-morning it was formed up in the center of the Baxter
Springs enclosure and prepared to depart. The forage column
consisted of 60 cavalrymen and all of the wagons consigned to

9. Henning to Greene, October 7 1863, Blunt to Marsh, October 19, 1863, Fond to
Blair, October 7, 1863, ibid., pp, 658-690, 693-700; Schofield to Halleck. Octone 9,
1863, ibid., pt. 3, p. 622; Richard S. Brownles, c% Ghosts of the Confederacy (Baton
Rouge, Louisiana State University Press, 1958), p. 128,

10. William E. Connelley, Quantrill and the Bord Wars (Cedar Ra The Torch
Press, 1910), pp. 425.424, W e e

11. Ibid., p. 422,
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duty at Baxter Springs. As they moved up the military road they
were to reconnoiter the entire area in order to prevent a surprise
attack on the now weak garrison.

At this time Quantrill, with a guerrilla command of over 400
men, all well mounted and armed, had entered the Baxter Springs
vicinity. Since his infamous raid on Lawrence the previous month
his Confederate force had been forced by Federal patrols to scatter
over the rough terrain of southwestern Missouri. About October
1 the guerrillas met at a prearranged location in southern Missouri
and began an early movement south to winter quarters at Bonham.
Intersecting the military road several miles above Baxter Springs,
Quantrill turned his guerrilla column south, astride the military
road. To prevent surprise and ensure security he threw out flank
guards along with advance and rear detachments of some force.
Cpt. Dave Pool, one of Quantrill's most ruthless company com-
manders, led the advance party and it was he who discovered that
there was a force of Federal personnel at Baxter Springs. Scouring
the northern parts of the area Pool captured a section of the re-
cently departed Baxter Springs forage and fatigue party. From
the civilian drivers and teamsters, he learned that a large group of
Federal troops was at that time stationed at Baxter Springs, but
they made no mention of the fortification located there. Hearing
of the enemy personnel in their immediate front, Quantrill ordered
Cpt. William H. Gregg to the support of the advance detachment.
Gregg was another of Quantrill's able captains, as bloodthirsty as
any of the other guerrillas.?

Reaching Captain Pool, Gregg found him “fooling the enemy
by hoisting a Federal flag.” ** By this time Quantrill had joined
the halted advance party with the remainder of the Confederate
main column. Conferring briefly with his company commanders,
Quantrill laid out his plan of attack. The main Confederate at-
tack would be made east to west. Quantrill and about 150 men, all
mounted, would be on the extreme right flank, or north of Captain
Pool. Pool’s men would make up the Confederate center and left
flank, the majority of the Confederate battle line, Gregg was sta-
tioned to the rear and a little north of Pool's command, being
utilized as reserve and positioned where he could support both
Quantrill and Pool as needed.

It was the dinner hour at Baxter Springs when the guerrillas
launched their surprise attack. Feeling secure in Federal occupied

12. Pond to Blair, October 7, 1868, Official Records, Series 1, v. 22, pt. 1, p. 698;
Connelley, Quantrill and the Border Wars, p. 424. o -

13. Ibid.
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territory, the troops were eating a leisurely meal and chatting in
small groups around the exposed construction site and cooking
arbor. Their weapons were stacked, in the usual military manner,
in neat rows in the center of the fortification. Lieutenant Pond was
200 yards away eating alone in his tent. The attack was completely
unexpected; one moment peaceful quiet, the next pistol fire and
yells filled the air.

The Confederate attack hit with such force that Pond and his
men were briefly and temporarily cut off from the stockade with
yelling guerrillas trying to ride them down. Lieutenant Pond
ordered the surprised Union soldiers to get inside the fort and
return the hostile fire. According to his report, Pond ran through
the ranks of the attackers to the enclosure and alone fired the
command’s only artillery piece, a light field howitzer. This gave
the remainder of the stranded Federal soldiers the respite they
needed to reach the cover of the fort. Four of Pond’s men were lost
in the effort to reach the stockade shelter. After the surprise of
the attack was gone the infantry formed and supported by the
dismounted cavalry, began to deliver a devastating fire into the
Confederate ranks.* The quick rally within the open fortification
prevented its capture, and the guerrillas were soon forced to retreat
beyond the range of the Federal muskets. s

About the time of the attack General Blunt arrived within 400
yards of the fort proper. The camp, situated in the low part of a
hollow in a hill, was not visible to Blunt or any of the staff or
escort accompanying him. He halted the cavalry column to allow
them to dress their ranks, and let the wagons close up. Blunt was
about to order the escort to resume the march when a large group
of horsemen was seen emerging from the dense woods to the left
of the Federal column. The strange command moved to the top
of a low ridge about 500 yards away and halted. Once aligned,
it began to move slowly forward toward the Blunt escort. At a
distance of 300 yards it stopped again. Many troopers of the
Federal escort supposed the unknown command to be part of the
Baxter Springs garrison drilling on the open prairie, or just re-
turning from a scout. Blunt, taking no chances, ordered the two
escort companies into line of battle; the wagons were quickly
formed in close order to the rear of the Union combat formation.

The Confederate command on top of the ridge was as surprised

soFond to Blair, October 7, 1863, Official Records, Series 1, v. 23, pt. 1, pp, 698,
00, Gt ey Qeteber 7, Rordes Wy s i

15. Pond to Blair, October 7, 1868, Official Records, Series 1, v. 22, pt. 1, pp. 698, 699,
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to see Federal troops in that area, as the Union troopers wr
amazed to see any one on that prairie in such large numbete”
| Quantrill, who was in command of this section of the Confederate
| attack formation, ordered the reserve command of Gregg and
Captain Pool’s company to join them on the top of the ridge.1®
While Blunt’s troops were wheeling into line under the direction
| of Maj. H. Z. Curtis, William S. Tough, a civilian scout working
for Blunt, moved forward alone to get a closer look at the un-
identified column on top of the hill. After about 10 minutes he
| returned to report that the cavalry formation consisted of Confed-
erate irregulars. Hearing this, Blunt moved forward himself to
try to assess the specific designs of the Confederates. He had not
| gotten more than 75 yards when the Southern cavalrymen began
to deliver a spattering of pistol fire in his direction. At the same
instant, Blunt heard for the first time the defensive firing from the
| Baxter Springs fortification below the hill. Blunt, now assured that
v the men dressed in Federal uniforms were Confederate guerrillas,
turned back to his men to order a charge only to discover that
his line had broken at the first rounds of Confederate fire. Rein-
forcements had also come into the guerrilla line so that they were
between the Baxter Springs fortification and Blunt’s command. This
move prevented any hope of joining the two small units into one
larger fighting force.!?
Maj. Benjamin §. Henning, Third Wisconsin cavalry regiment,
Blunt’s provost-marshal, had ridden forward about the same time
as Blunt, but at a distance from him, to survey the situation mor
closely. Henning rode in a southeasterly direction for about 15
yards. Reaching the crest of the hill, he saw the fighting at Baxter
Springs for the first time. The camp was nearly surrounded by
Confederate horsemen. When Gregg had been ordered to join
Quantrill on the brow of the hill, some men had been removed from
i the Confederate encirclement. The fighting in some areas was still
very fierce. Quantrill’s men were desperately trying to dislodge
the Union soldiers and silence the single piece of Federal artillery.

| 16. Henning to Greene, October 7, 1863, Blunt to Marsh, October 19, 1863, ibid.,
| pp. 688, 689, 693, 604,

17. Henning to Greene, October 7. 1863, ibid., pp. 93, 694; William Sloan Tough,
Federal scout for General Blunt at the Baxter Springs incident, had a distinguished career
| during the Civil War, A man of resourcefulness and unlimited courage, he had no interest
i in the war in 1861. In early 1862 he was attacked by a band of Jayhawkers and had a

consignment of horses stolen from him. While searching for the thieves he was shot and left

a thin edge as to legality be was judged a basical ood man. William Tough died in
1914.—Lela Barnes, ed., “An E itor Looks at arf
Quarterly, v. 26, No. 2 (Summer, 1960), pp. 122-124,
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Major Henning was in a position where the Confederate stragglers
had to pass his left flank, moving from southwest to northeast. He

At this time Tough and another scout, Stephen Wheeler, joined
Major Henning at the crest of the hill. Just as Henning was about

The distance between Quantrill and Blunt had closed to 200
yards, the guerrillas firing as they proceeded down the slope at a
fast walk. It was at this time that the Federal battle line wavered.

their horses around and run from the oncoming guerrillas. Major
Curtis and the other company officers forced them to stop before

The guerrillas with Quantrill now perceived victory and with a
shout vaulted forward firing as fast as they could. The remainder
of the Federal line began to stagger; men in groups of two or three
left the line leaving large gaps and spreading panic through the

18. Henning to Greene, October 7, 1863, Blair to Creene, October 15, 1863, Official
Records, Series i, v. 22, pp. 692-695,
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rest of the ranks. Company I of the Third Wisconsin delivered »
full volley at the guerrillas which had a telling effect on the enemy.
right wing, causing some of the guerrillas to stop and others to
slow down. Major Henning had hopes of a Federal rally, but the
guerrillas” hesitation was only momentary; the right flank lagged
but did not break up. The men of Company I fired their revolvers
continuously at Quantrill's men until they were within 20 feet, then
turned to flee. But by then it was too late. The Confederate guer-
rillas were among them shooting indiscriminately. Of the 40 men
of Company I, 23 were killed on the spot and six were wounded
and left on the field for dead.!®

General Blunt and several of his staff made every effort to rally
the fleeing Federal troops. The horses were no match for the su-

. perior Confederate mounts and it was no problem for the guerrillas
to catch up with the scattering Union troopers. Many Federal
survivors had narrow escapes. Blunt escaped the hands of Quantrill
and his men only because his horse was equal to any of theirs.
With the help of Major Curtis, he was able to rally only about 15
men after a chase of one-and-a-half miles. With these men Blunt
turned back toward Baxter Springs. The Union general made a
courageous decision at this time. From his small force he dis-
patched Lt. J. E. Tappan with six troopers to Fort Scott for help.
It was his plan to harass the Confederate guerrillas until reinforce-
ments could arrive. Also he planned to trail the Confederate guer-
rillas as far as possible so that they could be found later and
properly dealt with.?

Lt. A. W. Farr had been shot down while trying to escape o
foot, one of the first Federal soldiers to fall in the fighting. He
had been unarmed and was riding in one of the two carriages
that were accompanying the wagon train.?!

The engagement had now evolved from a struggle between two
enemy columns in regular battle formation into individual combat,
each man for himself. Several unsuccessful attempts were made
by the guerrillas to kill or capture Major Henning while he ob-
served the destruction of the Union escort. Even though he es-

f caped, Henning found himself cut off from Blunt and the bulk of

the Union escort. After a couple of futile attempts to rejoin his
command, Henning moved instead toward the fort in hopes of

| i 19. Henning to Greene, October 7, 1863, ibid., pp. 693-695.

‘ | 20. Blunt to Marsh, October 19, 1863, ibid., p. 689,

| | 21. A, W. Farr was a lawyer from Geneva, Wisc., and at one time had been the law
|
|

partner of Maj. Gen. Benjamin F. Butler at Worchester, Mass.—Henning to Greene, October
7, 1863, ibid., p. 697.
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were pelting the dirt and log breastwork all the time Henning was
at the Baxter Springs fortification, 22

Pond was surprised to find Henning, his own commanding officer,
suddenly standing beside him while he was operating the field piece.
He had drawn the conclusion that the gunfire over the brow of

had been sent as an escort for that morning’s forage detail. Henning
elected not to deplete the Baxter Springs command any further,
and took only seven cavalrymen, all that were left within the
fortification, then returned to the top of the hill in the general
direction of the firing.

From the brow of the hill, the full extent of the carnage was
revealed to him. All across the plain lay Federal soldiers. Here
and there individual horses were seen dashing across the prairie,
riderless and panic-stricken, while guerrillas were chasing the few
remaining mounted Federals and shooting them down without
mercy. Some of the Confederate irregulars were busy sacking the
deserted wagons of the Blunt escort train. Bodies of the unfortunate
drivers and teamsters were scattered around the wagons, some
hanging half out of the driver’s boot, some still in their death
agonies.

To one side of the main conflict was the brigade band wagon.
It had escaped notice in the wild efforts to escape made by the
other wagons but was now trying to reach the top of the hill. A
large group of guerrillas spotted it and began a hot pursuit. Once
within range the raiders began firing, riding close to the wagon
thinking that all of the musicians were unarmed and easy marks
for death. One rebel, William Bledsoe, rode too close and was
shot dead for his eagerness. As the other guerrillas closed in for
the kill, the wagon hit a sharp dip in the ground with such force
that the left front wheel was torn from the axe and the wagon
turned over. Before the musicians could do anything more than
wave white handkerchiefs as a token of surrender, all 14 were shot.

Besides the musicians in the wagon, James O’'Neal, a noncom-
batant artist for Frank Leslie’s pictorial newspaper, was felled with

22. Henning to Greene, October 7, 1868, ibid., p. 895.
13—4005
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| a bullet in the brain without any attention to his pleas for mercy.
A Negro lad of not more than 12 years of age, a servant to the -
band leader, was downed also. With all shot down and presumed
dead, the wagon was then set afire and the bodies of the bandsmen
; and noncombatants, the driver and the young Negro, were pitilessly
thrown beneath it as a final act of savagery. The shock of the heat
from the burning wagon brought the Negro lad to consciousness
and he endeavored to crawl to safety. He was later found 30 yards
away lying on his back, dead. His clothes were all burned off
| except the bits of cloth that were between his back and the ground.
J' The tales of the wounded attest to the vicious character of the
Confederate attacking column. Sgt. Jack Splane, Company I, Third
I Wisconsin cavalry, was treated for five gunshot wounds; one in
! the head, another through his chest, one in the bowels, the remain-
| ing two in his leg and arm. Splane was ridden down by a Con-
federate guerrilla and captured. When his arms had been taken
the guerrilla told him: “Tell old God that the last man you saw on
earth was Quantrill.” It was at this point that Splane received the
multiple gunshot wounds. At the Baxter Springs fortification a
woman, and a child were both wounded deliberately by one of the
Confederate guerrillas. Sgt. W. L. McKenzie, Company C, Third
Wisconsin cavalry, who had witnessed the incident, killed the
| | Confederate with his revolver before he could leave the scene of
Fiy his deed.**

i At 2:00 P. M. the fighting was over. The guerrillas were still
pillaging the deserted Federal wagons in hopes of finding some
article of value that had been overlooked, and they feasted on the
Federal rations found in the wagon train. Some became drunk on
the whiskey located in the officers’ whiskey chest. Several of the
guerrillas were drinking near a group of Union dead when one
of them, Riley Crawford, staggered over to one of the Federal
bodies. Crawford struck the Union soldier with a cavalry sabre
he had captured and said, “Get up, you Federal son of a bitch.”
f To the surprise of Crawford and the other guerrillas standing about
i watching, the Union soldier did get up. The soldier supposed his

iR try at feigning death had been discovered and he now stood before
the drunk guerrilla to pay for his unsuccessful attempt at escape.
Crawford drew his pistol and shot him to death.® A teamster of
the Federal wagon train recognized an old friend among the

! 23. Ibid., pp. 695, 696.
| | 24. Ibid., p. 697.
1 25. Connelley, Quantrill and the Border Wars, pp. 429, 430,
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guerrillas and, in an effort to save himself, ran over to him, where
he surrendered his revolver. His friend then turned the surrendered
Weapon on the teamster and shot him down. A Negro soldier,
surrounded by guerrillas and having his escape cut off, saw his
old master in a party of attackers and ran to him for protection.
The former master shot him through the heart, killing him

By 4:00 P.M. the guerrilla command had brought its gory
work to a conclusion and reassembled on the prairie, preparing to

that they had 12 wounded F ederal soldiers, all privates, and Major
Curtis, all of whom would be sent south safely.??

In a few minutes the Southern raiders had moved out onto the
military road and resumed their march south. The booty they had
captured was considerable: nine six-mule team wagons each fully
loaded, one buggy belonging to General Blunt, one ambulance, and
other trophies such as two stand of colors, Blunt’s personal sword,
his official commissions of rank (brigadier general and major
general), all of his official papers, correspondence, letters, and
various headquarters equipage. Most of these prizes were later
' destroyed as being too burdensome to carry. The guerrillas pushed
south for 15 miles, well into Indian territory, and when it was
believed they were secure from observance and attack they en-
camped for the night.2s

Blunt had hung on the fringe of the fighting during the entire

on the military road, Blunt followed as closely as he dared with

his small party. He sent messengers ahead to skirt the enemy

force and deliver messages of warning to Fort Gibson, Fort Smith,

and the isolated Federal posts in between that might be in the
26. Ibid., p. 431.

27. Poud to Blair, October 7, 1863, Official Records, Series 1, v. 22, pt. 1, p. 699,
28. Quantrill to Price, October 13, 18863, ibid., p. 701,
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path of the Confederates. Blunt further issued instructions for the
commands of these Union installations to move all available troops.w
to a position where they could intercept Quantrill, suggesting as

a possibility the ford on the military road where it crossed the
Arkansas river. Blunt followed the Southern units as they crossed
Cabin creek within the confines of Indian territory. There he
decided to return to Baxter Springs to coordinate the Federal
search and destroy activities. He left a small detail to continue
the surveillance of the guerrillas.

Quantrill moved west across the Verdigris river the next day and
| then south to the Arkansas, which he crossed at a point 18 miles
| west of Fort Gibson on the morning of October 10, 1863. Here
| the raiders captured 12 men of the First Indian Home Guard,
| all members of the Creek Nation, and murdered them all in cold
| blood. On the night of October 11, Blunt’s scouts brought him
| the last piece of reliable first-hand information concerning the
location of Quantrill. The Confederate command was then re-
ported camped on the north fork of the Canadian river, about 45
miles south of their crossing point on the Arkansas.?

Blunt reached Baxter Springs early in the evening of October 6
and took stock of his losses. Lieutenant Pond had six soldiers
killed and 10 wounded.** Blunt’s escort suffered almost total an-
nihilation. The dead, most of whom were killed after capture,
numbered at first count 80 men, and then rose to 85 after others
died from their wounds. Eight wounded men survived, all of
them shot about six times each. Blunt was appalled at his losse
and humiliated by his defeat, but there was nothing to do but
bury the dead and treat the wounded until reinforcements could
arrive.*!

Reinforcements were on the way and did arrive on October 8.
These troops, infantry and cavalry, were under the command of
Ltc. Charles W. Blair, commanding officer of the 14th Kansas
cavalry regiment and post commander of Fort Scott. He had
received word at 4:00 A. M., October 7, and immediately prepared
'| to move. The relief troops were three companies of the 12th
7, Kansas infantry regiment, two companies of the Kansas Second
'. Colored volunteers regiment, and about 100 miscellaneous cavalry
o troopers gathered from various units at the Fort Scott post. Blair
i | | pushed his command to the limit and covered the 70 mile distance

| | ' 29. Blunt to Marsh, October 19, 1863, ibid., p. 689.
il | 30. Pond to Blair, October 7, 1863, ibid., p. 699.
il | 41. Henning to Greene, October 7, 1863, ibid., p. 698.
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in two days. When they arrived they found a burial detail, made
up of the survivors of the Baxter Springs fortification, busy digging
graves and carrying in the last few scattered dead.??

Quantrill reported to his commanding officer, Maj. Gen. Sterling
Price, that he had attacked and won a victory in the assault against
the Federal encampment at Baxter Springs. Quantrill underesti-
mated his own losses, reporting only three killed and three wounded,
one of them severely. Lieutenant Pond, Major Hemnning, and
Lieutenant Colonel Blair all reported many more Confederates
killed in the Baxter Springs engagement than Quantrill did, the
most common figures being between 20 and 30 Confederate bodies
found on the field of battle.3*

The Baxter Springs massacre, as it is known in Kansas, did not
alter the course of the Civil War, but it did impede the Federal
initiative in the Department of Kansas. Blunt was relieved of
command by his superior, Maj. Gen. Samuel R. Curtis, commanding
all troops on the fringe of the trans-Mississippi West. Blunt was
transferred to Kansas and there assigned to recruiting duty, in
particular the enrollment of Negro regiments for use in Kansas.
This massacre at Baxter Springs, though not entirely Blunt’s fault
must be put on his record as such. No matter what the reasons,
the ranking officer on the winning or losing side gets the credit
or discredit for an engagement.

Faced with disproportionate odds, the troops at the Baxter Springs
stockade gave a good account of themselves. Their discipline
enabled them to make a quick recovery and put up a solid defense
against a surprise attack. Lieutenant Pond did a remarkable job
of organizing a coherent defense out of chaos. His ability and
courage doubtlessly saved the fortification proper from being over-
run and prevented the total annihilation of all of the Blunt escort.
For the Union the engagement at Baxter Springs was a poor military
showing overall, but individual actions and displays of valor were
noteworthy.

32. Blair to Greene, October 15, 1863, ibid., pp. 690, 691.

33. &:ul:rﬂ.l to Price, October 18, 1863, Pond to Blair, October 7, 1863, Blair to
Greene, October 15, Henning to Greene, October 7, 1863, ibid., pp. 693, 698, 700, 701.
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USGenWeb Civil War Veterans of Cherokee County, Kansas Page 4 of 11

Wilkins, Romanzo L. 28 Mar 1843-2 Jan 1911. Co. A, 17th NY Inf
Williams, Bert 4th MO Inf

Williams, P.L.. 2 Apr 1845-27 May 1915. Co. E, 11th MO Cav
Willis, Richard Co. G, 142nd Ohio Inf

Winter, Solomon 1.~ Sgt. Co. I, 56th Miss Inf

Wright, Andrew D. 15 May 1902. Co.F, IL Inf

Wright, Larmon Z. d. 4 Jan 1900. 70y. Co. E, 23rd Iowa Inf

Baxter Springs Cemetery

In the "Soldiers Lot" of the Baxter Springs Cemetery is a monument dedicated to the soldiers killed
October 6, 1863 by Quantrill's Raiders at the Battle of Baxter Springs.

"Erected by the United States to the memory of the officers and soldiers kiled in the battle of Baxter
Springs October 6, 1863, and other engagements in this vicinity, who are buried near this monument,
and whose names, so far as know, are inscribed hereton"

Maj. Henry Z. Curtis, Ast. Adj. General, U.S. Volunteers

Chaplain Ozem B. Gardner, 13th Kan Infantry

14th Kansas Cavalry

T.B. Long; J.A. Baker; G.W. Tracy; Jesse Gay; M.M. Stanley; W.T. Collins; Thos. Martin; Alex
Miller;

Sgt. Theo. Wade: Henry Suttee; Owen Donnelly; Lawrence Roach; E.B. Sharp; Elias Way: Jno. Welsh;

D.D. Elliott; Thos. Delly; Theo. Tracy: Thos. Morgan; J.T. Cardwell; Zimri Piercey; Sgt. Geo. Keith;
Dan'l Sulivan; Jas. Buckmaster; Corp'l W.G. Martin

79th U.S.C.T.

Corp'l Bedford Green

3rd Wisconsin Cavalry

Lieut. Lorenzo A. Dixon; Lieut. Asa W. Farr; W.C. Clark; John Davis:Geo W. Tice; Saml Hart; G.R.
Kelly; C.O. Howard; Sgt. C.K. Bly; Jno. Cannon; Wm. Gifford; O.H. Shaffer; Henry Pond; P.J.
Stimpson; Frank

Guldin; Henry Brewer; Marion Record; Jos. Burlingame; Fred'’k Mossinger; Francis Van Camp; T.P.
Leach; Wm. Hopper; David Beam; Jno. Wright; Alfd Green; Jno. Zaynor; J.S. Russell; A.A. Bennett;
Lincoln Rice; Dennis Smith; Rob't Murphy; Denis McNary: James Dempsey; Stephen Gallea; Martin
Van Duzen;

Abraham Woodhull.

Brigade Band

M. Mumser; Swartk Quis; Frank LaRue; Franz Balloun; Sgt. Henry Bulow; Sgt. J.P.M. Madison;
Corp'l Fred'k Simon: Jno. Fritz; Sgt. T.L. Davis; Geo. Gemunder; Henry Pellage; Frank Rossmaith;
Corp'l Nathan Nott; Corp'l Theo. Luscher.

2nd Kansas Battery

Corp'l Van R. Hancock: A.W. Gaines; Joseph Endicott; Thos. Larkin; Cameron Garrett.

9th Kansas Cavalry

Lieut. A.T. Spencer; Geo. A. Ela; J.M. Barrow; Peter Schafer.

2nd Ohio Cavalry

Enoch Summers; Roman Winchell.

83rd U.S.C.T.

Lieut. R.E. Cook:; Chas Allen.

9th Wisconsin Infantry

Ludwig Salzwedell.

12th Kansas Infantry

Jno. T. Moore.

15th Kansas Cavalary
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Corp'l W.J. Wallace.

In addition to the above names of soldiers, 14 civilians are also listed.

BEASLEY Cemetery

Dawson, William 4 Mar 1826-27 Sep 1897. Battery  121Ind
Borland Cemetery

Bland, William Apr 26, 1846-Dec 12, 1893. Co. I, 154th IL Inf
Craig, JW. Co.A, 31stIL Inf

Patterson. Leslie Sep 15, 1844-Oct 22, 1905. Co. E, 102nd IL Inf
Wilcox, James D. Oct 31, 1839-Feb 17, 1895. Cpl. 55th Iowa Inf
Brush Creek Cemetery

Burger, Philip Apr 3, 1846-Jan 27, 1912. Co. G, 59th Ind Inf
Houston, Benjamin Aug 22, 1842-May 20, 112. Co. F, 125th IL Inf
Ransom, Andrew may 23, 1839-Nov 21, 1915. Co. E, 7th Ohio Inf
Council Corners Cemetery

Bullock, Sanford Aug 24, 1834-Jan 16, 1894. Co. A, 9th MO Cav
Davis, William Jan 1, 1818-Nov 8, 1903. Co. A, 6th MO Cav
Douglas, Benjamin F. Aug 7, 1840-Mar 5, 1895. Co. H, 29th Iowa Inf
Duncan, Alexander 1837-1920. Co. K, 103rd PA Inf

Fisher, Andrew J. Feb 23, 1833-Apr 20, 1897. Co. D, 23rd Ind Inf
Moody, J.S. Apr S5, 1837-Jun 10, 1897. Co. K, 68th KY Inf
Rankin, Henry C. Oct 23, 1843-Jul 11, 1906. Co. D, 71st Ohio Inf
Siesser, George May 20, 1924-Feb 10, 1891. Co. B, 287th PA Inf
Smith, Richard M. Jan 12, 1837-Oct 12, 1908. Co. K, 7th PA Ubf
Vincent, W.H. Mar 20, 1830-Oct 29, 1893. Co. H, 25th lowa Inf
Walton, Henry Apr 5, 1831-Aug 16, 1894. Co. F, 60th IL Inf
CITY CEMETERY., Columbus, Kansas

Adams, Thomas J. Nov 22, 1836-Dec 29, 1926. Co. K, 3rd KY Inf
Anderson, R.H. Jun 6, 1844-Jan 24, 1909. Co. G, 72nd Ind Inf
Archer, James P. Mar 4, 1839-Apr 18, 1898. Co. A, 6th Kan Cav
Armstrong, Samuel J. Feb 27, 1846-Oct 16, 1932. Co. E, 3rd IL Cav
Baker, William Oct 19, 1837-Jul 20, 1906. Co. K, 11th IL Cav
Beckman, William J. Mar 4, 1848-Dec 6, 1883. Co. J, 1st MO Cav
Best, Henry 1844-1882. Co. B, 98th IL Inf

Bickett, John Co. C, 40th Iowa Inf

Bliss, Daniel M. 1841-1933. Battery D, 1st VA Light Artillery
Briggs. John A. Mar 26, 1844-Feb 2, 1902. Co. A, 91st IL Inf
Brown, Wilson L. May 23, 1838-Jul 7, 1887. Co. A, 33rd lowa Inf
Carter, J.R. Apr 24, 1843-Feb 6, 1931. Co. C, 96th Ohio Inf
Caspari, John J. Oct 20, 1829-May 21, 1918. Co. H, 47th IL Inf
Cory, James L. Jul 3, 1842-Jan 14, 1911. Co. C, 70th IL Inf
Cowley, W.R. Apr 23, 1843-Jul 15, 1914. Co. C, 15th Iowa Inf
Cupp, Augustus W. Dec 27, 1837-Feb 3, 1917. Co. H, 15th Ohio Inf
Daugherty, David M. Dec 28, 1840-Oct 4, 1902. Co. E, 11th MO Cav
Davis, Charles Oct 14, 1844-Mar 8, 1933.Co. _, 18thInd

Davis, Charles Jun 22, 1815-Aug 28, 1902. Co. E, 6th IL Cav
Dugan, Daniel W. 1846-1934. Co. A, 11th MO Cav

Dunlavy, James C. Captain Co. A, 10th MO Inf

Durkee, Henry E. 1827-1882. Sgt. Co. B, Kansas State Militia
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422 QUANTRILL AND THE BORDER WARS

camped for the night. The second night it camped beyond the
Osage. It passed twelve miles west of Carthage and crossed
Shoal creek at the falls. It followed the trail leading west
through a corner of the Seneca country to the Fort Scott and
Fort Gibson road, which passed north and south through what
is now Baxter Springs, Kansas. It was the intention to go
south to Texas over this old trail and its extensions.

Perhaps Quantrill had planned to take Fort Baxter. Some
two weeks before the Massacre two citizen mail carriers were
wounded and captured by the guerrilla, Cy Gordon, ten miles
south of the Springs. One of these was known as ‘‘Fatty,”
and he and Gordon had been roistering chums at Leavenworth,
on account of which the mail carriers were set at liberty after
being told that Quantrill and his men would take dinner with
the garrison at the Springs in about ten days. ‘‘Fatty’’ reported
this conversation at the post but no one would consider it
seriously. At the time of the Massacre he was at the fort under
treatment for his wounds. But Captain Gregg says Quantrill
previously knew nothing of any fort or camp at Baxter Springs.

To the 4th of October the garrison consisted of one com-
pany of the Second Kansas Colored Infantry, commanded by
Lieutenant R. E. Cook, and Company D, Third Wisconsin Cav-
alry, commanded by Lieutenant John Crites. Crites was in com-
mand of the post. Before the 4th Crites was summoned to Fort
Scott, and Cook was left in command. On the 4th Lieutenant
James B. Pond arrived from Fort Scott with a part of his com-
pany (C, Third Wisconsin) and took command of the post which
was officially designated as Fort Blair, in honor of Lieutenant-
Colonel Charles W. Blair, Fourteenth Kansas.

The fort consisted of some log cabins with a total frontage
of about a hundred feet, facing east — towards Spring river.
These constituted the ‘‘fort.”” Back of the fort, and of the
game width, was a large space enclosed by embankments of
earth thrown up against logs and about four feet high. The
west wall of the enclosure had been torn out the day before the
attack by order of Lieutenant Pond, who found the camp too
small for all the troops. Pond’s tent was two hundred yards
west of the fort and the men were extending the embankments
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424 QUANTRILL AND THE BORDER WARS

to enclose it. The cooking camp was about'two hundred feet
south of the fort, on the north bank of a stream, and near the
large springs which finally gave a name to the town built there.
The fort was half a mile west of Spring river.

On the morning of the 6th of October a foraging party of
sixty picked men and all the teams had been sent out. This left
at the fort twenty-five white soldiers and seventy colored troops.
The foraging party did not return, but when the men heard of
the disaster they mounted the mules and horses of the teams and
made their way to Fort Scott and other towns.

Dave Pool and his company were the advance-guard on the
morning of the 6th, and Gregg, in command of Blunt’s company,
held the rear. At the Spring river ford Pool captured a Fed-
eral wagon-train and from the drivers
learned that there was a camp at Bax-
ter Springs, but they did not tell him
of the fort. On hearing this Quantrill
ordered Gregg to the front, where he
found Pool “‘fooling the enemy by
hoisting a Federal flag.”’ The guer-
rillas were in the timber between the fort
and the river, and Gregg, on the right or
north was ordered to support Pool. Quan-
trill, in command of the main body,
_ formed on the right or north of Pool, and
" DavePed Gregg was to support both.

It was just twelve o’clock when the
guerrillas charged on the fort. The garrison was eating dinner
at the kitchen station. Pool cut them off from the fort. Lieuten-
ant Pond was in his tent west of the camp and was also cut off,
but he ordered the men to get into camp, which they did, running
through the guerrilla ranks, and Pond also broke through and
reached the camp. There he fired a small howitzer which he had
brought with him from Fort Scott, and the men formed and
fiercely resisted the guerrillas. Gregg was carried to the north of
the fort by the charge, and passing to the west first saw the earth-
work. He was shot at by a negro soldier who rose up from
under the wall and who dodged back quickly. Gregg cocked his
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pistol and waited five minutes for the negro to show himself
again, which he did not do. Seeing some men run southwest
from the camp and hide in the tall grass and willows along the
stream Gregg took two men and went there to capture them ; and
he had secured a number, when bullets began to whiz past him,
and, looking around, saw nothing of Pool’s men nor any of
the guerrillas. Gregg mounted his horse and rode northwest,
striking the Fort Gibson road at the crest of the ridge or ele-
vation which extended from northeast to southwest north of the
fort. There he saw Quantrill in line confronting General Blunt
and his escort. Quantrill seems to have done nothing at the fort
and to have gone with three companies aimlessly out on the
prairie to the north where he by accident discovered Blunt. The
guerrillas had been repulsed at the fort and driven off, and the
Union forces had sustained small loss.

General Blunt had been successful in his operations in the
Southwest, and a new department had been made for him, with
headquarters at Fort Gibson, for which post he left Fort Scott
on the evening of the 4th. He had bren at some pains to secure
a good band and a fine flag for his new post. His escort con-
sisted of Company I, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and Company A,
Fourteenth Kansas, about a hundred men. He had several wag-
ons loaded with official documents and supplies. He arrived on
the prairie north of the post at Baxter Springs about noon of
the 6th in total ignorance of the presence of Quantrill in that
region — something for which he was severely criticised and
justly censured. He owed his final escape to his vanity, for he
had halted to arrange a gorgeous and impressive arrival at the
post — with colors flying and martial music by his fine band.
‘When he first saw Quantrill’s column he supposed it to be a troop
sent out from the post to meet and greet him.

Quantrill formed his men east of the road and just north of
the crest of the ridge, and Blunt formed just west of the road
opposite and facing the guerrillas. There was a second line of
guerrillas in the woods to the rear. Blunt got only sixty-five
men into line. The lines were about two hundred yards apart.
Before a shot had been fired two of Blunt’s men left the line
and started to run away, but were forced back by Major Cur-
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tis. However, they were no more than back when they again
broke away, eight more following them. Seeing this, Quantrill
ordered a charge, when Company A, to a man, turned and fled.
The Wisconsin troops stood until the guerillas were within
twenty feet, when they turned to run away also. The guerrillas
were among them instantly, and out of forty men, twenty-three
were killed and six were wounded and left for dead. Major
Henning, Third Wisconsin, ran through the guerrilla line and
reached the fort, where he gave Pond the first intelligence of
what was transpiring on the prairie beyond the elevation.

The charge of the guerrillas was soon a pursuit of fugitives,
with whom it was every man for himself. Very few escaped.
There was a deep ravine or wash in the prairie a quarter of a
mile from the road, running south at an angle with it. There
the greatest slaughter occurred, for many horses could not leap
the ditch.

General Blunt and Major Curtis were passed by the first
guerrilla line and closely beset by the second. Two gaps
appeared in the first line, and Blunt told Curtis to try to escape
through one and he would try the other. At the ravine, the
horse of Curtis was, as it was gathering for the leap, shot in
the hip, which caused it to tumble in, throwing Curtis, who was
shot through the head a moment later. His horse secrambled out
and ran wildly over the prairie. General Blunt got through the
line, and his horse sprang over the ravine, but the rebound
threw the General out of the saddle to the horse’s neck, in which
position he rode a mile or more. ‘When well beyond the guer-
rillas he regained his seat in the saddle and rallied fifteen of his
fleeing men, with which he advanced, checking the pursuit, but
most of his men were strewn dead over the prairie. About sun-
down General Blunt came into the camp much crestfallen and
mortified. He had sustained, at the hands of guerrillas, the
severest reverse of his whole military career,

When General Blunt saw that he was to be charged by the
enemy and was told that it was Quantrill’s command in front
of him he realized that he was in grave danger and that to flee
with all speed was his only hope. He was riding in his car-
riage or ambulance in company with Mrs. Chester Thomas, of
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Topeka, who was on the way to join her husband, then an army
contractor at Fort Smith and Fort Gibson. Mrs, Thomas was
but twenty-two and is said to have been a beautiful woman.
There were always half a dozen splendid horses led saddled and
ready for instant use in the general’s escort. When he deter-
mined to escape, General Blunt put Mrs. Thomas on one of
these led horses. There was no time for gallantry and delicate
adjustments of garments. The saddle was an army tree of the
McClellan model, and Mrs. Thomas was mounted astride. There
was not even time to adjust the stirrups, and her feet were
thrust through the straps above them. The General told her
to cling to the saddle-horn for life. The horse proved a good
one, and Mrs. Thomas rode from the dangerous field with fewer
mishaps than Blunt, though, as she afterwards said, her cloth-
ing was in sad disorder in the wild ride for life, as she sup-
posed. But she would have been in no danger had she remained
on the battleground and been taken by the guerrillas. She
would have suffered not a single indignity and would have
been treated with respect and gallantry.

With General Blunt and Mrs. Thomas was Cyrus Leland,
Senior, father of Lieutenant Cyrus Leland, Jr., who led the
militia and citizens so bravely in the pursuit of Quantrill from
Lawrence. Leland, Senior, was quarter-
master of the Thirteenth Kansas, then sta-
tioned at Camden, Ark., and was on his
way to join his regiment. He was splen-
didly mounted on a gray horse his son
had gotten from General Ewing. Leland
rode with General Blunt and Mrs. Thomas
from the fatal field, his horse having to
be held in to keep him from distancing
those of his companions.®

In the band-wagon were fourteen
musicians of the Brigade band, James
O’Neale, correspondent of Frank Leslie’s
Weekly, Henry Pellage of Madison, Wis-

—_—

1 Cyrus Leland, Senior, was born at Grafton, Massachusetts, in 1808.
He graduated from Harvard College. The room he occupied there was
afterwards jointly occupied by Hon. D. W. Wilder, now of Hiawatha, Kan-
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consin, the driver, and a lad twelve years old, servant of the
leader of the band. Seeing that the day was lost and the pris-
oners were being shot down, they attempted to escape in a south-
westerly direction. William Bledsoe, a fat, jolly old guerrilla,
approached them, demanding that they surrender, and was shot
dead. Captain Gregg and George Todd saw Bledsoe killed and
immediately gave chase, and when within fifty yards of the
wagon the left front wheel came off the axle and the wagon fell,
throwing the members of the band to the ground. They dis-
played handkerchiefs in token of surrender. The guerrillas
demanded to know why they had not surrendered to Bledsoe,
and shot them on the spot. The bodies were thrown in and
under the wagon, which was set on fire and almost entirely con-
sumed, several of the bodies being badly burned. The boy was
not yet dead and succeeded in crawling some distance before he
died, his clothes in flames. Gregg is of the opinion that the
members of the band would not have been killed kad Bledsoe not

eas, and the father of Kansas literature, and Charles F. Brown, the humor-
ist ‘‘Artemas Ward.’”’ Mr. Leland moved to Peoria, Illinois, in 1836. In
1839 he moved to Wisconsin, and in 1858 he moved to Doniphan county,
Kansas, where he died about 1888. He was one of those hardy, intelligent
and patriotic settlers to whom Kansas owes so much, and who laid so well
the foundation of our famous commonwealth,

The horse on which he was mounted at the Baxter Springs Massacre
was captured near Sedalia, Mo., by the escort of General Ewing in the
pursuit of Shelby in October, 1863. On the 18th General Ewing and his
escort arrived at Carthage. Before entering the town the advance-guard
was fired on at a wooded creek-crossing. General Ewing was then riding
the gray horse. Cyrus Leland, Jr., an aid on the General’s staff, led up a
dark horse and requested the general to ride it rather than the gray, say-
ing that the gray would prove a conspicuous mark at night if it should turn
out that there was to be a battle. The general changed to the dark horse,
but there was no battle. At Carthage the horses were fed some wheat, which
foundered the gray horse. General Ewing swapped the gray horse for a
fine mare owned by Leland early in the morning before Leland knew the
gray was foundered. This was intended for a joke on Leland, but he
insisted on keeping the gray. He had him scarified around the hoofs and
stood in water twenty-four hours, which effected a complete cure. He sent
the horse to Troy, Kansas. His father wishing to return to his regiment
rode the gray horse, and was mounted on him at Baxter Springs. He was
compelled to abandon the horse that winter about fifty miles from Little
Rock when hotly pursued by Confederate soldiers.
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been shot, but all other guerrilla accounts say they would have
been killed in any event.

The guerrillas feasted royally on the rations mmon_.mm.mnoﬂ
Blunt’s supply-train. And many of them became gloriously
drunk on whiskey from the same source, among the latter comﬁ._m
Riley Crawford, eldest son of Jeptha Crawford, who was shot in
Jackson county by order of Penick. Mrs. Crawford brought her
boys to Quantrill and told him to make soldiers of them that they
might avenge their father’s death. They did become desper-
adoes. After eating dinner near the dead soldiers, Riley ommﬁ.
ford, just as the mess was breaking up to get ready to fall into
line for the march, stepped up to one of the dead of the band and
struck him with a sword he had captured, saying, ‘‘Get up, you
Federal s—n of a b——h.”” And to the surprise of everybody
and the consternation of young Crawford himself the man rose
up and stood before him. He was not even Sonbm.&_ but had
feigned death, hoping thereby to escape; he now evidently sup-
posed his feigning had been discovered and that he must be
killed. Crawford drew a pistol and shot him dead.

About this time two men rode almost into Quantrill’s line.
They were right on John Koger before they were observed, p.um
one of them shot at Koger, breaking his collar-bone and making
a dangerous wound. They wheeled and galloped away, followed
by a shot from Koger. .

Gregg says he never saw Quantrill under the influence of
liquor until the day of the battle of Baxter Springs. He m_.wnr
some of the captured whiskey and became drunk and talkative.
He strutted around saying: ‘‘By G—d, Shelby could not whip
Blunt; neither could Marmaduke, but I whipped him.”’

Gregg recalls that a man and woman escaped. They were
riding in a buggy drawn by one horse. When Blunt’s men
broke over the prairie, they fled. The woman stood up in the
buggy and whipped the horse while the man fired at the

2 Riley Crawford was in Bill Anderson’s band of guerrillas at su.o
Centralia massacre. On the return of the guerrillas from North Missouri,
Crawford was killed in Cooper county. He was not quite seventeen when
killed. He is said to have been the youngest guerrilla in the brush. Major
Edwards says that he was ambushed and fired on from a fence corner and
fell from his horse dead.
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approaching guerrillas. They came to the wash or ravine, and
the woman forced the horse to jump over it, and so great was
their speed that it could not be seen that the buggy had dragged
at all; it had skimmed over as though on solid ground.3

Sergeant W, L. McKenzie, of Pond’s company, killed two
guerrillas. One was an officer and was killed after an exchange
of eleven shots. MecKenzie first killed the guerrilla’s horse.
He had one charge left, and with it killed his adversary. A
woman and a child were shot, premeditately, it is claimed in the
official reports, where it is also said that McKenzie killed the man
who shot the child+¢ The husband of the woman who was
wounded, and the father of the child which was shot, were both
killed, the latter by a cousin. A teamster recognized in the
guerrilla ranks a former acquaintance and friend, to whom he
gave his revolver and surrendered, but the friend shot him and
he died in thirty minutes, A negro saw in the advancing enemy
his old master and ran to meet him with expressions of joy.
But the master shot him through the heart and he rolled down
the slope into the spring branch.

3 Gregg Manusoript. Some of the language, in this incident is quoted
almost as written by Gregg.

4In the library of the State Historical Society is Preserved the pistol
of McKenzie. The ingeriptions with it state that he ¢ ‘killed Frank Fry
and Bill Roder,’’ and ““Sergt. W, L. McKenzie, Third Wisconsin Cavalry,
killed two bushwhackers and one horse with the six balls in this pistol, at
Baxter Springs, Oct. 6, 1863.7”

Captain Gregg says he never knew any guerrillas named Frank Fry
and Bill Roder. He does not dispute that McKenzie may have killed two
men, but that they were guerrillas he does not believe.

The author knew McKenzie many years. He lived in Wyandotte
county, Kansas, and was a prosperous farmer and substantial citizen. It
was said that he bought his farm with money he got from the pockets of
one of the guerrillas he killed. The author has inquired of him concerning
this matter, but got neither denial nor affirmation, and he doubts the story.
In the History of Kansas by Andreas it is said that some guerrilla officer
had a duel with the saddler of Company D, Third Wisconsin. The saddler
shot out his revolver at the officer, who was behind an oak tree, and
rushed to his tent and got a carbine, but found it was not loaded. The
guerrilla, finding himself alone, exclaimed, ‘‘ Where in hell are my menft’’
and galloped away. This may be the foundation of the MecKenzie story,
for he was in youth a saddler,
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The Federal loss was eighty killed and eighteen wounded.s
Among the killed was John Fry, known as ‘‘Pony m%uu%_.: one
of the famous riders of the Pony Express across the plains to
California before the telegraph line was built.

‘While it was claimed that many guerrillas were killed, the o.m-
ficial report made by Quantrill probably stated the exact loss, ﬂ.i-
liam Bledsoe killed and John Koger wounded, in the fight with
Blunt ; and at the fort, Robert Ward and William Lotspeach killed ;
wounded, Lieutenant Toothman and Private Thomas Hill. .

F. Luther Wayman was at Baxter Springs under Quantrill,
and claims to have killed Major Curtis to get his horse pb.m
holster-pistols; that Curtis waved his hand and revealed his
rank by his gauntlets when about half a
mile from the fort; that he rode up to
Curtis and shot at him several times, miss-
ing him; that then he shot him in the
temple and ‘‘tumbled him;’’ that Cole
Younger and Captain Jarrette then joined
him and they pursued twenty Federals
three miles, killing all but four.

Wayman further says that the guer-
rillas tied the body of Bledsoe on a horse
— across the saddle — and ecarried it until
the next day, when they buried it on a
beautiful hill in the Cherokee Nation, mak-
ing a negro captured at Baxter dig the
grave.’ A companion gave Wayman a pair of General Blunt’s
pants; they were too large for him, but he wore them out.

5 Summarized as follows in the report of Major Henning :
Maj. H. Z. Curtis; Lieut. A. W. Farr, Lieut. R. E. Cook, 3

Members of Brigade Band, 14
Clerks and orderlies, 6
Company A, Fourteenth Kansas, 18
Company I, Third Wisconsin, 23
Company C, Third Wisconsin, (In camp) 6
Citizens, m
80

Wounded, m

Total, 98

6 At the reunion of the guerrillas held at Independence, Mo.,
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William E. Hopper, of the Wisconsin troops, was killed by
Wayman, who, in searching the body, secured a packet of love
letters from his sweetheart in Wisconsin. These letters were so
chaste, so womanly, so Just in sentiment to all soldiers that Way-
man says he regretted having shot Hopper, and would have given
the world to bring him back for his sweetheart. He shows a
belt which he took from Hopper’s body.”

When the guerrillas were assembled to continue the march
and the men from Pool’s company were missed, two messengers
under a flag of truce were sent to the fort to inquire about them.
In the official reports the bearers of the flag are said to have

Koger’s wound rendered him unable to ride horseback, and he was taken
away in Blunt’s ambulance.

Captain William H. Gregg says they had no implements with which
to dig a grave. Coming to an abandoned house, they found a emall field
or garden which had been ploughed. In this they scooped out a grave
with boards and sticks. The body was buried there because Koger com-
Plained that it was beginning to smell. It was wrapped in blankets and
buried in the shallow grave they were able to dig. The grave was on a
considerable elevation north of a depression in a high ridge. The Fort
Beott and Fort Gibson road ran through this depression, Gregg and party
camped there as they went to Texas after the war was over. It was just
South of this gap that Gregg chased the Federal officer, shooting him nine
times without knocking him from the saddle.

The negro barber of Blunt was not killed by the guerrillas, and was
taken with them to Texas, where he was made to act as barber for the band
that winter,

7 Wayman lives now ( 1909) in Muskogee, Okla. The author saw him
April 27, 1909, and had two long interviews with him. Hig claim to having
killed Major Curtis is absurd, as the horse ran wildly on the prairie and
no guerrilla got the pistols. And that three guerrillas killed sixteen of
twenty Federals is not to be believed. The Federal troops acted in a
manner cowardly enough, without doubt, in running off, as General Blunt
says they did. But that three guerrillas should run twenty of them three
miles, killing sixteen cannot be admitted as reasonable,

Wayman still believes that Quantrill had an elder brother murdered
by Kansas men on the Cottonwood on the way to Pike’s Peak. He
became much offended at the author for saying such a thing could not
have been, as Quantrill had no elder brother. He insists that other parties

than Quantrill told him the same story, and that that makes it true.
28
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last biscuit with us and are still willing to do so.” ‘Well,’ said
1, in reply, ‘that is very laudable.’

‘“‘Now,’ said Quantrill, ‘my plan is that whatever money
may be gotten in Lawrence shall be divided among the men with
instructions to give to these people very liberally.’

‘““But after we returned, this pro rata division was never
mentioned. The truth is, that Quantrill tried to manage so that
Todd. and his men would get all the money. I presume, how-
ever, that Charles Higbee secured the largest sum that any one
man got in Lawrence. Immediately after our return to Missouri
he left for parts unknown to us at the time. It was reported
that he went to Canada. Soon after the close of the war we
heard of Higbee at Fort Worth, Texas, in the banking business,
in the eyes of the survivors of Quantrill’s men and the people
of Missouri, a traitor.”’

Morgan Townley Mattox, long one of Quantrill’s men, says
that one B. Wood or Woods got the same amount of money that
Higbee got and that both went to Canada.™

B —

All the reports of officers of the Lawrence Massacre are to
be found in Series I, Vol. XXII, Rebellion Records, beginning
at page 572.

—0—

The account of Order No. 11 does not properly fall within
the scope of this work. It will be fully treated in a volume soon
to be written and published by the author of this book.

10 Mattox made a long statement to the author, April 29 and 30, 1909,
at Bartlesville, Oklahoma, where he lives, covering all the operations of
Quantrill. Mattox was at Lawrence, but says nothing of what he did
there. His statement is very clear, for his memory is good, and he talks
well. Mattox is now a painter and is said to be a good citizen,
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CHAPTER XXXII

THE BAXTER SPRINGS MASSACRE

Lawrence Massacre. The enforcement of Order No. 11

left almost nothing in the country upon which they could
subsist. The Federal forces harried them day and night. The
pursuit was grim, merciless, relentless, and many of them were
killed.

About the last of September a rendezvous was fixed where
the men were to assemble for the march to Texas to spend the
winter. This was the old rendezvous, the farm of Captain Per-
dee, on the Blackwater, in Johnson county, from which Quan-
trill started to Lawrence.

So closely guarded had been all the avenues of escape that
Colonel Holt had not been able to leave Missouri, and he and a
Colonel Robinson and a Captain Tucker, all of whom had spent
the summer recruiting for Price’s army,
went to the place appointed and took their
men. All the guerrilla captains obeyed
the summons. About five hundred men
assembled at the farm of Captain Perdee.
Gregg says four hundred. Quantrill then
bore a commission as colonel from some
Confederate authority, perhaps General
Sterling Price, possibly Thomas C.
Reynolds, Confederate governor of Mis-
souri. At the rendezvous was organized
the First Regiment, First Brigade, Army
of the South, and Quantrill as colonel was
put in command.

The guerrilla command left the farm of Captain Perdee
October 2, at daylight, and marched to the Grand river, where it

\H A HE guerrillas did little in Missouri in 1863, after the
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claimed that Major Curtis was held a prisoner and that if the
guerrillas captured and wounded were fairly treated, Major
Curtis should not suffer harm.

Todd and Anderson both wanted to attack the fort after the
massacre, but Quantrill would not consent, saying that they
already had wounded men to carry and it was a long way to take
them. The guerrillas marched away about five o’clock and went
down the Fort Gibson road.” They crossed the Arkansas river
eighteen miles above Fort Gibson. Near this crossing they cap-
tured twelve Indian soldiers from Fort Gibson, and shot them
down in cold blood after they had surrendered. In his official
report Quantrill says he captured one hundred and fifty Federal
Indians and negroes gathering ponies, and ‘‘brought none of
them through’’ — all murdered after being captured.

So, in this year of 1863, of the innocent and helpless, Quan-
trill slew many. In the guilty blood-account laid upon his hands
the scores ran high. Fire and death followed in his wake.
Mourners went about desolatc streets and cried in solitary high-
ways. The oaks of the unfortunate land upon which he had
flung and forced himself as champion and defender bore dead
men — bitter and blasted fruit. Because of his inhuman deeds
that domain was itself a blackened waste, a scourged and silent

wilderness.

CHAPTER XXXIIT

DISINTEGRATION OF THE QUANTRILL BAND

HE camp of General D. G. Cooper was six miles south of
the Canadian. A little north of that river the guerrillas
captured an Indian scout from Cooper’s camp and
another scout escaped. When the command had erossed the
Canadian, Quantrill ordered the captured scout to ride to Coop-
er’s camp with a dispatch telling of the approach of his foree,
but the scout refused to do it, saying that the guerrillas would
follow and kill him. At a council of the captains, Gregg urged
that a guard be sent with the scout, but the others said it was
unnecessary, in which opinion Quantrill acquiesced. Guards
Wwere set about the camp and pickets placed on the north, but
none on the south. There was little to eat in the camp, and nga
a meager meal the guerrillas went to sleep on the ground. Gregg
had a foreboding that evil threatened, and he made his company
sleep in line with their horses tied close by. The ambulance in
which John Koger, wounded at Baxter, was carried, stood twenty
yards north of Gregg’s line and near the camp of Anderson,
whose men slept sprawled in the grass and weeds without order,
At daybreak a guard sounded an alarm, and in two minutes
Gregg had his company mounted and riding forth to meet the
enemy. Passing the ambulance, he saw Koger on his knees with
two pistols leveled over the seat, and heard him call out ‘‘Des
be d——d if you hadn’t better stop. This is Quantrill.”’ Col-
onel McIntosh, who was in command of the approaching Confed-
erate force, heard Koger and tied a handkerchief on a weed-stalk
and advanced, and a battle was averted. He had come to attack
the guerrillas, thinking from the report of the Indian scout who
had escaped them that they were Federal troops.
Quantrill stopped with his command at the camp of General

. Cooper, where he dated his report to General Price of the Baxter
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The Disaster 10 Geu. Blunt—Affates
2 T st Fors weotsg - :

[Correspondence of the Chicago Tribune.]
. Fonr Bcorr, Eansas, Oct. 7, 185%
Major Geoeral Blunt lefi Fort 8cott onSaa-
dey last, Oct. 4th, for Fort Gibsom, taking
with bim s sn e:cort Company A, 14th Kap-
138 voluplecr cavalry, and Company I,34
‘Witconrlp cavalry, also the post band and
his st officers, or atleast a part of them,
conelstirp of Msjor Hennlng, 34 Wisconsin
csvalry, Licut. Tappav, 24 Colerado,” volan-
teer Ixfamtry, Masjor H. Z. Curtlss, Lleat
Farr, 84 Wisconsln cavalry, Judge Advocate,
- apd P. R, McNiel of Frank Lealie’s New York
psper. .. . .- . . . | S
. "AtBaxter’s Spriogs there lsa military post,
and two companies are stationed at that polnt
one colored, 81 the .2d Kasas colored vojun-
teers, and one company of ihe 34 Wisconain.
© About, noon on Monday the 5ih the Gen-
endl fell in*0 an ambusk within_tivo miles of
the Bprings, and his force scatiered.  Major
Corlis's horee was shot from under him, and
“it is supposed that be 13 wounded if not kill-
ed. Lieut. Farr isa pritoner if' not killed.
Msjor Henning was reported taken prisoner,
but ‘since, itis reportedthat’ e escaped.
Msfor General Schofleld telegraphed from
Spiingficld, Mo. to Ksnsas City, t0 sends
comist post hastein Fort Beolt; informing
Gen. Blunt that the rebel Coffes and Quan-
trell with thelr guerillas were below Fort
Beott, snd designed to attsck the'place. He
:'1:& ordered Col. Wier to histen to Fort Scots
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October 6, 1863.—Action at Baxter Springs, Kans.
No. 3.-Report of Maj. Benjamin S. Henning, Third Wisconsin Cavalry.

BAXTER SPRINGS, CHEROKEE NATION,
October 7, 1863.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report the following facts in regard to the fight at Baxter Springs, Cherokee
Nation, October 6, 1863:

On Sunday, the 4th, General Blunt, with the following members of his staff, viz: Maj. H. Z. Curtis, assistant
adjutant-general; Maj. B. S. Henning, provost-marshal of district; Lieutenant Tappan, Second Colorado Volunteers,
aide-de-camp; Lieut. Asa W. Farr, judge-advocate, together with the brigade band, and all clerks in the different
departments of district headquarters, and also an escort consisting of 40 men of Company I, Third Wisconsin
Cavalry, under Lieut. H. D. Banister; 45 men of Company A, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, under Lieutenant [R. H.]
Pierce, and the whole escort under the command of Lieut. J. G. Cavert, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and a train of 8
wagons, transporting the effects of district headquarters, company effects, &c., left Fort Scott for Fort Smith, Ark.,
and on that day marched 6 miles, and camped. On the succeeding day marched 34 miles, and camped on Cow Creek;
and on Tuesday, the 6th instant, marched from Cow Creek to within a distance of 80 rods of a camp at Baxter
Springs, Cherokee Nation, and halted at 12 m. for the train to close up, as it had become somewhat scattered. The
halt continued about fifteen minutes, and the command had just been given for the column to move, when horsemen
were seen coming out of the woods, a distance of about 80 rods to the left, and forming in line. As we were so near
Baxter Springs (although not in sight of it by reason of an intervening ridge), many supposed them to be our own
troops, drilling or returning from a scout. The general immediately ordered the two companies into line of battle, and
the train to close up in rear of the line, which was done under the immediate direction of Major Curtis, assistant
adjutant-general; and at the same time a reconnoiter was made by Mr. Tough, a scout of the general, who reported
that the force were enemies, and that an engagement was going on at the Springs. | had ridden forward myself and
discovered that the force was large, and reported the same to the general, who then rode forward to reconnoiter for
himself. At this time I discovered that the enemy were being re-enforced from the southwest, on a line between us
and the camp at Baxter Springs, the main body of the enemy being east of us; and, wishing to ascertain the condition
of things in that quarter, I rode forward to the crest of the hill, where I saw that the camp was nearly surrounded by
the enemy, and the fighting very brisk. While there, stragglers of the enemy continued to pass from the southwest to
their main body. Although within range of the camp and receiving a straggling fire therefrom, | immediately
commenced to fire upon these stragglers, and received their fire in return, and was seconded by Mr. Tough and
Stephen Wheeler, of Company F, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, both of whom acted with great bravery, and was just on
the point of returning to our line, when | saw 5 mounted rebels with 3 Federal soldiers as prisoners, trying to pass as
the others had done. | immediately recognized one of the prisoners as a private of Company C, Third Wisconsin
Cavalry, one of the companies stationed at the Springs (and belonging to my own regiment). | determined to rescue
them, and called to Tough and Wheeler to advance with me, but the former had just shot one rebel, and was in close
pursuit of another in a direction taking him away from me. Wheeler advanced with me, and by pressing hard on the
rebels and firing fast, we drove them, killing 1, wounding another, and rescuing the prisoners, who all belonged to
Company C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. As the rebels escaped they attempted to shoot the prisoners, and wounded
one in the shoulder. As this was right under the fire of the camp, two of the prisoners made for the camp without
stopping to say, "Thank you." The other, and the one personally known to me, named Heaton, seemed to be so
bewildered that I had to ride up to him and force him to start in the right direction. All this had taken me over the
brow of the hill, so that when I turned to go back, our forces were partially out of sight; but a few jumps of my horse
brought them in sight again, and | saw them still in line of battle, while the enemy, to the number of about 450, were
advancing upon them in line of battle, and firing very rapidly. | will here state that of the 85 men of our escort, 20
men acted as rear guard to the train, and did not form in line at all, leaving only 65 men in line, of which 40 men
were of Company A, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, on the right, and 25 of Company I, Third Wisconsin Cavalry on
the left. At this time the distance between the two lines was not 200 yards, and the enemy advancing at a walk,
firing, I had just time to notice these facts, when | saw 2 men in the center of Company A, Fourteenth Kansas, turn to
run, but before they could fairly turn round, Major Curtis and the officers of the company forced them back, and |
concluded the fight would be desperate, and was hopeful, but before the officers could get their places the same 2
men and about 8 more turned and ignominiously fled, which the enemy perceiving, the charge was ordered, and the
whole line advanced with a shout, at which the remainder of Company A broke, and despite the efforts of General
Blunt, Major Curtis, Lieutenants Tappan and Pierce, could not be rallied. At this time a full volley was fired by
Company I, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, which so staggered the right of the enemy that | began to have hopes again;
but as their left continued to advance their right rallied, but were checked so much that their line, as seen by me, was
crooked, their right being behind. The firing then became indiscriminate, and I saw that Company | stood firing their
revolvers until the enemy were within 20 feet, and then turned, but before any distance could be made the enemy
were in their midst, and out of 40 of the company 23 were killed and 6 wounded and left for dead upon the field. At
this time my attention was attracted to my own danger, the enemy having advanced so fast as to cut me off from the
rest, and, after trying a couple of dodges, I succeeded in getting into camp at Baxter Springs, all the while closely
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pursued, and found Lieutenant Pond, who was in command, busily engaged in firing a mounted howitzer outside
of his breastworks. The garrison at Baxter Springs consisted of parts of two companies of Third Wisconsin Cavalry
and one company of the Second Kansas Colored Regiment, (known after December 13, 1864, as the Eighty-third U.
2. Colened Infanisy) the wholk wides the commamd of Lk, §. B. Rond, Comipany T, Thind Wistonsim Cavalry. The
camp had only been established a few days, and in that time the lieutenant caused to be built a breastwork like a log
fence on three sides of a square, in which were his tents and quarters. The attack on the camp had been a partial
surprise, but the troops acted splendidly, and Lieutenant Pond, taking the exposed position outside the breastworks,
10208 2D Jired e howiszer ree Jomes wihovt any assiskance, an0 Ihe engarement was 5o close hat during s
time some of the rebels had entered the breastworks, and at the time | entered the defenses and got where Lieutenant
Pond was the bullets were pelting against the logs near by and all around him. As the fight with the force of General
Blunt was out of sight of the camp, Lieutenant Pond had been unable to tell what it meant, and was very much
surprised to see me, and in answer to my order for his cavalry (with which I hoped to be of some use to our scattered
troops), told me that he had that morning started out a forage train of 8 wagons and an escort of 60 men, who had
gone in the direction from which the enemy had come, and he supposed they were gobbled up, and in response to his
order only 7 men reported to me. With these | returned to the brow of the hill in the direction of the first attack, and
plainly saw the enemy engaged in sacking the wagons, and while there saw the band brutally murdered. At the time
of the attack the band-wagon, containing 14 members of the brigade band, James O'Neal, special artist for Frank
Leslie's pictorial newspaper, one young lad twelve years old (servant of the leader of the band), Henry Pellage, of
Madison, Wis., and the driver, had undertaken to escape in a direction a little to the south of west, and made about
half a mile, when one of the wheels of the wagon ran off, and the wagon stopped on the brow of the hill in plain
sight of where I stood. As the direction of the wagon was different from that in which most of the troops fled, it had
not attracted such speedy attention, and the enemy had just got to it as | returned, giving me an opportunity to see
every member of the band, Mr. O'Neal, the boy, and the driver shot, and their bodies thrown in or under the wagon
and it fired, so that when we went to them, all were more or less burned and [the wagon] almost entirely consumed.
The drummer-boy, a very interesting and intelligent lad, was shot and thrown under the wagon, and when the fire
reached his clothes it must have brought returned consciousness, as he had crawled a distance of 30 yards, marking
the course by bits of burning clothes and scorched grass, and was found dead with all his clothes burned off except
the portion between his back and the ground as he lay upon his back. A number of the bodies were brutally mutilated
and indecently treated. Being satisfied that Lieutenant Pond could hold the camp against their force, I took two of the
men and started out on the prairie in search of General Blunt, Major Curtis, or any others I could find, and in about
an hour after succeeded in hearing of the general's safety, and learned also that Major Curtis was supposed to be a
prisoner, as his horse had been shot from under him. I leamned this from a wounded soldier that had concealed
himself in the grass while the enemy had passed by him; and just then observing a deserted buggy and horse, |
placed him in it with a man to take care of him, and they reached the camp in safety. The enemy were still in plain
sight, and remained on the prairie till about 4 o'clock, when they marched south in a body. General Blunt and Major
Curtis had tried to stop the flight of our troops from the start, and had several very narrow escapes in doing so, as the
enemy were close upon them, and finally the general succeeded in collecting about 10 men, and with these he
worried the enemy, attacking them in small parties, and, when pursued by too large a force, falling back until they
turned, and then in turn following them, so that at no time was he out of sight of the enemy, and most of the time
close enough to worry and harass them. As they withdrew from the field, he searched for and took care of the
wounded, and remained upon the ground till they were all taken in and cared for, and then went into camp.

The ground on which the fight took place is rolling prairie, extending west a long distance, covered with grass, and
intersected with deep ravines and gulleys, on the banks of which grow willow bushes, sufficient to conceal any
difficulty in crossing, but not sufficient to protect from observation; and in retreating, many of our men were
overtaken at these ravines, and killed while endeavoring to cross. Major Curtis had become separated from the
general, and while riding by the side of Lieutenant Pierce his horse was shot and fell. All supposed he was taken
prisoner by the enemy, being close upon them, and Lieutenant Pierce saw him alive in their hands. The next day his
body was found where his horse had fallen, and he was, without doubt, killed after having surrendered. Thus fell one
of the noblest of all the patriots who have offered up their lives for the cause of their country. Maj. H. Z. Curtis was a
son of Major-General Curtis, and served with his father during his memorable campaign through Arkansas, and was
present with him at the battle of Pea Ridge, where he did good service as aide to his father. When General Curtis
took command of the Department of the Missouri, the major remained with him as assistant adjutant general on his
staff, and when General Curtis was relieved of that command, the major sought for and obtained an order to report to
General Blunt, as assistant adjutant-general, and in that position had done much toward regulating and systematizing
the business of district headquarters of Kansas and the frontier; and on General Blunt's determining to take the field,
Major Curtis accompanied him with alacrity, parting with his young and affectionate wife at Fort Scott, on the 4th of
Qctober, and met his horrible fate at Baxter Springs, on Tuesday, October 7. All who knew Major Curtis
acknowledge his superior ability, and in his particular duties he had no equal. Beloved by the general and all his
staff, his loss has cast a heavy gloom over us, "whose business is to die," unusual and heartfelt. In looking over the
field, the body of Lieut. [A. W.] Farr was found next to where the first attack was made, with marks of wounds by
buckshot and bullets. The lieutenant was unarmed at the time of the attack, and had been riding in a carriage, but had
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evidently jumped therefrom and attempted to escape on foot. Lieutenant Farr was a prominent young lawyer from
Geneva, Wis., and had been a partner of General B. F. Butler, at Worcester, Mass. At the time of the breaking out of
the rebellion he took a patriotic view of the difficulty, and, although a strong Democrat, like General Butler, had
accepted a position where he thought he could be of service to his country, and has fallen in the good cause. Well
does the writer of this remember the night before his death, while we were lying on the ground with our blankets
over us. The lieutenant said it was not ambition nor gain that prompted him to enter the army, but only that he might
do his mite towards crushing the rebellion; that he did not seek promotion, but was willing to serve where he could
do the most good. Truly a patriot was lost when Lieutenant Farr was killed. Other dead, many of them brave and true
men, were scattered and strewn over the ground for over a mile or two, most with balls through their heads, showing
that they were killed after having surrendered, which the testimony of the wounded corroborates. They were told, in
every instance, that if they would surrender and deliver up their arms they should be treated as prisoners of war, and
upon doing so were immediately shot down. Sergt. Jack Splane, Company I, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, was treated
in this way, and the fiend that shot him, after taking his arms, said, "Tell old God that the last man you saw on earth
was Quantrill." Sergeant Splane is now alive, although he received five balls, one in his head, one through his chest,
one through his bowels, and the others in his leg and arm. Private Jesse Smith was shot nearly as bad and under the
same circumstances, but he did not lose his consciousness, and says that the rebel who shot him, and as he lay upon
his face, jumped upon his back and essayed to dance, uttering the most vile imprecations. Some unarmed citizens
that were with us were killed, and their bodies stripped of clothing. Take it all in all, there perhaps has not a more
horrible affair (except the massacre at Lawrence, in Kansas) happened during the war, and brands the perpetrators as
cowards and brutes. | will here also state that a woman and a child were shot at the camp; both will recover. It was
done premeditately, and not by random shots, and the brute who shot the child was killed by a shot from the revolver
of Sergeant McKenzie, Company C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry.

I respectfully call your attention to the facts set forth in this report, in hopes the Government will see fit to retaliate
for the actions of this band of desperadoes, who are recognized and acknowledged by the Confederate authorities,
and whose report of this affair stated that the brutality of the beast was exultingly published by the Confederate
papers, and approved by the Confederate officials. Capt. A. H. Campbell, Fourteenth Kansas Volunteers, while a
prisoner in the hands of the enemy at Fort Smith, Ark., was in presence of this person, Quantrill, and heard him say
that he never did, and never would, take any prisoners, and was boasting of the number of captured soldiers he had
caused to be shot, stating particulars, &c. These facts should be published to the civilized world, that all may know
the character of the people against whom we are contending. | would also respectfully call the attention of the
general commanding to the fact that passes in and out of the posts of Sedalia, Springfield, and Kansas City, signed
by commanders of the posts, and also permits to carry arms, were found on the bodies of a number of the rebels
killed in the fight; and from them and other papers, there is no doubt but that a portion of Quantrill's force was made
up of persons belonging to the Missouri militia.

I desire to take special notice of the bravery and coolness of Lieut. James B. Pond, Company C, Third Wisconsin
Cavalry, commanding the camp; Sergeant McKenzie, of Company C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and the first
sergeant, R. W. Smith, of said company.

The number of the killed is as follows:

Maj. H. Z. Curtis, Lieut. A. W. Farr, Lieutenant [Ralph E.] 3
Cook
Members of brigade band 14
Clerks and orderlies 6
Company A, Fourteenth Kansas 18
Company |, Third Wisconsin 23
Company C, Third Wisconsin (in camp) 6
Citizens

10

80
Wounded

18
Total 98

The loss of the enemy, as far as known, is between 20 and 30.
Very respectfully, your obedient servant,

B. S. HENNING,
Major Third Wisconsin Cavalry.

Col. OLIVER D. GREENE,
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Asst, Adjt. Gen., Department of the Missouri, Saint Louis.
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QUANTRELL AGAIN.

The Capture of General
Blunt’s Escort,
I — ]

Seventy-eight Killed ont of One.
o Hundred.

HORRIBLE BRUTALITY OF THE REBELS.

Our Men Shot After Being
Captured.

87, Louis, 8aturday, O:t. 10.

The Democrat’s (Leavenworth) special gives
the particulars of the attack on Gen. BLuxr and his
escort below Fort Scolt. lie wasaltacked dy 30¢
rebels in Federsl uniform, near the encampinent of
Lieut. Ponn. FHls escort broke, and outof 100 men,
se uenty-eight were killed—all shot inrough the heud,
evidently afier they were captured,

Masj. Cunzis, son of Gen, Currie, was thrown from
his horse, and was found with a builet-hole through
his head, He was undoubtedly murdered after veing
taken prisoner, Lieut, Poxp's camp was attackeel
about the same time., Four men were killed and
three wounded,

Gen, Bruxr escaped, and meeling refnforcements
below Fort Scott, took commund of them and started
in pursult of QUANTRELL.

Lieut, Foor, of the Third M!ssourl, was killod.

Capt. Tobp, QuaxtrELL'S Adjutant, came to Puxd's
camp, and asked for an exchange of prisoners. lle
ssld a number of rebels were wounded, amung them
Col. 8azLsy,

Quantazir’s force came from Cowskin Prairle, Me-
Donald County, Mlssourl.

A leiter from Fort Scott, Blh, says a rebel force
burned Carthage, Mo,, that mernlog.

Gen. SceorizLp telegraphed to Leavenweorth that
from 1,000 to 8,000 rebels, under QuanrarLrl, CorFrzy,
Gorpon, and Huntzr were marching on Fort Seolt,
and that he had ordered Col. Wier to move all the
force he could raise fo Fort Scolt.

Ehe New Jork Eimes

Copyright © The New York Times
Originally published October 11, 1863
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James Burton Pond

JANESVILLE GAZETTE, 10/28/1863
Letter from Lieut. Pond—The Baxter Springs Affair

| send you a copy of the Fort Scott Union Monitor, which contains an account of the recent fight (or
slaughter) at Baxter's Springs. | would like very much for you to publish the list of killed and wounded
as they are nearly all 3d Wisconsin men. You will doubtless remember Henry Pelage, the leader of
Pelage's Band of Madison. He was shot through the head after having surrendered. Also James K.
O'Neil. | think he has a mother living in Kenosha. He was formerly with Langrishe & Atwater's theater,
as scenic artist, and was known by nearly everybody in Wisconsin. He was shot through the heart
with a Sharp's rifle ball. He was with General Blunt's artist. | saw his eyes closed and had him buried
in a separate grave, and had it marked, so that his friends can find him at any time. He was
universally loved by all who knew him in the army, and his sketches of the Frontier Army, in Frank
Leslie, have afforded us amusement many times during the past six months. | don't know as it is
worth while to attempt to give you a description of the affair at Baxter's, as you are probably bored
with more of these prolix communications than you could possibly publish, provided you devoted your
columns to nothing else. But being in the hottest of the engagement and the only one that kept the
stars and stripes flying, | will give you a few facts and if you see fit you can make what you like of it?

On the 1st of October, | was ordered with my entire company, and a mountain howitzer, to Baxter's
Springs, 80 miles south of Fort Scott, there to assume command of that post, which was then being
held by company D, 9th Wisconsin, and company A, 2d regiment, Colored Volunteers. In all making
my command two hundred and twenty-five men. | arrived at Baxter's (lately known as Fort Blair,) on
the 5th, and proceeded to extend fortifications, and make preparations for a winter camp. On the 6th,
at 12 M, my camp was attacked from the timber on the east side, and surrounded in less than one
minute, with a force of not less than five or six hundred, who charged in at full speed, firing revolvers
and double barreled shot guns. | rallied my men as well as | could, who were among the rebels so
thick that it was almost impossible to tell them apart, and get them behind our entrenchments which
were small, and the darkies opened a volley on them with their long guns, that compelled them to fall
back a little. This gave my men a chance, who immediately rallied to the work, and we drove their line
back to the timber. | then saw that they were preparing for a second charge, and called for me to help
man the howitzer, which was outside the entrenchment, between my men and the enemy. Every one
seemed busy shooting, and | was obliged to open a box of shell, and run the howitzer alone, which |
managed to get along with, under the circumstances. | loaded and fired at them three times, the first
shell bursting in their ranks, and killing a man and a horse. This drove their line still further back to the
north of east, over a hill, in order that they might avoid my shell. Shortly after they had disappeared
over the hill, | heard brisk firing, and not knowing what it could be, | started out, when | saw Major
Henning of the 3d, come riding in informing me that the enemy were driving Gen. Blunt, who with staff
and body guard were enroute for Fort Smith, Arkansas. The Major called for cavalry, but as my
cavalry had all gone out on a forage expedition in the morning, | had none to give him, and the best |
could do was to hold the post.

| got where | could see the whole massacre and saw the guerillas take in one after another, and after
disarming them, shoot them. They were not long in finishing what they had to do, for they so
completely surprised the general and party that they had them surrounded and cut to pieces in less
than five minutes. Gen. Blunt and Major Henning, miraculously cut their way through and escaped,
and reached my camp safe in the evening. The casualties of Gen. Blunt's command were 82 killed
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and 4 wounded. Six of my company were killed, and three wounded. Lieut. Cook, of the 2nd colored
and one of the negroes were killed, and eight negroes wounded which were the casualties of my
camp. | killed five of the enemy and wounded several, who were picked up by their own men. The
negroes fought the best of any men | ever saw, not one would give up after they were wounded, but
kept shooting as long as they could see a rebel. | think that if our northern pro-slavery friends could
serve a few weeks with a colored regiment and witness the soldier like appearance of the darkies, all
prejudice against them would be removed. It has cured all that have seen them, and | don’t want to
be without a company of negroes if | can help it. Since the affair at Baxter's | have been recalled with
my command and am now stationed on the Dry Wood, Mo., twelve miles south of Ft. Scott,
preparatory to making a raid into Missouri. My command now consists of two companies of the 3d
Wisconsin, three companies of the 12th Kentucky volunteers, one company 2nd Kansas colored
volunteers, and one section of Blair's 2nd Kansas battery, in all, about 500 men. The rebels are
making quite a route through this portion of Missouri. Shelby, with 1000 men, is being chased out on
double quick. He has lost over half of his command within the last three days. Brig. Gen'ls. Ewing and
Weer are after him with 2000 cavalry, running him from the Missouri river. | expect to join the chase
and cut off the rebel general within the next 48 hours. Everybody is a soldier now-a-days, every man
a rebel that is not Kansas is "sound on the goose" and rebels will soon get sick of invading her sacred
soil. | see that this is too much extended to be interesting, so | will close by promising a report of my
future campaign.

J. B. POND

NOTE: Thomas Leach, a Fairwater enlistee, was killed during the attack on General Blunt's wagons.
G. M. West, editor of the Brandon Times, described the event as follows in his 1867 publication,
Metomen, Springvale, Alto and Waupun, During the War: Thomas P. Leach enlisted at Fairwater,
February 22, 1862, under J. B. Pond, who was recruiting for Captain Stephens Company of Kingston,
which was mustered in as Company C, 3d W. C. He was with the Regiment in all of the campaigns
and engagements, part of the time acting as teamster. He was killed while driving his team near
Baxters springs, C. N., in the assault made by the notorious Quantrell on that place on October 6,
1863. He surrendered when surrounded by the rebels, but they gave no quarter, but murdered him in
cold blood and burned his wagon. He was buried near Baxters Springs.
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October 6, 1863.—Action at Baxter Springs, Kans.
No. 3.—-Report of Maj. Benjamin S. Henning, Third Wisconsin Cavalry.

BAXTER SPRINGS, CHEROKEE NATION,
October 7, 1863.

COLONEL: I have the honor to report the following facts in regard to the fight at Baxter Springs, Cherokee
Nation, October 6, 1863:

On Sunday, the 4th, General Blunt, with the following members of his staff, viz: Maj. H. Z. Curtis, assistant
adjutant-general; Maj. B. S. Henning, provost-marshal of district; Lieutenant Tappan, Second Colorado Volunteers,
aide-de-camp; Lieut. Asa W. Farr, judge-advocate, together with the brigade band, and all clerks in the different
departments of district headquarters, and also an escort consisting of 40 men of Company I, Third Wisconsin
Cavalry, under Lieut. H. D. Banister; 45 men of Company A, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, under Lieutenant [R. H.]
Pierce, and the whole escort under the command of Lieut. J. G. Cavert, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and a train of 8
wagons, transporting the effects of district headquarters, company effects, &c., left Fort Scott for Fort Smith, Ark.,
and on that day marched 6 miles, and camped. On the succeeding day marched 34 miles, and camped on Cow Creek;
and on Tuesday, the 6th instant, marched from Cow Creek to within a distance of 80 rods of a camp at Baxter
Springs, Cherokee Nation, and halted at 12 m. for the train to close up, as it had become somewhat scattered. The
halt continued about fifteen minutes, and the command had just been given for the column to move, when horsemen
were seen coming out of the woods, a distance of about 80 rods to the left, and forming in line. As we were so near
Baxter Springs (although not in sight of it by reason of an intervening ridge), many supposed them to be our own
troops, drilling or returning from a scout. The general immediately ordered the two companies into line of battle, and
the train to close up in rear of the line, which was done under the immediate direction of Major Curtis, assistant
adjutant-general; and at the same time a reconnoiter was made by Mr. Tough, a scout of the general, who reported
that the force were enemies, and that an engagement was going on at the Springs. | had ridden forward myself and
discovered that the force was large, and reported the same to the general, who then rode forward to reconnoiter for
himself. At this time I discovered that the enemy were being re-enforced from the southwest, on a line between us
and the camp at Baxter Springs, the main body of the enemy being east of us; and, wishing to ascertain the condition
of things in that quarter, I rode forward to the crest of the hill, where I saw that the camp was nearly surrounded by
the enemy, and the fighting very brisk. While there, stragglers of the enemy continued to pass from the southwest to
their main body. Although within range of the camp and receiving a straggling fire therefrom, | immediately
commenced to fire upon these stragglers, and received their fire in return, and was seconded by Mr. Tough and
Stephen Wheeler, of Company F, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, both of whom acted with great bravery, and was just on
the point of returning to our line, when I saw 5 mounted rebels with 3 Federal soldiers as prisoners, trying to pass as
the others had done. | immediately recognized one of the prisoners as a private of Company C, Third Wisconsin
Cavalry, one of the companies stationed at the Springs (and belonging to my own regiment). I determined to rescue
them, and called to Tough and Wheeler to advance with me, but the former had just shot one rebel, and was in close
pursuit of another in a direction taking him away from me. Wheeler advanced with me, and by pressing hard on the
rebels and firing fast, we drove them, killing 1, wounding another, and rescuing the prisoners, who all belonged to
Company C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. As the rebels escaped they attempted to shoot the prisoners, and wounded
one in the shoulder. As this was right under the fire of the camp, two of the prisoners made for the camp without
stopping to say, "Thank you." The other, and the one personally known to me, named Heaton, seemed to be so
bewildered that I had to ride up to him and force him to start in the right direction. All this had taken me over the
brow of the hill, so that when I turned to go back, our forces were partially out of sight; but a few jumps of my horse
brought them in sight again, and I saw them still in line of battle, while the enemy, to the number of about 450, were
advancing upon them in line of battle, and firing very rapidly. I will here state that of the 85 men of our escort, 20
men acted as rear guard to the train, and did not form in line at all, leaving only 65 men in line, of which 40 men
were of Company A, Fourteenth Kansas Cavalry, on the right, and 25 of Company 1, Third Wisconsin Cavalry on
the left. At this time the distance between the two lines was not 200 yards, and the enemy advancing at a walk,
firing. I had just time to notice these facts, when I saw 2 men in the center of Company A, Fourteenth Kansas, turn to
run, but before they could fairly turn round, Major Curtis and the officers of the company forced them back, and I
concluded the fight would be desperate, and was hopeful, but before the officers could get their places the same 2
men and about 8 more turned and ignominiously fled, which the enemy perceiving, the charge was ordered, and the
whole line advanced with a shout, at which the remainder of Company A broke, and despite the efforts of General
Blunt, Major Curtis, Lieutenants Tappan and Pierce, could not be rallied. At this time a full volley was fired by
Company I, Third Wisconsin Cavalry, which so staggered the right of the enemy that I began to have hopes again;
but as their left continued to advance their right rallied, but were checked so much that their line, as seen by me, was
crooked, their right being behind. The firing then became indiscriminate, and I saw that Company I stood firing their
revolvers until the enemy were within 20 feet, and then turned, but before any distance could be made the enemy
were in their midst, and out of 40 of the company 23 were killed and 6 wounded and left for dead upon the field. At
this time my attention was attracted to my own danger, the enemy having advanced so fast as to cut me off from the
rest, and, after trying a couple of dodges, I succeeded in getting into camp at Baxter Springs, all the while closely
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pursued, and found Lieutenant Pond, who was in command, busily engaged in firing a mounted howitzer outside
of his breastworks. The garrison at Baxter Springs consisted of parts of two companies of Third Wisconsin Cavalry
and one company of the Second Kansas Colored Regiment, (known after December 13, 1864, as the Eighty-third U.
S. Colored Infantry) the whole under the command of Lieut. J. B. Pond, Company C, Third Wisconsin Cavalry. The
camp had only been established a few days, and in that time the lieutenant caused to be built a breastwork like a log
fence on three sides of a square, in which were his tents and quarters. The attack on the camp had been a partial
surprise, but the troops acted splendidly, and Lieutenant Pond, taking the exposed position outside the breastworks,
loaded and fired the howitzer three times without any assistance, and the engagement was so close that during this
time some of the rebels had entered the breastworks, and at the time I entered the defenses and got where Lieutenant
Pond was the bullets were pelting against the logs near by and all around him. As the fight with the force of General
Blunt was out of sight of the camp, Lieutenant Pond had been unable to tell what it meant, and was very much
surprised to see me, and in answer to my order for his cavalry (with which I hoped to be of some use to our scattered
troops), told me that he had that morning started out a forage train of 8 wagons and an escort of 60 men, who had
gone in the direction from which the enemy had come, and he supposed they were gobbled up, and in response to his
order only 7 men reported to me. With these I returned to the brow of the hill in the direction of the first attack, and
plainly saw the enemy engaged in sacking the wagons, and while there saw the band brutally murdered. At the time
of the attack the band-wagon, containing 14 members of the brigade band, James O'Neal, special artist for Frank
Leslie's pictorial newspaper, one young lad twelve years old (servant of the leader of the band), Henry Pellage, of
Madison, Wis., and the driver, had undertaken to escape in a direction a little to the south of west, and made about
half a mile, when one of the wheels of the wagon ran off, and the wagon stopped on the brow of the hill in plain
sight of where 1 stood. As the direction of the wagon was different from that in which most of the troops fled, it had
not attracted such speedy attention, and the enemy had just got to it as I returned, giving me an opportunity to see
every member of the band, Mr. O'Neal, the boy, and the driver shot, and their bodies thrown in or under the wagon
and it fired, so that when we went to them, all were more or less burned and [the wagon] almost entirely consumed.
The drummer-boy, a very interesting and intelligent lad, was shot and thrown under the wagon, and when the fire
reached his clothes it must have brought returned consciousness, as he had crawled a distance of 30 yards, marking
the course by bits of buming clothes and scorched grass, and was found dead with all his clothes burned off except
the portion between his back and the ground as he lay upon his back. A number of the bodies were brutally mutilated
and indecently treated. Being satisfied that Lieutenant Pond could hold the camp against their force, | took two of the
men and started out on the prairie in search of General Blunt, Major Curtis, or any others I could find, and in about
an hour after succeeded in hearing of the general's safety, and learned also that Major Curtis was supposed to be a
prisoner, as his horse had been shot from under him. I learned this from a wounded soldier that had concealed
himself in the grass while the enemy had passed by him; and just then observing a deserted buggy and horse, |
placed him in it with a man to take care of him, and they reached the camp in safety. The enemy were still in plain
sight, and remained on the prairie till about 4 o'clock, when they marched south in a body. General Blunt and Major
Curtis had tried to stop the flight of our troops from the start, and had several very narrow escapes in doing so, as the
enemy were close upon them, and finally the general succeeded in collecting about 10 men, and with these he
worried the enemy, attacking them in small parties, and, when pursued by too large a force, falling back until they
turned, and then in turn following them, so that at no time was he out of sight of the enemy, and most of the time
close enough to worry and harass them. As they withdrew from the field, he searched for and took care of the
wounded, and remained upon the ground till they were all taken in and cared for, and then went into camp.

The ground on which the fight took place is rolling prairie, extending west a long distance, covered with grass, and
intersected with deep ravines and gulleys, on the banks of which grow willow bushes, sufficient to conceal any
difficulty in crossing, but not sufficient to protect from observation; and in retreating, many of our men were
overtaken at these ravines, and killed while endeavoring to cross. Major Curtis had become separated from the
general, and while riding by the side of Lieutenant Pierce his horse was shot and fell. All supposed he was taken
prisoner by the enemy, being close upon them, and Lieutenant Pierce saw him alive in their hands, The next day his
body was found where his horse had fallen, and he was, without doubt, killed after having surrendered. Thus fell one
of the noblest of all the patriots who have offered up their lives for the cause of their country. Maj. H. Z. Curtis was a
son of Major-General Curtis, and served with his father during his memorable campaign through Arkansas, and was
present with him at the battle of Pea Ridge, where he did good service as aide to his father. When General Curtis
took command of the Department of the Missouri, the major remained with him as assistant adjutant general on his
staff, and when General Curtis was relieved of that command, the major sought for and obtained an order to report to
General Blunt, as assistant adjutant-general, and in that position had done much toward regulating and systematizing
the business of district headquarters of Kansas and the frontier; and on General Blunt's determining to take the field,
Major Curtis accompanied him with alacrity, parting with his young and affectionate wife at Fort Scott, on the 4th of
October, and met his horrible fate at Baxter Springs, on Tuesday, October 7. All who knew Major Curtis
acknowledge his superior ability, and in his particular duties he had no equal. Beloved by the general and all his
staff, his loss has cast a heavy gloom over us, "whose business is to die," unusual and heartfelt. In looking over the
field, the body of Lieut. [A. W.] Farr was found next to where the first attack was made, with marks of wounds by
buckshot and bullets. The lieutenant was unarmed at the time of the attack, and had been riding in a carriage, but had
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will play ovt. (AmgersplclL)
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held Ewmﬂ' & Co. : Amen:
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* The heart Ieaps at the ptqsure

“with quickening ferfor: a0 imagination gntlt-
ers the det ils and paints them in"one glow:
“ g, even t ough gloomy;whole Wi see our
]\nnsﬂs GLnernl Rough and Rendy aolanell'.
aa he is| pressing. with o small escort ta“the
i ‘l‘al:eip! hi thren.ten#d commnnd Wa Boe
b escort, mainly. com |§Med of raw recruits
' reukmé into dlsorder ‘under the presence |-
'of great; odds,- wlnle the Geger}:l -hinself-is
! dvnncm-r alone t.owsrds “the xenemy. _wlim
(.harg _the ' disqrdered - men . Thret
]HN{N]I' nttack the broken !quq.dron.
ey T' wh in gre t part’ break®over 'lhe prairies.
-t What. 'does |Genaral Blunt do? 1 Not' flee as
l1 most @vould but"’ﬂlromnw h:maelf intoathe
| midat ol ik dxsorﬂer. with hnslgn]lnbt. but
ill-ated " Ar utaht Ma}dr Curh&, the . brave
'[ Lieut Fnrr, thnt. worlhy sgjon’ of the. %ouse,
V. ever.- I'urr-rm st in 1berty’a conjleat. Lieut.
“al 'lnppu and the bold soldier boy Lteut Bob
Tierce, Lnd avors to t‘hllg the ' mex. “With
fifieen’ mlen3 o meets ‘and for a itime stems
] t rnurdero s tide.” Ilts men in wild rout;

feavy fi f‘rmg at Baxler qprmga, no knowledge
| ol‘ the result to the coufmand nt lbnt‘pmm-
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e s

Jhe; bcperarholds and’ cbul.eaw“ the grou
¥ even for'! tulna“wi\h his hetoic bandful d
! -ing the assavqms before hlm..: f]\o thought-
7 Orihigown dalely. Taei Prosent. tﬂ”th‘l:‘h:dlt"
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i
! whom J.hey ere.,mnxe@ in vnldl;t confasion; | 1
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0% ring onLthHr sktrts, wmtmg.. watching,
;!J.'-j;mﬁm’ nojing the’ Blu:{tu coolness,.
courage, and audactty,nevar “deserts him. W, e
wark! lnn. hls attention'to ever exigency—
: =.fu::%9§h dela. . W hen,lwuh only S&oen men,
AN Yristh himself And ‘they" nlbuo—«on the
_ ‘-prmr:esr"in \he rear ok‘ a deadfy foe,‘hn yeot

‘f defaches I'utul with the brt.ve 'I‘a.ppaﬂ l.oiﬂde
to Fort bcotd for assistprice. Olhera.ira sents

H-.mem ,ll_nn' ¥ck, yet. unheeded by bim;
- .’. \'.

1
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.aosoon.nn the snfety Pond s. mrad l.t
T' the pﬁst,tlo ja“ow th 4 gna“l"ﬂl‘\‘\ trail, nnd
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- :warn the gartison s% rt Gibsotr lnd Scully
etk e
' \'.lhen icomes the sad eal. ﬂ—nty yet. Sesreb
: m{or 'bg dud the . heﬂmq ndtr ¢
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that on
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o bl°°d day evening, woving againsi tne rebel .She!-
hounds in | the veins, nnd the pnlma lhmb by, in conjunction th Goui. Brown, who is
concentrating bis "forcun at Clinton.
Journal of Commerce says " Col. Weer - was

ordered, from Fort Scott\o Johnstown, Cass
county.
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. Lieat. Col. Durnss had gtarted to remf‘arce

Blunt before Ewing's order could have
reached Woer.

An engezement is reported _to have taken

plsce yesterday, near Sedalis, between the
rebel Shelby and s Federal force, in which
the rebels capturod and destroyed our com:

missory ° rain.
after being plundergd

The town was alss captured

now 1T HAY \VURhED. ;
Mthtarv alairs in Southwest Missouri and

the Eansas, ‘border present an‘slarming Bp-
paarsnce

Colonal-.loa Shelby has entered
M éNeil's:districtat Piceville, and penetrated

W thenerghhorhpod o{ Sedalis. ; From- Pme—

ville b marched -to Neoaho attacked,. cap-
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rl n ‘s
8% bigy Y%

‘u.vmg bean orrlarad -
Brown.
The conservative chupl in- Migsouri
Fﬁ‘i.n;—tM-ﬁ::; wiy now- a—d-ys. R th. bia,

become ;ﬁ‘ha men who promuecf Mr..

coln tbn’t if ho woald rémove Carfis, appoint
Schofield, and_take swey.all. troops, but the:
militis; peace would: retgo-in MissonH? So
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“Then comes 1Pe suddeut duty yet.. Search.

-~ is made.for the dead—the heric. and trde |
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d er's tharnéter. None are forgotten—nofh-

a1 ing undone which can’soothe the mourners

with the assuran ce that the loved anes sscn

ficed have nbt been anrecognized. ! 'I.
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