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VOLUNTEER ENLISTMENT. |

1. ,JA/ AL
in the State of ,(7_{2@]//

and by occupntlon (RO /7 /7 7 72 Al
!
volunteered this é’f “Jm

B day of @ w/ _ 1864,
" tosorvonsn Soldicr fn the firmy of the Thu(tey State amﬂ.’fta, for the

uged a.Z’/ yoars,

mm Y acsxowu:ncn m\have

strsranasssnaTanse

Y Loriod of THREE YEARS. unloss soopor discharged by proper authority: Do also
P

ugrcn to nccept sach bounty, pny, rations, nnd clothmg, yre, or muy be, estab-

Yy mlumuly swear, that T Will’ bea.r true {'.uth nnd ullagmuce‘t.o the Um a4 States

of Jlmerica, aid that I will sorve thom honestly and faithfully aguinst ull their

* cuomies or opposera whomsoover; and that I will observe and obey the orders of

tho President of tho United States, and the ordars of tho ofﬁcors appomted over
ey accordmg to tho Rules and Articlos of War, :

i P .
Snum and subiscrjbod to, ut Wﬁ/lf / 'ﬂ =75 ®

g, B | CL‘RTH‘Y. ON [IONOR, That I havo carol'ull oxaininod the above-usmod Volunum agrocably
+ totho Generul Rogulations of tho Anny, sad (hat, in my opinion, ho is fres from all h_odlly defects ond,
 montal jufirmity, which would in sny way disquulify bim frum porforming tho dutics of a soldier.

g ot p ExanixiNg-Sunéeon

I CERTIFY, ON HONOR. Thnl I Lave mioutely impulod lhe Yoluul.corg “#

proviously to hl; eﬁhntmanl. aod that he was entiroly sobor whon enlisted; that, to iho boat my .'

judgment and belml' ho is of law(ul agei und tlml, In accopting bim na duly qualified to perform thd dutios
of un ublo.bodmdl soldier, I‘hmo nru-.n Lse tho Regulations which govern lho rocruiting service.

M_ complexion,’ ll _d___,_ ______ fat
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doniring

Ztates, {or tho torm of TIIREE YLEARS

tho Qrnry o{_llhr:un(lr

DECLARATION OF RECRUIT.

as & Bo
z

Do Declace, That I am

sjusw)sua fjoq udisiaumod [(1a

1di ;

wonths

yoars and

of ago; that I'ave nover been discharged from ibe Uniled Stalos servico on account of disubility or by

i

r threo yoarn/

2z

i . the aZ s 38 O

GIVEN at /

sontonce of a court-martisl, or by order before the expiraiion of a tepin of colistwent; and I know of nc

impodiment to my serving honestly snd fsilbfylly as a soldier
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VOLUNTEER ENLISTMENT
STATE OF Mississippi TOWN OF
Vicksburg

in the state of Canada aged 21 years, °
and by occupation a_Farmer Do hereby acknowledge to have
volunteered this twenty ninth day of February 1864,

Sworn and subscribed to, at Vicksburg

this 21* day of Feb 1864

Before P McGrath 1* Lt 17" Wis Infty
Rect Officer

H McKennan
Surgeon 17" Wis Infty

This soldier has Brown eyes, Black hair, Dark complexion, is 5 feet
6 3/4 inches high.

P McGrath 17 Lt

17" Regiment of Wis Infty Volunteers

[sideways on page]
Musterd into the service of the United States, in Company, C, 17" Regiment of Wisconsin
Volunteers, on
the S day of march , 1864 , at V'Burg Miss.
J. B. Eyaly
1# Lieut. 13" Jowa Infty
A.C.M. 1"Div. 17A. C.




Declaration of Recruit

I, Francis Murray desiring

to volunteer as a Soldier in the Army of the United States, for the term of three years

Do Declare, That [ am 21 years and

months

of age; that I have never been discharged from the United States service on account of disability or by
sentence of a court-martial, or by order before the expiration of a term of enlistment; and I know of no
impediment to my serving honestly and faithfully as a soldier for three years.

=

Witness: Lt. S. Kane

[sideways on page]
No. 16
Francis Murray
Volunteered at Vicksburg Miss
February 29" 1864
By Lt. McGrath
17™ Regiment of ‘Wis Infty
2" enlistment; last served in Company C
17" Reg't of Wis Vol Infty
discharged Feb 28" 1864 .

Given at _Vicksburg Miss

the 29" day of February 1864

Francis Murray




CIVIL WAR LETTERS.
By
FRANCIS and JOHN MURRAY

Gbpied, as writﬁen,_from the original letters
_ | ;e 5
MARY BRENNAND PsDERSON (Grand daughter of Francis)
and

JUANNE PEDERSON AWHALT (Great-grand dzughter of Francis)
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?;' Francis Murray c§
g. The Official Record: ENTERED SERVICE FEBRUARY 28, 1862. ENLISTED INTO COMPANY C f<
g_ SEVENTEENTH WISCONSIN VETERAN INFANTRY FROM FOND DU LAC, WISCONSIN. VETERAN, <
> || CORPORAL; MUSTERED OUT OF SERVICE JULY 14, 1865. 'i::

>': , ENGAGEMENTS =
po SIEGE OF CORINTH, MS FAYETTEVILLE, NC =
5 CORINTH, MS BIG SHANTY, GA <
>":3 WATERFORD, MS KENESAW MOUNTAIN, GA 25

3_’—;‘ CHAMPION'S HILL, MS CHATTAHOOCHIE RIVER, GA 3
= SIEGE OF VICKSBURE, MS SIEGE OF ATLANTA, GA =
A, FORT BEAUREGARD, LA JONESBORO, GA 2

ORANGEBURG, SC LOVEJOY'S STATION, GA <

COLUMBIA, SC SIEGE OF SAVANNAH, GA

Seventeenth Infantry. The Seventeenth Infantry regiment was organized at Camp Randall, Madison,
Wisconsin, and mustered into the service of the United States on the 15th of March, 1862. The regiment left
the State March 23, going directly to St. Louis, and from there on April 10 to Pittsburg Landing, TN,
disembarking there on the 14 day of April. It took part in the advance on Corinth and the siege which
followed April 29 to June 10, 1862, and in the Battle of Corinth October 34, 1862. Early in November it
reported at Grand Junction, TN, to take part in the contemplated advance upon Vicksburg. Until January it
was actively engaged in various movements in western Tennessee. In the latter part of the month it proceeded
to Memphis, TN and embarked down the Mississippi River reaching Young's Point, LA, on the 25 of January,
1863; it encamped there and at Lake Providence, and on May 12 it crossed the River at Grand Gulf, joining
the army under Grant which was actively engaged in the campaign. Taking part in the battle of Champion's
Hill, May 16, and on the 19 of May took its place in the trenches at the beginning of the siege of Vicksburg,
May 19-July 4, 1863, and participated therein until the surrender. On the 14 of July with other troops it
proceeded to an occupied Natchez, MS, where the Seventeenth remained until the latter part of October 1863,
when it returned to Vicksburg. During its stay at Natchez it participated in a large number of scouting
expeditions and skirmishes. On the 5 of May, 1864, the Seventeenth was assigned to the Third Brigade, Third
| Division of the Seventeenth Army Corps Army of the Tennessee, of Sherman's Army, and as a part of such
| organization participated in the Atlanta Campaign, May 1 to September 8, 1864. Participating in the battles
| of Kenesaw Mountain, Chattahochee River, Jonesborough and Lovejoy Station. Also in the "March to the
Sea", November 15 to December 21, and in the Campaign of the Carolinas, January 1 to April 26, 1865. The
] Seventeenth participated in the Grand Review at Washington, May 24, 1865, and was sent to Louisville, KY,
i and at that place was mustered out on July 14, 1865. The regiment reached Madison on the 17 of July, and
1
|
]
|
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was soon thereafter disbanded.
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i {"dear parnnte I received your letter then of march which gave me great ;f%.

i

-3

‘bpleasure to know that yours are all well and in good as this leaves me

;W””tyous to answer this letter and I will write again befora I 1eave thial
'-ijplace and tell you all that we will know about 1t We have gett our

| arms. and we drill with our guns 2 twice each day and. -] like to very ¥

| 1 going from hear on the Thursday of this week and they say'that wep

“ will soon go south’ nut/; cannot tell exactly when. we. will. go I wiah :

A b
'fﬁ;gin at. present - Thank be to: god fo his mercy to us all the . léth regiment

e"

"f9 Oclock at night and get up at 5 Oclock in the morning and roll call

v
Moy

half at & time the Balance of the time we amuse our selves as well aa

we can - for it is nott very comfortable to sit down 1n a bundle of

straw It is easier to wulk round and a great deal more comfortabla

It is raining still we can pass. time very pleasantly through thez_"u'

_wWhole we are gulite comfortable more so than yous would think ‘We' have

had our election and we.are well Eatiafied with.our officars -” They are
very humane and oobliging = mverything that we trouble them for w’ i
I must conclude by bldding. youa good By for the presenm aa I

must go to dinner and I cannot attend to’ two thing at once

Write as soon as this comes- to hand and 1ett me know all the

news about home = -,

no more at preseant
Butt remains
your true and affectinate ﬁ

sons until death

- wet e

Francis Murray-

John Murrav

'r.;well seventeen of us sleeps in every tent we go to bed at one half past

and gett ready for breakfast a 6 Qclock-Wetdrill. abngtxnne Hour and a,.ﬁ

vl



Madison March 18
1862

My dear parecnts I take my pen in hand to let you know that

. we are golng south next thursday 1f nothing hapins we are going to

Chigo or else where I candot tell at present where but I will write

as soon as we land our ofisers had a little trouble today they

wanted the boys to -o south without there pay but they sald they

would dy first thats all about it tais time the boys is all well at

present thunks be to god for his mercy Mr roseder sends his best

respects to you and to all friends he was ¢lud to here that all is

well we did not go to the priest yet we have a godd intention on 1t°

our priest is golng to preach in side of the camp ground Confess to
him he will (obey his orders gilve his curs to all that would: |
thats all at present |
camp randel 18 1862
so good by friends

t

you need not write untill i write a gaine thats all at presend



\.'-

1fbutned-. the climet 13 a Warm here now as in Frlendship in Junea

af?last Wednesday and we know a. good many in that Reg wa don

'how soon we may Leave here- in'our camp grown there 13 about 350 X

'IaqreS'of grown coverad ‘with Soldiera thers is Room for 20000 men yet

'We drill about Eight noura a day we Like to well. enough yetﬂbut doifkilf
' not know How it well turn out We are about 240 miles From tha Fight
ﬁow-: they have a great Fight at 1sland number 70 the are fighting

".,*., SO e

about, a week now - We exPect to go to New Mesinco when we +eave ~fﬁ

.WB have a Priest with us all the time we had a lectuia on thuradayl _
Iand Mass every Morning - give our best ‘Respects to all the neighbors -53
Jamas Galagher and all the Boys Sends their pest Respecta to all tha |
‘Frienda inquiring - I have no more at present but Remain your '

affectlionate sons John and Francis Murray. ; ?m' fI‘ Q,f;£ fﬁ,




»In Camp Near Corinth y
June 20th 1862

Dear Father and Mother

We yesterday recelves your letter of 8th June and were truly
happy to heuar that you are all still in the land of the living aﬁd
enjoying that greatest of all temporal blessing of whlch I am sorry
to say that not all the boys now iﬁ the army can boast A good
- many have been laid in their last resting place on earth and many
more have contracted diseases which will cling to them throught life.
while some huve had simple sick spllls such as diarrhae cold and but
a very small portion have been fit for duty all the time We are
both afoot and well thénks be to God, we are now encamped in what
we call good quarters about a mile from Corinth, it is supposed that
we will stay here all éummer as the summer season 1s set 1n and 1t
would be too hot for us in fact we could not stand 1t down South we
have not had 1t much if any hotter here than at home and the nights are
generally Cool- I never felt such cold in Wisconsin at thls seuason &
I experiences last night 1t wus as cold as a November night you seem
to have an idea that we will soom be sent home we don't expect 1t;
for although the rebels are now driven out of their strongholds (we
have a report this morning with some appearance of truth that Richmond
is taken witn a multitude of prisoners) stiii they are far from belng
subdued and will yet cause a great deal of trouble and hard flghting-
but so far as regards our belng disbanded or sent home, we can only
hazard a guess = Wwe don't know anything about it you can tell us as
much about it as we can you have a better chance to see the news than
we have Dan Mc Glaughlin 1s still teaming with six mules he has
ﬁeen laylng off the last three days sick of diarrhoea but he will soén

get over it, glve his respects to a1l the folds, James Gallagher 1s



also down sich of diarrhoea, he went with his team to the landing
last week and had to be left there - we have Jjust heard by the man kho
took his team that he 1s better and wlll probably be here tomorrow
Barney Harkins 1s also off duty with dlarrhoea he has but a slizght
attack, John Carmichael 1s quite well he has done duty all the while
John Stoddart came back the other day he was 1s hospital at St. Louls
he is well, Charles Carberry is on duty all the while, he sends his
respects to you all give our kind love to all yours
affectionately
Francis and John Murray
Cos. C 17 Reg Wis vol
Corinth

Be Res Mississippl

e T



In Camp nezr Corinth
' June 24th 1B62

Dear Fuather and Mother

' We write you a letter last week to let you know how we gel along.

I now.write you agaln to let you know that we got two month's pay the .

other day, and as our Quartermaster 1ls golng home to morrow we will
send you by him Twenty dollars apiecé he will Express 1t to you

from Madison or Milwaukee so you may as soon as jyou recleve enquire
at the Express 0ffice for Forty dillars sent by Mc Gee from elther
of the above mentioned places We are 1in hopes that we will agaln
receive two month's more pay early in July when we will send you
Forty dollars again - You are free to use it just as. you please and
welcome, I have made a mistake 1n telling you how we send 1%, & ‘ .
number of us will Jjoln together and send all to John Mc Glaughlin
who is acquainted with Mc Gee and youlmay go to John's and get 1t
You will_please write as soon after getting the Ccash and let us know
that i£ is all right '

We are all well and I told you in our last that James Gallagher
had been sick he has got back gquite well Dan Mc Glaughlin 1s also
nearly quite well in short the Dboys that is our boys are all afootl
We don't yet know antning about ourigolng or staying but don't be
thinking we will be sent home thls summer - instead of Richmond being
taken we hear that our army ls getting rather the worst of 1t and
it is very likely we will elther be'put in garrison here or sent to
garrison some Southery City )

I will now conclude

Your affectlionate $on§

Frank and John Murray

"




In Camp near Corinth
July lst 1862

*dollara by Mc Gee our Quar@ermaster who is going home. he 1ntendeﬂ tﬁ;

leava here tha day after we wrote you, but he aid not. get away tll

this morning, you may posslbly be uneasy about it 1f you get ourx

adréés you letters nure. , ; I; .f';- _ : _1545:”,:ﬁ;§jhrfg
“. We have to take our turn with other degimants to go picketing

1n the woods, we have been out several times but have never seen anvl ;-”fﬁ

successionists yet, we were out the other nlght, when Frank halted |

‘.flsometning which proved to be a pig which we: confiscated and with some

| new potatoes had quite a feast prepared in the woods without a great '1iij

lot of fixins | :;ﬂ'.l .' " _ -f'-”l{ 'ﬂ-. 1t

; 0 I‘..
! + i e =

o Danl Mo Glaughlin would hava Hritten home only he thinksithis.
letter will do for all at presant, he will not write til1l ha knows
wWhere wé"will move to. he sends his resgecta to all. Barney Harkins
also desires to be remembered :; all._and Jamea ballagher doea not
want to be forgotten. James ROBsetter also and John Carmlchael dnd
John Stoddart dsire to be remembered all at present from .?i , fﬁ j' ;”

Your Affectionate Sona

s e e T

s ¢
IJJ'

Frank and John Murraj

i g




A July 20 1862

Camp Near Corinth Mississippi
Dear Father and Mother we recelved your kind and welcome letter of
the 11 inth stating that you were all well Excepting mothers foot
hoping these few lines may Eind herlbetter as these leaves us in
good health thank God we would have answered your letter two days
a go but we were just going out on picket and returned this day (20)
without having anything of importance to report we took two grisoners
thats all= wWe were uneasy on account of not hearing ffom you before
we thought you had forgot us but better late than never we were

glad you recelved the money safe and we véry glad thet Mc Gee was

so kind as to forﬁard the money to you. You stated that you would
lay out the money what ever way we wanted and that you would use
some of it you self all we Have to say 1s that you use 1t to the
best advantage to what ever way you think best yourself You will
please write often and let us know all about the crops and how yqu
get aloang with your harvest - we have not much to say about the war
48 you see more 1in the papers then we could tell you we understand
the are golng to rase 300 000 more men and in order to get that
number of men they are gZoing to draft- Everything here 1s very high,
butter milk 1s 20 cts per qt adm Eve}ytning in‘prefartlon John
Carmichael got transfered to another company B Harkin is better
James Gallagher Dan Mc Glaughlin and Charles Carberry are well

the weather is pretty hot here we huve no signs of peace you see by
the papers our grand army 1is kepﬁ in check at Richmond but we guess
1f the 17th goes down to Richmond we will make them elther runn or
fight as the died at Corinth - give our love to all the childeren
nope the will be all good ti1ll we return and attend school well till

the war is over and we will bring them something nice glve our love

2 e Ceoasetid o ¥ L

EP

. b ik e e Ny




ﬁfﬂa
to all enquiring friends give dur best reSpecta to Lorenze Lay tell ; '1
hlm we like _ 7 2 first rate. Charles Carberry recaivad'l
@ letter from hils famlly this day. Write as soon as this comes tolj

hand No more from your sons
Frank and John Murray

John Dougherty and James Rosseter are well and s sends yous

their best respects . Y “F jﬁ

i (I . - . . i e . b
i —— e i e e bt B % e =R
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Camp Near Corinth Mississippi
Adugust 22 1862
Dear Fapher and Mother
We recelved your kind and affectionate letter of 13th which |
gave us grate pleasure to hear that you were all well thank God for:
his kindness to us all As we are 1n the same state of good health
Frank and me sent home $35 to you by Lxpress and has not heard from :
ER yet. no doubt but you have heard ffom it before this .The.are.
grate néws here about drafting and recrulting in wisconsin and allglw
over we are told that thirty five has been Enlisted out oflour Town
1f so we would like to know their names and who the are Frank is 7
down on guard at the Hospital I have not seen him for this lasﬁ'waek :
but he has good times of it we had quite an alarm the other night I
Qur plckets was attacked by some reblea and one of our men was wounded
in the head by being hit with three buck shout so we had to stand
to our arms all night but after firing a few shots in the dark he .
took too ther heels, our bulsness for present 1s standing picket Every
other night our boys is all in goodSpirits and will not flinch but
wish for the fight we think when'this new army comes in tho the field
that the will soon put an end to this wicked rebglion so the aoﬁner the
come on the better we are well used at present plenty of good freash
bread and beef with potatoes and some times our whiskey
James Gallagher John Stoddart Charles Carbery B, Harkins and all the
boys 1s well Excepting Dan Mc Laughlin he is not very well but nothing
very serious write as soon as this comes to hand let us have all about
the_boys that is golng to the war and if any of them 1is golng to come in
to the 17th give our love to all enquiring friends give our love to.
brothers and sisters James Rossiter is well
Your sons till death
Frank and John Murray

write as soon as this comes to hand



eagle and shield UNION. M T
September 5 1862 "

’ My dear father and mother 1 tuke my pen in hand to let you

know that we are well hoping these filew lines may find yYou 1n the

same all the boys 1s well?thanks be to god. wWe are not with the -

regiment now there are three out oflevery company quarding the divisiom

hosplital about five miles from the regiment we are campt at the

reble brest works walting for a rowe

| the regiment 1is getting along furst rate there is very :iew

dying at presant the forteenth has moved up from pltchburg landing

they are campt apout one mile south of corinth i have not aeén william

hern in four or flve months but the heel division wég out on general

review and 1 seen one of his company and he told me that william had-

been sick in the hospltal 1 will go to see him as soon as 1 can

then 1 will let you know how long he has been sick we would send our

lineness only i spent so much money for candy we cant send them ween

1 get moremoney to spend for candy maby we can manage to send them

there is a recrulting oficer from our company in fondulac <L 4 tﬁere

1s any in our neighborhood but wishes to list in the seventeenth

regiment there is a chance for them- tell nowrenson lay if he wants' -

to 1list he has a good chance to.volgnteer 1 here they are going to

draft the fifteenth of thls month - we would like-you would send rosann

tude and Eates likeness thats all at present remaining your effactiﬁn

Sons Ferancls und John murray So good by all we are bound for the

happy land oi canion.



Octo the 5 1862

= Corinth Miss

My kilnd father and mother 1 take my pen in hand to let you know that

We are in good health hoping that those few lines may flnd you anjaying
> :

the same we are very sorry to hear that futher has ben sick so long

James valagher 1s well James roseter also and charles carbery is well

lonly hapened unluckly got his thumb shot of axldently daniel mc laughlin

has ben sick this long time and has gone north some where i dont Know
were I am glad to here that all the friends are well we feel Just hsl
well as ever we did thanks be to god for his kindness to all for hia
kindness to all for he 1s our guide night and day 41.would like you-
would send me stamps in your next letter and we would like you would

send us a couple of pairs of boots box them up in a little box we

wlll want them for winter boots 1s from seven to ten dollars down ha:e

Weé was up to the fourteenth yesterday william hern he is getting
better but he is in the hospital yet he looks firstrate- fourteenth
reglment got marching orders we dont know when we will see him again
we Wwill get our likeness as soon as we get pald againe but 1 dont
know when that my be it will cost us‘about two or three dollars
thats all at presnt remaining your afexionate sons

| Francis and John

Murray

our love to all the children

R

B

T ——




* tler of breastwork in and around the town and additional Fortar

and went back to our regiment, ‘on the way to camp we called at tha -

Camp Near Grand.Junction Tennessee
Nov 7 .th 1862

Dear Father and Mother

1

on the route, we were the next day releived from guard duty at Hospltali

. very llkely make winter quarters here, we are not naeded very bad at

“ :' --..
’ bl |

Corinth for 1t is greatly strengthened since the fight by a doﬁbla

presenting altogether a formidabla front on whicheavar Bide it.may bq?

attacked- We put on our boots for the march but being not yst?ahapedx

L

they hurt our feet for we traveled hard so we put them off and were

glad to put on our old shoes"all tha boya were tired’ when we got

here we were three days on the poad but two daya reat naa put ua all

"
i

right again.

Mr, Rossltter Mr qallagher and all the reat ara quita

e ,- £
SRy ; 20y




'“3{:boya would leave the ranks plunder the hduses and then set fire to tham

o

. know of him; We are very strictly looked after here, on the marcn tne a8

:
r;?
W ol

- 18 now home he will have some tales to relace of the fight John iah

.|_'

H

burned the fences all along shot hens geese pigs, Cattle and in ahort‘

destroyed everything they cume across leaving the whole country behind '

five times & day our arms and accoutrements are lnspected: avery day

gee We are now oan a strict was footing= 11 suppose that Mr Uarborry

night We had an inch of snow about two weeks ago ‘the chaqggLWQQ

sudden

Co. C. 17th Wisconsin
6th Division Army of Tennessee

Corinth Missippl

'a desolate waste, 80 now no man can leave his camp, we have; roll caIIT_ v

"and we are to be charged Fifty cents for each Cartridge mlaalng- SO'yénﬁ?}



Camp near Grand Junction
Ternesee Nov. 2lst 1862

GDear Father and Mother !
 We recleved your Tatkes today, your anxiety regarding us must

- be at least partially reldeved ere this time, for we wrote yau about.L‘

itwo weeks ago and explalned the reason of our not writting bsfore ‘

~ leaving Corinth, you ought to have had that letter before poatingé;

. yours of the 15th in case it has miscarried I will again tall you”

' that when we were relieved from guard at the hospital and rejolned
the reglment we were ordered right out on picket and whlle out_the

“'ragiment had marching orders and we were fetched in: from picketlng Juat

i
'G

in time to Join the march 80 that we had no time to wrlte you then to
 tell you of the safe arrival of the box with its contenta, bﬁt we dldkﬁ?l
S0 here the first opportunity we had, and when we !rote He 11ttlel :
thought we would be here yet we are here yet,"- and how long wa may
atay is to us a profound mystery, we may Cdmp here all winter and wa,
may leave tomorrow, such is the extent of our knowledge of affaira and

1t 1s of course proper that we common soldiers should be kap; in uttar
ignorance of the design of our leaders- All we can now say about 1t 13”'
that we left Corinth on short notice and travelled very hard for throa *1
Fdays to Grand Junctlon expecting to fight Missieura Sacesh but they 2
had pulled stakes and left and we heard that they had gone to Hallyn'
Springs about 25 miles nearly due South from Grand Junction (grand Junotic
is about 45 miles nearly West from Corinth) When we came from Dorlnth

we travelled’'by a round about way) Holly Springs 1is said to be vary ,;f
Strongly fortified but they have avacuated it, and are sald to beJﬂﬁfrﬂ;
fortifying about 20 miles below that place, and will make a determined
stand 1f we attack them, we know not whethar we will do Bo, but we

expect an active campaign, we expect hard marching,lhard living, hard
fighting, and hard times generally, we are now ia'a rich and in what

ln peaceful times must be a well cultivated COuntry, but thera are

large tracts of fine land laying wuste,fwhile there are great fields
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of cotton going to waste, the owners are all away to the war anq the

niggers are mostly all away to the Union Army or way up north and

- numbers of them have been taken down South by their masters to b,_

Sl of the way, there 1s a great deal of corm in the fields whiﬂh 18 largely

.. baker who has followed us from Corinth and if we settle long enough

drawn upon by our foraging parties for the sustenance of our larga

trains of horses and mules, our foraging partles also bring 1n pigs R

', Sheep and Cattle so we occasionlly have out fresh meat, wa have a

We can have bread regularly but on a campaign the orackera and:bacon

Some scoundrels calling themselves soldlers, who on the march atraggled.
and plundered burnt and destroyed everything within reach- they burnt tﬁﬂ
houses stacks ana fences they shot poultry, plcs, sheep cattle, fha‘lti
fences were on fire sometimes for half a mile at a stretch and as the

roads are very narrow it was really dangarcus paasing throueh so.muoh

80 that the amunition trains had to leabe the road and travel throughli
the fields. OQur Generals were furious about i1t and have 1asued atrict
.and Severe orders- we have roll call five times a day abaentiea to be:jg
; Teported to head quarters for drum head court martial Qur arms and .. |
accoutrements are inspected every day, our cartridges counted and for e
each one missing Fifty cents is to be deducted from pay. We dont  ﬂ f;
know anything about Dan Mc Glaughlin further than seeing 1n the newspaper
his name in.a 1list of sick at the New House of Refuge Hoapltal St Lauia.
James Gallagher wrote to him as soon as we found 1% and urged him to .' g
write immediately to him or John, he has not written yet._ Barney
Harkin was at Jefferson Hoapital last time we heard from him. __1_:
Gallagher has sold his boots for Ten dollara to get caah on ‘pay. day,;
they were too short for him, he 1a well and teaming yet he heard that
Mrs. Brown was sick by a lettar to Dam’ Mo Monagle two or three days
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Left Wing Army of West Temna. , ., '
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‘J'been warm. suddenly was put on our operations by unexpected ordera to

yof the most brilliant of the war. the newspapers did no'
h '

"* the winter, for the weather which about ‘the time of 'the- béttle had

' h.;r..
s

r, L :.\.

{'march at eight hours notice. we 1eft Corinth on Sunday Nov 2nd and had

, \“.. ' n.

_threa days hard marching to Grand Junction where we expected to giva

- hattle to Measleura "Secesh" but they had “skedaddled“ leftfand gone to

CU -ﬂﬂnmd
the Junction,}and is

‘ u il




s

i5 b . i§ np'r,f
zfstayzhere all winter or we. may g0 tomorrow, we have Justqheard that'

1

_maroh and have three daya rations oookodland after all;didn p@g'-

there are large tracts of land laying waste,lthe ownera aro'aiﬂh“

f to tha war“ thero are large fielda of: cotton going to'waste fo want

Grand Junotion TBHREBSGB@Fﬂ?



B Camp near Lbbeville on.the Mississippi.g'ﬁ;
i o central Railroad Missippi Dec 9th 1862 i

'and are very happy to hear that all are well, and mora so thﬂ’.yau

""iu.

A i "“wf
wa h

avé‘seen something lik @a Tdit.

oty
: LT
-:::_5 ards .,1

'a‘march, he.is quite well

g

Carberry s silence, he has not writtenla acrap tu a yonethere.

ﬂ;ﬁf"n place, and now we hear that h 13 coming back, if you

"3“

We left Grand Junction aarly on .

t



we;paséed a’ large bod

y of our-cavalry horséa,;

‘skirmishing

‘i*n'ﬂc

'sl,,.

upoqr»cavaf

#uds
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On the Mississippl near Vicksburg
January 28th 1863

Dear Father and Mother

| We have not heard from you in about two months - how is it With
you all? we wunt to know but I expect you are as anxlous to hear
from us - we wrote you last from ibbeville 1n Mississippl - we left
that place Dec 17th and marched Southward 25 or 30 miles expecting
10 go lo Granada some 50 or 60 miles further and have a battle forlj“
Secesh are stronly fortified there - but we had to make back trackaJ-
in thé quickest force of mounted Infantry who by some round about
way gét in behind us and surprised Holly Springs and took jha.placq
with an Illinols Regiment and portions of two other ﬁrisonera without
a fight, we went back within 9 mlles on the cars and maréhadbrapidiy
to the town for we.were expecting to catch them but they well knew that
they could not hold the place so they burned the depot, tWo ReRe-
Engines a number of cars and a large and valuable assortment of
supplies und paroled some of thelr prisoners, they could not finish
this part_of their Job for they got up a big drunk and cutting up |
conslderable left the sume day - the boys felt indignant at thne
Commander of the post Col Murphy of the 8th Wisconsin for surrendering
wlthout a fight which was increased when we heard that the same force
was badly repulsed at the next stationm North by about 700 men of tho_"
Irish Lagion from Chicago. we stayed at Holly sSprings part of two
days and' the second nlght just after the boys had laid down and were
about all sound asleep the order to fall in was heard, up we Jumped
and hurrled to our piaces (we are all ready armed so as to be ready
at a moments notice) we marched into the centre of the town and
learned that we had to go to Grgnd Junctlion in a hurry for they had
.learnedlthat the repcls were near themﬂand thelir defensive force was

small so we left our knapsacks took some hard bread and started about




midnight and we travelled at a;dog trot all night and next day t1l11 - -

t .-."-
we* reached Davis's Mills about 7 miles from Grand Junction where

there is a long Bridge on the R.R. wihich the rebels over 3000 stroné !
trled to purn but were badly whipped by 175 men of the 25th Indiana -

| i
who were guarding the place we tnen knew that Grand Junction was not

!
in ilmmedliate danger so we rested and then went lelisurely along %

Go J. Where we got in about.4 o'clock p.m. and glad they were to see.f
us for;they were despairing of help and were preparing to evacuate !" ,iﬁ
that was a hard march for us two men of the 32nd droppad dead on. thei- I
road from sheer fatigue - we lay on our arms all nignt and glad to fﬁiw 4
rest so-for we were tired and so next day and next night being chriatmgs
Eve we marched to the fort and placed in line of battle for beoesh )
was not very far off we stayed so until about 11 o clock half of our-. "
Regt were taken to the cars and hurried down to Davis's Mllls wherse - |
we layed by our arms all night and all of Caristmas day expecting ::
every moment to be attacked we stayed there five days and secesh ]
findiﬁg that we were ready did not come near ﬁs. we stayed so Five:i_ ; e
days and there .appeuring to be more need for us at Grand Juction wég
went back there and had one night rest and next night being New Years: i ?Q
Eve about 11 o'clock were roused and hurried into a little fort for f
a dispatch had been sent to headquarters stating that.the rebels had . lﬁ
been seen in force and we would certainly be attacked, we stood inl_ '
line all night and all of New Years day and a portion of us all.pext
night and day and bitter cold it was laying there on the cold céidT E l%

hard frozen ground with only the heaven for our covering. The rebels ' |

doubtless has informatlon of our preparation to give themlsuch g |
welcome as they might not like so ﬁhey_wisaly stayed away and on the w
3rd we left and cume to Moscow on thelMemphis, and Charleston Rallroad ¢
thence to Lafayette thence to Germantﬁwn and thence to Memphis on the
Mississippl where we got two months pay and we sent you forty dollars

by Express. We have during all our moves. aince the time we left
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Gorinthivery hard
over onb third of
half-ru3ions (but
-to supp?y all our

and we have fewer

T Py el eda o
* \f.-.'-'& e
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service, hard marchlng, 'constant guard duty and fS#:
the time wilthout a tent and for about a month‘oﬁffﬂ |
we were never hungering for we managed by foraging;
wunts) sti}l the health of the Company 1s now beptéf'

on the sick list tnan when we left Corinth we'

shipped aboard Steamboats at Memphls and started down the river on the .

20th and are now lying near the mouth of the Yazoo River a few mlles

above Vicksburg walting for we know not what the river 1s lined with B

Steamboats as far down as we can sec so there must be a large force

_here and we may possibly fight soon, we are lying on the Loulslana

shore and it is sure that the rebels have sent troops acIross from

Vicksburg to attack our rear we are preparing for them and 1f we out .

maneauvre them we

write soon for we

way possibly compel them to Lvacuate I must stop
ar anzlous to heér from you

Your loving sons

John and Francis Murray

17th Wisconsin

Mc Arthur's Division

Army of West Tenn

In the Fleld Miss

Via Cairo

We are all well Jas. Gallagher and Jas Rossiter each sent money by

Express we are all in good spirits
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Feb the 3 1863 '
Camped near vicksbrg  dear father an mother 1 take my pen'_ lf-"

? .
nes may find yous 1ln the same condition as thls leaves us in

in hanr to let yous know that we are well hoping hoping that those

fiew li
at prebent we recelved your kind letter on the first day of febuary.
that you rote the twenty first of disember statling that yous was

i

all well 1 was glad to hear from yous it is the first letter we - -
S |

have g%t in two months 1 wish you would wright oftner 1f you'donot'

than y%u do 1 will stop all togather You want to know what kind of ;:
a colo?el we have he 1s a fine fellow and a good soldier he is- |
beter %o his aen than doran was Dear Father and Mother you wishedif.'
us é méqry christmas and a happy new year btut we seen hard one LI_”
hope ;?.will be at home next christmas but 1 am afrald we never will'
see olg Friendship againe 1f the rebels make a stand at vicksburg
wich they will and i1t will be very flew that will come out agalne
there Fas to of our iron clad gun boats run the blockade the othef

day tu§ river is overfloing the low land where our troops are camped

1 suppose you know the pace as well as 1 do it 1s a low flat place

right across on the river from the mouth of the azoo river James

galle@her and james rositer and John stodard sends there best respects
to yo@ all 1 sent a letter to nowelnson lay and got none answer 1 "
wquld;l;ke to hear from him thats all at preasent Qur best respects
to ali-the children and to the all friends so we bid you fare well

for this tlmé not knowing whether ever can be able to right againe



Camp near Lake Providence. R X7
- Loulsiana Feby 2<nd 1863 ' “

4 " Déar Father and Mother

: We were bitterly disappointed today when the mail came 2

in to 'Qmp.and we could get no letters we have written to you

three times and have got no answer yet 1t 1s true that our mail
communiqation is somewhat irregular, still we think that letters
proper%y addressed are pretty sure to reach thelir destination; befdfe
we camé to Moscow on the Memphls and Charleston Rallroad we were thfee
weeks ;itnout any mall from that time till we left Memphis_ﬁe were

very regular, but since we down the river we have only chunce means,x
of comiunication, it 1s'about a week since we had a mall and todayhﬁyv 
.you oughp to have secen the excltement in camp when 1t was announcéd-that
"the maii has," some of the boys were gratified when letters were 1 ‘
handed to them otheres were &as 1 have sald bitterly disappolnted,'f.,
some reﬁlred sulkily, some swearing that they wouldn't write anothe:k:
letter while in the army, others thinking that although writing ﬁ
materials are very scarce and dear here thelr folks at home might.
possibly require some paper we sent from here, whilst others more
hopeful concluded that they would walt the arrival of anmother mall
befdre getting out of patience I must confess that we are not of'the
hopeful class, for we are entirely out of patience to hear from you,-
and had about concluded to send you some paper to write on but on
second thought wlll not do so yet, till we find out if you need it, -

I have sald that kriting materials are dear and scarce, a Fiﬁe cent" ;_

pottle of Ink costs Twenty five cunts, paper and envelopes ln_propﬁrtlon

and very often connot be had for love not woney : '
I am happy and thankful to the Father of all Good to héve to

inform you that we are all in good'heaith‘and spirits,land_$1nceraly

hope that you dear father, are at least continuing to improve in



your health, and that the rest of you enjoy that inestimable = L 'i
blessing, Uncle James uallagher has got a better Job than he has yet | f;

had alnce éntering the army, he drives one of the Hospital ambulances

rRE 49

a varx easy Job, he has little to do tell Canl Mc Glaughlin that
we no# have only slx teams to the regiment; our Company has no
teamsyer and that Dennls Harkins has been discharged, he left day-;
beforé yesterday we will likely see him as he thought he Would go'to; n. .t
Fond du Lac. When I last wrote you we were down at the mouth of tha""
Yazoo river some six or seven miles above vicksburg expecting to ;
have ﬁo fight soon, but a council of war was held at which it was' .i
decidéd not to attack Vicksburyg, but to cut off their communicationa.
and compel tnem to evacuate; with that object our forces were set;;

to cuiting a Canal ‘across a bend ln the river opposite ?1cksburgl5
which besides shortening the channel fifteen miles wouid.be beyondf'f
the range of the guans of tneir forts, so we could effectivally - :

blockade them. the river rose t a very high stage and broke through

the levee near where we lay and threatened to over flow our Camp,

N

we had' got our tents ashore and pitched our Camp on the Loulsiana
side,‘so our division had to strixe tents again and shlp aboard our 4

fleet;and tWwo weeks ago today came up some 70 or 80 miles to this ..

., e e

place;;you father may remember the little town'(Lake Providence)

ki ot

sltugted on a slight eminence between the river and the lake,  a

portion of our forces are cutting a canal some six hundred yards

5

long.from the river to the lake which will give us a channel through “
the lake to Bayon Mason and Red river where the rebels are said toji
have a large fleet of gun boats and tramsport, which if we shcceed' l

in capturing them will prove a severe blow to the cause of Secession;

the people in and around the town are in a sad way at the dismal _
brospect before them, for the river 1is sald to be fifteen feet higher"

than the Lake and when the levee'is cut to .let the river into the -

canal, not only the town but a 1arge tract of valuable farming country
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r .
will be overflowed; we are camped along:the lake shore &bout flve®

~3

R

wiles from town, where we have abundunce of wood and good water, 3

our duty is picketting and foraging; our company went our guardlng;~

a train the other day and brought in Iwenty Thousand dollars worth

- ?
" of Cotton, of wnich there are lurge quantitles hid 1n camps, and

difficult to get at for we have had some railny weather, out no signf,

of snow since we left Memphis, we have had a few fine days almost

like the first of Jume with you, and the Peach trees ars in full

“bloom, tell Aunt Rose that Jumes wants to hear from her also Mrs

Rossitter that James 1s well and 1s looking for a letvter, Dan Mc Monagle

and John Garmicnael and Barney Harkins and John btoddard desire to i

ba remembered to you all and to Uncle Dan and all the other tood,.f" =

folks Your affectionate Sons
Francis and John Murray

Send postage Stanps-
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Camp neur LakKe frrovidence
Loulsiana March l3th 1803

Dear Fatuer and Mother
?

Your letter of 25th Februury came to hand duy before yesterday
and yesterday yours of lst March was put into our hands so you may
judge tnat our mall comnunicatlons have not been very re, ular of
lafe. I suppose you have ere thls got a letter in which we lndulged
in a little badinage about your dilatoriness as to writing to us "if
the cap don't f1t you need not put it on". I am very happy and thunkful
to hear that you are all enjoying good healtn, I say all for I trust
thaut as fatner QSESIthdL word and don't at all alludeuto nis own
sickness, he is by this tilme well again I am hapuy to inform you that
we are all well, you necd not labor under any werious apprehensions
as to the sickliness of the pedce yet, for it is yet too early in the
season to-indulge any such oplnlons and as to fightlng there is uo
apparent present dauger of 1u as fur as we have auy wmeuns of lulormutlion;
we may be Callgd into the pattle field today or tomorrow but wWe nave
not the least idea of belng requlred in thut way for a long tlme it
ever, my reason for 30 thinzing is the cump rwsor wulcin I told you of
in a former letter that we would not attack Vicksberg but wult and
cut off their communicatlions. Jonn is now awuy from the compuny on
aetacined scervice with a squad of Pioneers he wus in camp yesterday,
hhe llkes hls duty [Lirst rute they have very little @Work to do, the
Leneral nucture of taneir dutly ls opening or makling roads bullding vriizes
and ¢, regarding our wunt ol money, we nave some Lo spure- [ will
. g0 to town tomorrow und send you some by express, in the sume package
there will be twenty dollars from Bernurd Harkin wnich you will please
glve Lo uls futher or mother We expect to gel some more within ten
duys, il we do s0 Ae will huve some more to send you wut don't deluy
answWwering tuis for as [ have already sald the communication 1s very

frre, ular, Uancle Jumes sent home teme money toduy In o a packs e Uien
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James Hossltter to hisg wife, please tell auut SO that sae may get 1t
from Mr, Rossitter Uncle?James had a letter from Aunt Rosy yesterduy
and one from Dan jlc Glaughlin pan Mcionagle also fad one from lan jcG,
We dare glad to heur that Dan nas recruited so well. Qur Lieutenant
Rea has received hig Coumlssion as Cuptain So You must nenceforth
Speak- ol him by thut title Mr Curran will likely be 1st Lieutenant
and there will pProbuvly be some strife for 2nd Lieutenant, suppose
We Wwill soon heur who gels it excuse this siort scraﬂl for tulis time
and I will try to Write you more fully nest time bive our respects
to Patrick Duffly ana to all the folks and belleve me to.be

Your loving Son

Francis uurray

Co C 17th, Wisconsinp

Me Arthurs Division

In the field before Vicksburg
Via Cairo
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Neaur Lake Providence Louislana
April 13 1563

Dear fFather and Mother

I today.received your letter of the 2nd lnstant
the third duy after getting that of the 3rd so you see letters do not
alwuys come so direct as they ought to I am satisfied to hear that you
have got the money all right for I had begun to tuink it a loug waile
to walt for an answer about it
I am happy to hear that you are allvﬁell and thankful to nave to suy
thut I am quite well as are all the boys John is still.with the Ploneers
'Lhey huve Llelt here and I believe are down the river somewhere - you
ask 1 he will be away from the regiiment all the while, I canaot
satlsluctorily auswer that question for I don't know but I nave an
idea that that body will be kwpt together during the war and 1f he comes
vack to tne company anather will have to go in his place and he is better
Lo stay with them for he has better times than we have. wWe have had
another pay and I have today expressed Thirty five dollars with Thirty
five from Barney Harklns which you will please give to his father I
woﬁld'have wished to send sowme more vut we have settled our clothing
accounts for the lust yeur and I was in debt ot in other words hud
over drawn by allowance, I subseribed three dollurs to the fund for
'
Lhe aid of the suffering poor 1ln Ireland, our Compuny rulsed Iwo Hundred
dollurs the regiment raisea about Fifteen Hundred dollars. I.don't
know anythinyg about Johunys puy but I expect he will get 1t wherever
he 1s and send you some 1f he has a chance., I supgpose you hear 4 great
deal about slckness in the army here, I don't believe there ls much
our regiment has only four in the hospital there are also about seven
Or eight reported 1ln tie jeneral hospltal., 1t may be that our boys
are more rugged than others out such 1s the fuct as egards us. Uncle
James is well ne has sent some money ($30.00) alonyg with James Rossiters

plle. our little tent is partially vacated, Lan pMc Monayle bhas gone



LA
up the river with some prilsoners to Altoﬁ;and wont be back under ten
déys I will huve to close we are having a very heavy raln storm 1
am lucky in not veing on guard tonight remember me to all
s Your affectionuste Son
Francis Murray
Captain Rea has gone up to Memphis to see his wife she was coming
down to Lim but could not get any further for women are not allowed
inside the tents

When Captain Rea comes back 1 will'get Lthat paper fixed off
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At 1illlikin's Bend on the Mississippl
Loulsiana April 22nd 18663

Dearlﬁuuher - Hother

I have already answéred your last letter which was duted April
3rd ana would nobt hwve written to you at this time but for the occur-
runce ol a very sad accluent, We struck tents at or rauther ucar .
Providence on prionday and shipped again and left about sundown and
had a pleasant run down the river for 1t was a beautiful nlght. I
made my bed about the usual time and lay down with Bernard Harkins
and slept squndly till morning and wus awakened with the sorrowtul
intelligsence tnut we had losl Jumes ossiter. He dnd John Stoddart
have comped together all winter and they that nignt spread iacir
blankets and lay down having with them Lieutenant 0 Kane wuo could
not get a berth in the oabin'they lay and chaﬁted till a late hour
and gradually fell asleep Lleutenant 0'Kane bounded up wlth the
stgrtllng cry the James Rosslter was overboard, the bout was stopped
and pacxed vut poor Juames was never seen - there was not a yawl
aboard so nothing could be done. Lieutenat 0'Kane saw him 40 over
and one of the men wno had not gime to sleep suid thut he saw him
get up wnd cull three times "Johmn come lﬁ" and secmed as 1t were to
walk over the low rall and dlsappear, 1t w@s.all done ln almost an
instunt for he lay neur the siue I think he must have partly awoke
and amissed John Stoduart for Lt. 0'Kane lay between tnem and gone to
tie door ol the tunt ws he supposed in his drowsy stule to call nin
in as he wus often in the habit of dolug he wuas heurd to cry out in
the water but wnen the.boat Was backed he could not be seen we dld
have w faint hope thut belng a swimmer he would be auvle to kevp
afloatland run with the curvent to some point on either shore but I
feur thut this is hoping against hope it happened avout wsleven

o'clock and oniy avbout a nile above our lanuing place., We are new
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Twenty five miles from Vickshurg and expect to do Some marcning

by land, I have not seen John yet but I believe is only a few miles
from here and I will try to see him if I cun et a pass. We are all
well but all down hearted aovout poor Jalnle

remewmber us to all the folks

Your affectionate J3on

Francis Murray

address uas before



36

yur surgeon hus been down at urand gulf, he saw the deud und wounded
and says that 1t was s very hot allair our troups gulned and lost
possession four or five tlumes

?

Near Carthage Loulsiuna
May 6th 1863

Dear Father and Mother .
with the likenesses your letters cume to nand

day before yesterday, and Danl Monegle arrived in cuaiap yesterday
forenoon, and I need hardly assure you that we were well pleased to
see him again, ana get hls accounts of home. I don't need to tell you
much about our dolngs, as he is well able to and doubtless did tell
you all about 1t sufflce it to say to you that a weck iast Sundauy

we Left camp a4t Millikins Bend and marched seven miles in a brolling
hot time; and blvouaced for the night, and started next worning just
as a neavy thunder storm was bursting anu had a toush march of four

or five miles to a pluace called Rlchmond (not Richmond Virginia)

where we took possession ol a Jeces stable and stayed the rest of the
day and all night- and started fires and dried our souked clothing

and 5qt ourselves into something like conditlion for tne march agaln
wnléh we did eurly in the morning in not the best épirits lor 1t wWas
awful muddy and it was sald that we must mske seventeen miles on

half rations, but we had to bivowac at something llke seven mliles

for it was an utter lmpossibllity for our artiliery uand bag;age

vrain to get along, they were getting stuck every litiule walle, we
next worning c.me on about four miles and haulted at tnls place a
lurge.pluntatlun on one of the muny bayous wWwulch so cut up tals country
muking travel so clrcultous, we are now some less tnun seventeen 4
miles-across and the Ploneer are building a bridge across the bayou
which will save.us Jjust so much travel - Johnny with the Plonecrs

is right beslde us und will likely be for some duys, they may Lhen
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‘ nove a few miles and we won't know or see each other for a week or
two agualil, they have been clearing out thls bayou for steum bouts
to get in from each end te cooperate with us and move our stores. I
cun‘£ tell you any w.r news with certuinlity but we know that our
trocps have got possission of Grund Gulf after some shurp fight, day
before yesterday between 400 and 500 Secesh Prisoners were brougnt
bye our cump and we expect to see about 1500 more tonight The
likenesses are real natural Ros;nna hus growed some, the boys asked
i1f she was mother you must have had a task to keep Katile und little
Toodle still tﬁ-get such good plctures, you must have got Johnnies
money ecre this. e are all well address as usuzl "before vicksvurg"
remember us kinuly to all our good f[riends

Your affectionate Sons

John and Francis Murray

T~



Wiy

May the 31 in
Camp Neuwr Vick

pear futaer and all
¥
hund te let you now that i am

e same in hel
W hiard vlines as 204

ben slting for 1% duys heur,

way wWe went out to bary the

nury us and they run that way

Bury the dtd our gl 2 g 3

W ARl 3EE RO DRDY AL W 8

vind out wilere we wa

W oCcouid

for L0 wites rite a long Lt

seli any otner

2 cha

AU el A Fraral s

{-_r‘emb \C..S S0 -b\a.&* SBS L0 Bl

Sowghall

= ¥ o4 e T e b VR
"o I A

ULl % um oall Las

,_
f
Tt

tnre 1 such a capadeing that

onee wild twive o awy« 1t aant

every oy owtd sonle Lime nites

SLL wmn sun meae, oL aeved no

tnan ¥Froade for 1 wigab

El

Just a

1 i n
purgia

the rest of

cun aford climing

28

the year of 1865

the fumily now 1 tuke my pen in
J

well and hope that these few lines
th as they leve me at present, We nave

nille and avlers, we have
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did and they saot at us - but did not

with us like sheep and left us to
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[
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. e nud & huard march
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it here. he ha to pay for his clothing and 1 did not haf to so tliere
1s where 1 sent tne most and prehaps next time he will send nome
a@s much as 1 for he wont huve eéney clothin bil to pay and prehaps
1 shal haf to gette my clothin bill and if i dont set ency euniry
pay he may send home more than me
Jenr ruther you rote to me that you did not now us you woula
live til we come home put 1 wish to the lord you may tfor i want to
See you and the rest of the famii} and have a Zood old time with you
Jon ‘stotert and pszn Ne Hunigal and Jamy velljer and Barney
Harkins and all tie rest ol the boys seuds their love to you all
aand all tne tolks arsund taere, Tnis is all tuut i éuu tnink of
for tuis time so goou oY tnis is from Johney und F;auk dury to futaer

and Jffother aund 41l the rest of the fdlks
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Before Vicksbursg June 1l8th 1803

Dear Father and lMother

I have no doubt you feel very anxious about us,
Johnny wrote you a few hurried lines after our terriole fighting to
assure you thuat uvod Almignty naa mercifully preserved us both, |
have never had an opportunity to wriie to you tfor you may well belelve

we have had an exclting time of it ever since I wrote you from smiths
Plantation near Cartnage in Loulsiuna Johnay was here lust ulgnt

Just ulter the wall ceme in wnich was a welcowe one for we neve hud
none for aecarly a week, your letters are duted tue ng lest and
surney Hurigins has two from aome guted tne lOth in wilch they mentlon
naving seen 4y name in & lisv ol tne wounded "in our regimesntv Joiuuny

tolu you uabout it I beleive - I was not really wounded altioush I

was anolsted somwe ang geeled over 1 was a little stunned and asd to

i
Lo
o
.
Y
L
—
(el

“r tub [ wus it Jor duvy wne next duy, you Lave doubtless

rqogd of tne sewversl Kurd battlss fougnt and winu by tiae told sSoldler

pays of the North West between lMilllkens Bena and thils place, we
Weye in spne pd Uheoe 2ldcporn UL ntg, Wl we weu Lod bae roegon-uwalen

| Aold you before, throuwn far behind the wndin body of cur aoemyy uohepy
we got roady to advance we dii so in a hurry, we sravelled word and @

we Lravelled foo Lar wirier uw burning sun - you muy Juwi e whetu2r ye

W Ldggat wolk el 1% el oot Jou Rdelb Wl aadreidd siuhrly  was

nurd red mlles Ltuslae oF nine days. wWe Lel't the Stuate of Lowisianna ]
4t ddsd Clames puddlii; and eazersy the state of Miselusippl uzt jJ_fLLI;d

Gull a wila luoklng place wnlen [ would tning all the Gun bouts in

the service couwlu aut reduce you aast nave cesd Uod oneral sraat

gol als pluce vy luuslng unls troops above aud sending them Lo tne rear

ol 1te e cuught up to tue malin voay at Caumplon Hill Lwo uuys ~

Miurch from Vicksburg just as tncy were driving secesi Lrom a very
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strong position ufter a hard Light ln wihich our brave boys suffercd
severely for they had to attack througsh a large Corn fleld and Secesh
were in the thick woods we were at once marched into the field of

battle to support a battery of Parrot uuns walch it was feared they

mlgznt attempt to cupture but luckily for us in our jaded condition
we did not need to f'l;nt secesh were too budly whipped and azd to
leave tnelr own cannon behind, next duy we had almost uw rum of f{our
or five hours to 5ig Bluck river where before we could g8l up our
bruve boys nad cuptured u strong fort a host of Prisoners, artillery
and vetter taoanr il tue control of the river and the Hailroud to
Jackson destroying tLuere by Laoe much caerisacsd repel comununication witn
the interio? Xl doy we nad a long slow march and luce at aight
bivowaced within range of the fortificatigns of this terrible -pluce
and ﬁaxt day the 19th of Méy madé a-geﬁeral_churge on-the enemys
works we beiu; the lzuding reglinent of our orijgade we were repulsed
at all poinis withh 2cuvy loss, I taink that if our Supsorting
regiments had cowe up proapily to our ald we would huve S0t lnsiuce

‘but 1% i3 well for us inat we did not for thaet woulid nuve oeen tae

lagt of aar a2 lus g we certalinly would gave peen aiiitilotbed
oL Cuptulce ln wiv daids wobe we araln ongdves said Werd wraln vcuaten
o : (% ] &y e

baclk witn grewt sluughter we thls time were the reserve of our prigude
bal waen ag ot inbe tie Bot place we were as well up = gur lu.alng
MROLmENTE wund Lnen relused to proceed, a4y Liley fud D?*ure fulled J
Lo suppolt Liere cowld mot bo wuch dependluce on tuem now so gur

cenaral veoy reiuclently orfdered o cetreut tase lftn_bu :um;Ln in

L}ul: posltion to cover Lhe retreat so there we luy amidst a perfect

stolw ol pusketry und shils the balls generally flew over us ws we

lay close tu ULie grouud on 2 hill side (1t wus here tozot 1 _ot wy

sllght hurt vy the explosion of & shell very Loruuuu%uly for ug Loz

shells were bad very lew of them burst, tne regiment luy toere till
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the wounded und some ol the de.i were carried off and Tinally about
TWO or three in the amorning were ordered to retire and next 44y we
found oﬁr regimental loss to bpe 64 killed and wounded our company
nad three wounded one of wanom is agaln doing duty and the other

two huve sharp fllsn wounds there will be no more such wlekxed woix it
1s impossible lor amen to do uaything in such awlul gorges wiere the
savings are so steep taut a mun can hurdly stund and the timber is
slashed purposely in tnc roushest possible munner to embarrass an
atiucking party, we ure now investing the pluce in rejulur form
Tatlgue parties are wording day and night assisting tne Ploneers

L0 make roads and Lorts donuly works geznerally al nlgnt for greater
safety and they now have forts wlthin Ten rods of the rebel worgs, I
@oq't do any such wouik Pan Me Monagle.ﬁarhey Harkins and myself are
sharpshooters we gzo out into the rifle_pits every other duy und do

no other duty =nd we ds znought at that we are wlthin BUuSY Fpeasing
distance of the Jecesh wnd the moment a head dppeurs on 2iuwner side

bang goes one or mors zuns, one of our 00ys was severely wounded the

‘other duy throush Alg wunt of caution u vtull vatered nls chaln

smasted e lowar jaw v o«lmé‘.& dewn Wis neck qad \oclfﬂeA somend ere

~

under his armplt he 15 oudly disligured out 1ls mot tuoushit Ul e fOUs,

We are cumped wit.ll muszet ramge but in 2 deep ravine wiere toe valls

y]
11

sometlimes Lly vver aa SPEULY bulcdly aad opes foon fﬁ}lu M3 b SoRiebd
ey cun't break us to siells for our gunners eoadiatd . wdslilr selteries
they don't have tlwe to load a cannon ere they are ireuted with a
snower of shell ana wusk2try wo.olell sends ohem.nither and Lalther

in @ mgunner anythin.: put pleasing to themselves, we nuve tiew in

el

a tight. I'lx we nove tne completely surrounded we anow Lot they are
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suffering by scarclty or water and have reuson to beleive Lnut Lhey
are on short ratlons 1f they don't give up or iry to cut thelr wuy
out which wé want them to try we will blow up some of their forts
one of them days they expect reinforcements but we are well prepared
for any demonstration on our rear and have already trasined Juneral
Johnson who made the atteapt with o large force the other duy.

Address as usuul before Vicksburg we zre all well ana Lﬁ so0d
spirlts remember us to all

Your affectionate sons

Francis and John Murray

]




- seare about us, we are in the hdnds or & merciful Provideuce and - lut

T wWhat over ﬂlb siciness ugaln, now that we nuve the ilne Suwmer heatis

= -‘u

the lBLh or 1ast month whit..h would @urely set. your minds a.t ease

regarding our personal safety, I;explained to you how Frank's

name happened to be mentioned in-the list of wounded he was not

hurt - if your feurs had not got the better of your judgement you

woﬁld not nave put youluelf to the very unnecess sury trouble of writing
to Uncle James about us for if either of us hud_really been Hurt and

we say nothing abbut 1t, you would have been sﬁ}e to hear of 1t through
Unclé James or ban Mec Monagle o} ﬁafney Harkins Sr Captain Rea.or
~Lieutenunt Curran and lots of others who would be wrlting home, 1in

short; your own good gadmumcnt will shcw_you ‘that. you got up a4 needless

us place our trust in Him alone. I hope that father is getting sowe=

the weather should be benefiecizal for your compluint, I am glad to

inform you that we ure all well and in good spirits angd..have no cas-

ualties in our coupzuy sinece list leLtor. Do fe vdonagle is restored -~
+o the paak oF

thure-;s no i nting golng on #cept wnut is done oy toe sn.cp

shooters in tne rifle pits, the lnstant thut = SEC8uh 3u0W lamself

& alaau): 'er- bkw.kf bﬂtf\ﬂ, e rl:]a&..@mn§ dffa Lhal 1o Cedeladly bne Lasy

| of him our batterics have fired less than usuzal the lust three duys but
the gun bozats on bhe river seew to ve having a busy time of it., I
shouldLnoy be surprisea 1 we nave a graqg blow up on tne,fou;tn_for wé
havefmﬁned several strong points und‘bava;them readj £o“explode; = s

yestéfday one of the strongest forts on the centre was blown up
11N ' ’ S '

e
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by ueneral Lorun - men and materisls were sent up over 1000 feet
in the ulr, our men (that is the division on our l=[{t) holds one
part of the fort and Secesh the other,
hoping to hear 1ln your next that father is geining health and
strength we will close Dby requesting you to remember us to all thne
folks

and remain

Yfour aff 3sons

John and Francis Murray
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Vicksburg July 10th 1863

dear Father and rother

Thanks be to God we are alive and well and
unhurt and in possession of-the redoubtable Secesh stronghold you
woulu see by our last wilch we nad sent off just before the recelpt
of your last thut we nad carried our approacies close up to the
rebel works, we blew ug the strongest fort on tne centre and had
several more men ready for the wmatch, and were expectling to see some
tremendous ex9105101s on the Fourtn ovut a more powerful enemny than
powder forceu tnem iuto & very uawliliing surrender they were starving-
reguced to tue neccesslity of ewtling mule flesn, and alaost no corn
weal at all Flouw had veen aneg‘nuuureu-doLlQrs a barral in fact
they nad notning to live on except sugar of wulecn there is a very
large guoutity wml a little Rice. tasy surrendered on the 3ru and
we marched into the clty and touk possession on the 4th wasn't that
a glorious wuy for us to celebrute [ndep2pdasnce duy? wat egvery pleasure
has 1ts tolls tie dey wes o melilnsg ast one velween tae amest aind
du‘.s“t’ il 'rhzckH\-\ ES qﬁerﬁfj o Oy marr_,h oF 1.-?.“:-“ € oyer Slci-.«r- m‘j,;}g ard

pany ol Lie L s W0 Lall- gad co;za;;i_ctel;,’mm“‘?”E mhg all but SUNSTRUCK
I expecved taulb we wowla prooaply wltness some lusosing ceremolyy

it Thls ver; Lisdr st oUeasAoN GUL S8R0 UL SuB Surh yRouseea B
liguten twue luuo:s of tne day, we persly marched inte thle prifcigal
part of the city stucxed our arms and gszed arvund us about two hours
snd then fell In wnd wersivd LV&CK TO J9 pleket duty inslde tae
bresstworks whilch we have of late been watcalng witn sdcon covetous
eyes, we thought it rutiner hard fare to go risnt on pleket guard

for all night after the futigues of tne day and without supper too
for we were over & aile from our Ciallp dald tae cround is so very

n o tonat 1n thie darx 1t was dang

2

wrods wnd 4ll but lopessible to

v

2




carry out coffee Yo us. But I don Know that we couvld reasonably
complain for other divisions marcned to the reur to operate
agalnst genl Johnston without getting a sight df the city wihich
they nad fought so hard and worked so hurd fo win e have captured
& large and spléndid assortment of artillary and muskets many of
the guns ace entirely new have never been unpuacked for use you
will find in tne newspuper petter and fuller &ccounts of all these
matters thun I am able to glve you, we are feeding the prisoners
and thelr number 1ls great over Thirty lhousand the poor fumilies
must havé sutffered severely between nunger and terror, I am Credibly
inforwea tnaut they had to eat rats I expected to find the city a
neup of ruins after tine terrible storm of shells irom the Gun-—
and :aortar boaté but was rather surprised to see comparutively little
sign ef cannonading - trﬁe at every s{ep you cun see where the-shot-
and shell nad strucik but the wish Had—edeently been to save thne
CLly ws wuch as possible wnu fire over into where the troops mi. it
oe suppesed to be tnere is but 2 small aumoer of troops left here
all being away to try uznd entrap, ?(hutton) whno 1s sala to huve a
large force at Jacsson some 40 miles offws—we are-left—here now we
,-'T\Uﬂ 1{}55;{'_LL1 5";:@! Re-T 'I!‘_.?.Mf.. L k\ape Lo Majf E{fd 'r\o{: }\&v& E) ,-v\cw‘cj\
in Tals oot wWealller
Jonnny nas uot veeu over today ne 1s about uull w wliie from cuup they
ate busy levellin woe Lidtlin, tne Works we lzue gucslae Jde ule wll
well write soon anu tell us 1f you are any better
remnember us to all
Your alfectlionute Bon
I'rajucis durray
Cos &, 1ith Wlseconsin
JicKsburg
#iss

¥Yia Calro




Y]
Natchez [iss Aug 5/03

Dear Father and Mother

I received yours of July l4th in good seuson and
todaf another of July 2lst and feel truly grateful tc Almightyly
God %o hear that you are zll enjoying good and you deur fuiher
lmprove health und am happy to inform you that I at lceast zm well -
we got sudden and very unexpected marching orders at Vickburg and
came down to tials place expecting to .nerely take poséession of the
place for forms sake und take possession of whatever public
property mi nt ve 1n or around the place we thought thut we would notb
be more tnan five or s5ix days hecre and did not bring our cuup e@uipage
with us, but we are here yei and only wish thet we may be allowed
to stay nere tiarough the Warm épell.- I have not seen Johany since
the day we left ?icksburg/that was July 12/ he was then quite well
and I supoose 1s now back in tne rear of Viexsburg mealng vriages
I need not now tell you that you do not xiow iow matters ure in tais
army regarding pollticual feellings for you must surely have ere

hls seen that Gencral drunt pluces no restrictlons on any sort of

VESUHBAERE ~ Bl L WP Slland S diusam BEe 9ot T P thuf (!‘-;L‘,ﬂﬁé ‘LhﬂJ;
., .

you will find vefore the close of tnls wlcik:d revelllion thuet taere

is no more & dewocratic party or a republican party s tonecy exsisted

Lour or live yuars ujgo, those nuunes are at present usud only for

auything out patriotic purposes and tinere will soon ove an enticely J
new or,.nizutlon of parties send wll the Democrutic uwewspuzpers

Jou plecse and I will at least get some, we h.ve the Cuicugo IDlmes

everytime we huve a mall I wlll not try to describe this place as

you gnow it alrcady but I may say that we cun vuy ;ipe fizs apples

pears, Jsreen Corn mellons etce S0 you muy beleive we live well.
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When we came down to the landing here the Secesh had not belelved

that we had got possession of Vicksburg and the way the. few soldiers

here cleared up the bluff and out wWwas not slow. we have captured

a large and valuable assortment of public property consisting of
mdstly cattle amunition Sugar and have been several time out ex-
pecting to fisht but we are now so strongly reinforce that there is
no danger of any attack; we have selzed a great number of horses and
part of our brigade 1s mounted and scour the country for miles
every way so we are in no danger we are all well but Uncle James is
not at all pleised because he gets no letters from anybody he says
he will write to nobody. I must stop 5ivé my respects to «ll and

beleive me to be your affectionate son = - _ =

Francis Murray

Address as before




Natchez Misslussippl
August 15th 1863
Dear'Father and iMother

* 1 wrote to you about ten days agzo and have not
had time to get un unswer és you will burely huve ot that letter
yét, but I ﬁow write to tell you that I have sent you Forty dollars
by express so taut you may be on the loox our for it, I liave sent
1t by Barker's txpress a new agency down here. So you will have
To take the trouble of hunting their Ageucy in Fond du Lac..I hope
this letter will find you in bectdr newlth and I am happy to say
that I am guite well, the boys with only one exceptlon ure zll well,
we had a many cascs of slciness shortly alter cowing ddwn_here_for
we all-induiged fbeely in almost-all kinds of f;g;t, Plgs, PeaCﬁES{
Apples, und relons are plenty good ﬁnd che;p I have noﬁ heard
anytning ol Jonnny siﬁoe I last wrote e arc still here and I only
wish we could remuin till the time of our dischurge, for as I told
you pbefore it is resally a very pluusant'and a very neultny place,
Qur duty 1s not quite so neavy us at [irst for we have been
reinforeed by ﬁrjoys Wno ure guartered outsiue tae town ind tout
relelves ‘uu of chie neccessity of beins wider arms all nisht, I
am tilnking to.t there 1s sowe xind of a vig imove . goln: on for a
great nuuwoer ol troops h.ve sone dowh the river and ﬁéueral srant
himself hus lunded here today I don't at all supuose that tne will
stay any tlme here it sevms to ue hl is organising soue new campaign
and I almoﬁt drezd to hear the order thut will releivé uis Lrom
duty here and send us on the weary trawp again Qur mounted men
(I believe I told you that three coupunles of our regiament are

mounted on horses und wules confiscated 1n und around the town) are

about all the wanile scouring the country hunting up Cotton und

-

S9A
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other Confederate Property all that is private property 1s
'respected except such as ure known to be active participants in the =
rebellion we have shipped a great pile of cotton and I tuink I

told you that ‘our mounted men on one of their excursions burnt a

Factory lurge enough to cloth a company of sSoldiers(_ 2 the
clotulng)they alsoldestroyed several Hundreds of Hogsheads of sugar
énd vlolasses and lots of arus and amunation and sent 1in soﬁe spoil
and a lot of prisoners and were neuflyhcuught by & large force of
rebel cavalry who chasea tnem a wnole duy on tne wrong road. I hope
that. the people ol Uisconsin will show better sense than offer any
resistance to the druft I fof my purt wish thut our Sovernment
would raise arm and equip-and send into the field meﬁ"eﬂough to
ﬁalk-right throush tne‘while length and.bréatﬁ of rébelddﬁ anq-at
once clean out this foul blot on the history of that gloridué
country and __? peace to tals once happy nNow distrabted and
dEsElated Tand Men you write again send me some Postuge Stuups
I have none Uncle James is well he will write to Aunt today or
tomorrow =nd send souwe money I aust stop rémeaber wme to all the
folas and address your péxt to your L@van.Som

Francis surray

Co. C. 17th ulscousin

Rausouw's prigade

ateones :
vilsslssippl

Yia Caliro

(written on captured Secesh puper)
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I ' September the 6 in the year 1863

Dedr Father and Mother

_ 'ﬂr Now 1 take this time to write to you to let you now that i
an well ét this time and hope that these few lines will find you the
same in helth as bney leve me at present, i h@nk had & leter
from you since before Vlcsbur:h did surendered it has ben three
months since i have hurd from you., 1 shold like to hear from you
once more before i give you all up fgr this world i should like to
hear from my brothers and sisters once more before 1 cun glve them
up for uvhis world. 1 inust tell you sume thing else now i did send
you 60 doll; tae 6 of uials month it has ben 30 Days and i hent
hurd from it since 1 sent 1t, 1 sent-a leter the 7 of August aftgr

1 sent the money. but i got 2 papers yesterday-'i hant hurd.from

Frank since he went down there to Natchez and i want to now if you

do hga:_frnm him if you.do i want you to write to me-this is all
for this time you aust excuse mylpoor writing and snort leter for i
don't think it is wuch satisfuction to write a long leter and not
zet no answer to thenm This is to leters and no answer
this is all for this time 30 zood by thls irom JFour sun
John Mury to Futher and Mother
Direct your leters
John Mury 6 Div
~Ploneer Corps 17 Army
Corps in Care of
Captain Bush
Vicburgh Mississippi

Write as soon as you get this if not sooner

" George P. -Robins
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- Natchez Misslissippi Sept 17 1863

My Dear Father and Mother

I received yours of the 22and August and did not
answer 1t 1n course as I expeéted you would again write in a few days
to let me know that you had got the money and have yesterday got yours
of 2nd September I an truly grateful to hear that you have been
able to take care of the crops 1t would hive been a rather serious
matter 1f you had been unabple to work at it youself when help is
S0 scarce I saw one of Johnnys comrddes the other day who tells me
that_Jonnny 1s quite well and growing very stout- he has never written
to me I need hardly say that I would like well to get nome with
Johnny but I fear that I will not get the chunce I have blven up __

all nope of gettlng home till the wWdI 1s over only two have gone

from our compdny yet and before my turn can come at this rate our
time will be about up, I Suppose you nuave got a full true and
particular account of everytning concernlng us from Cap. Rea and
Lieut Curran who must haﬁe been having a glorious time among you

We are now looxing for them buck as taeir time 1s up tioere is a great
change among us since they ieft - the wihole rggiment 1s now wmounted
and doing Cavalry serv;ce and are out most of the tiwmes - we crossed
into Louisiana in advance of a strong force of Infantry captured

and burnt a steamboat on the Slack river chused a rebel Brigade who
were on the way to support the garrison of Fo:t Beauregard uat
Harrisonburg then pressed on to thut plude and found 1t evicuwted
and that nad been done in a furry for the poor dBVilS.hdd not ﬁi@e
Yo eat their breukfast which they 1éft on the fires-~ we hud some

sl‘:ir‘mi:snj.rrI and had a few wounded but none in our éompany we déétroyed

the guns in the fort and left our infdntry never having .seen the foe
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nor fired a shot, that was a seven duys trip, after resting one day
in camp we were again ordered across the ;iver to bring in a drove
of Ca S5 Beef Cattle that was two hard days work getting about 200
head together and driving them to the river we came home to cump and
rested all night but were ordered out ln the morning in a hurry for
the rebels had followed us in and were fighting our small fo;be across
the river so we had to crossagain and skirmished two days we could
not attack for there wuré enouh’ of them to eat us and by the time
we could be reinforced they had retre;ted beyond pursuit the most’
of us like the change well - but it 1s pretty hard for both mun- and
beast we nave aoved our camp outside of town and woula be contented

if only.-allowed to stuy here. ) .

the rest of this letter is missing
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Vicksourg Miss 27th Qct 1863
Dear Father and Mother
I received your letter of 29th Sept on Friday
and toat of Qect 10tn yesterday anu as dJoanny is over here today
tals will wunswer for us bota I gobt the tnree newspapers but have
nad no time to look at them yet Johnny nud4%;ﬁfnewspapers from you
some six weeks ago it is about the same time since he had a letter
We aresboth very happy to hear thut you are all well and have to
thank God that we continue to enjoy good health John hus done no
duty for tnese last ten days - one of his comranes accidentally cut
nis shoulder with an axe whlle chopping it is not at all serious
1t 1is mending nicely the Ploneer Corps have thelr camp in this city
about a mile and a hulf from us We ure dismounted again, we left
Natchez two weeks zg0 last Sunday and left our horses tnere a large
rebel force wus hanging around the vicinity and the troops here
were ordered outv to try and disperse tnem and our briguzde was needed
hiere to guard the city they have returned from a very severe march
of 25 to 35 mile a day tarougn &. countey 4Liost AESEitu{:e gl water
naving falled to bring on a fight with the rebels who aiways
wanaged to Xeep fur enough'u head to avold a battle and then nad
the luprudence to turn round ani follow them back to within 14
mlles of tne clty, Lt 1s supgosed thuat we ure only temporally dismounted
Col salloy hus gone to Jjisconsin vo have aae organization of the
regluent ciaanged to that of Cavalry- then most of us don't like toe
idea of diswounting, we besides having the fun of riding have drawed
Gévalry Clothing so it is a bill of expense to us barney Harkin
left futcnez for nowe on Purlough the same day that we laft to come

here so he uwust awocuvtless pe nome and 4s you will see hian I necd not



try to give you any details of our dolngs as GaValry men as he will
tell it all more fully and minutely thean I can write it there will
~be no more furlough granted thls year tney,have been stopped by
order from the was department so we have no chance till nest year
Uncle James's Eyes are some better so he drives his teams once in
a wliile he is well'otherwise Dan Me Monagle has been slightly
affected with fever and T - is doing duty the boys geheraliy
are well but kept on constant duty we have Jjust each alternate
nights rest we are Provost Guard in the"city a very irksome duty

We have had 'a very cold spell it rained all one night and one day
cold cold réin and froze all next night so in the morning we had

ice and everything was white the change was somewhat suduen - and

was % it 1s made _ ?  again and we wxll in day or two

_have flne war weather again we have heard thdt Lieut 0 curran is
recovering anu purposed leaving houme to rejoin us abogt the end of
this wonth. |
There is some little tulk here about the approaching 3tate klection
but we pgay very little uttention to politics we are in for crushing
the rebellion in a hurry and have nothing to do with ism's of any
SOOIt give our respects to all the folks and write soon asuin to
elther or botn of
your loving Sons
rrancis or John Murray
Complimenﬁs to Anna Doherty C >

'H‘. Ml
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Vicksburg Mississippl Sunday
January 3 1864

Dear Father and Mother

Brothers and sister I received your kind and welqome letter
dated the eleventh of aecember. You said that you expressed our
box but have not yet received it i'begin to think thut it must be
lost but if -1l receive it i well pen you a few lines so thut you
may know that whe received it you also spoke of the ? men
1 wlsh to god that they will have all to come and have a share of
next Springslcompaln whe spent a very good crisamus and escorted
the 14 down to tne river this morning gave them three harty sood
cheers and a wilcoue home whe huve a recruting office started for
all that wants to reinlist for three years more wne may get 2 good -
many.but it Is hard to tell as fﬁr me frénk:ﬁhe hﬁve a notlon but
would like yours and motners advice before whe did it if whe whold-
inlist L hope you will not be angery with us 1 talnk as long as whe
have started out to support the old flag and constitution tnat too
years more whont bee much and you whont miss us 1f wine whold bee
home for 2 or 3 months and as whe are the talx and fuvorit of the
state one tining i do think that is 1f tais w.r last one yeur lonﬁer
thare will bee a gzrait chanée they must take shat places bpacx that
whe have ganed ore else loose what they now hold old U 3 grant is
Just cutting turough is what through their ranks and the first taey
now ne will hem them into ricnaond as bad as thay was at vickbuig
the old l1l4th sturted with a happy hurt with the excebtion of one and
that wus our cuson willium herrin whe went to see naim yesterday
and phis imorning wie Zot the news that he was déd znd they bought
"him a metalic coffin and bringing him home will bee a sad ‘thing
for aunt and uncle to see him a corps but 1 hope to Jod as whe are
.putting all our trust in him that 5; wili'apare”cé;“liveé'anu come

home to cherish you und wother in your old day. Uacle James 1s




lei't thae cowpuny and gon to divison nesud gquurters to drive
he was witih willy until he was packed 1ln his coflin wad on
steam boat wne hauve no new of any gralt importince to tell

that whe heur a good meny rumers about wmoving some say that

are ;oln., to texas und othars say whe willl 0o to tne

far far ws wne don't care a gralt deal wnere wie are

3¢

Lewm
vord tne
you onley

wie

pattonruch «

Jeailner

'onley keeps pleasant dear further you cun tell sister roscun tnut

there 1s a good muny pretty whlte glrls hear and as far sparxing

tnut is plald out down south whe have to much drilling and otnur

duty to keep us inte.ed end as for dlger wenches that we spokse aobout

WE HUsT [Luillli

The rest of tnis'letter is' missing
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Vicksburg Mip January 8th 1864
Dearest farther and mother i must sit and risht a few olnes first
aford me a gralt deal of pleasure'to right to you and to hear from
you whe all fecl happy this eavening having just finished our cukes
and all the otaer things the turkin and chickin was all moldy but
the rest was verry good ouv the doves thay was all brouk to peuces
frank got one or the Winss and one thing 1 mﬁst till you'and mother
that 1s me and frank and barney harkins as inlisted all the company
inlisted and we did not w=ant to be the only bluckx sheep in the flock
S0 1 hope you und mother won't take it to hart for we thougnt it
was as well td see tnls tinlng all over for if it shold last any longer
then our old time we wold be entitled to - . -
the draft in_sixty_duys_so whe ad better stay wile wue ere in it 4nd
uncle James is inlisted to but dan Me mdnegal-will nét inlist he
has soume reason tor it wich i don't know wund one viling wore 1s that
wne stand a chunce of setiling mounted wgain ani if whe 40 1t will bee

much easyer for us L now thut our calenel is Lrying nls pest and

' Mc Person(?) to whe may be home soon tie 12 left hear pon the thurd

wee escorted them to the steum vout zunu _uve them thres hurvy good
cneers and a pieasant.voige-up the old mississippi wich we fougzht so
ard to galn and huave it a free running streem wlch is now aund will
bee al song us our old flaug wWwaves over the land of the free snd tne

home of che bruve, barnard harkins wishes if you see¢ any of his

folks thdt Jou wold tell them his is well 2ll but a bad cold and ne

wold ricve but Is walting for a letter he wribe one and «s not got any

. answer yet 1 will give you h under stand that John is swore in and

draws his 502 dollars but fraask and barnard is not served to yeurs
yet but if thay get the same bounty as the rest thay well o and if

they are not obliged to Z0 but Wlll come home with the rest of us,

S0 now 1 must close in sending my best respects to dll ay ingulring -

friend and my love tg YOU and mother hrothare FEOM veitr oY mm et e
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Vicksburg Jany 19th 1864

Dear Father and Mother

. JYour very welcome letter came to hand yesteruay and we are truly.
Ihappy to hear that you are all well and glad to inform you that we
are all by éod Almightys Kind Providence enjoying the best of health

although the weather here in what is called the sunny south, has

been unusually severe; on New Years it was cold enough to freeze

anybody or anything, but we have had not snow - only some better
heavy raln storms wnich ure always fq;lowed by a frost and two or
three find days and then another spell of heavy rain.

John wrote to you ufter the box came ana told you all that was
wortﬁ feluclné, so that I have liitle or notning to tell you, only
that the regiment or-ut least-those in it who reenlist expectS'po
leave for_wéscgnsin insive of two weeks und if we dod'i happen to be
gobbled on the river by Guerrillas or froze-beforé We can reuch home

we will personally tell you all avout it Dan Mc Monagle has not gone

in again neither has Jonn Stoduart there are Six more who will not
reenlist (belonzing to our company) but I don't tuink you snow any of
' them, Uncle James has jone in ._uln to be austered as Wag. oner on
condition tnut.ne 5208 a4 furlou it una the full veterun bounty, ne, 1is
not yet certaln whetner he caun get the $400 bounty if we cun not get
1T we are not to ve considered bound Uncle James eyes trouocle him yet
You asx for our address I will sive iﬁ vut I must add that you
are not to write to either of us after you get tals }or the reglment
wiil be on the wuy nome before an answer could posslbuly get here we
hay possibly sturt before this reacnes you I have nothing mote to
add but #ith Tespects to all and noping to see you all soon I remaln
Your aff Soﬁ

Francls [urray




Vicksburs siiss

Feby lltua 1664
Dear Fatier and Motner

Your letter of 27th ultimo cume to hand two duys a.o and I

now embrace the first opportunity to seritble =« few llaes in reply,
We are very glad to hear thut you zmre all well and thui aone of Jou
40t froze througzn that terrible cold spell aut lLiew Yfears, it was cold
enough here atv that time to freeze a fellow one of our coumpany nad
two flngers blttusn bad eunough to péel tne sxin on New Y:ars day, it
has moderated grfuwtly o much tnat we don't need fire in the tunt
during the duwy w2 huve hed No 00w wnod L hardly tanlugk We nced regret
it for it would rot ve very pleusant to stund every taird day and
night on Quurd on the breusiworss as we huve Lo ao just now. tnere 1is
some hard work now _,oing on up tae I;zoo river the wnlte troops are
all out from tals gurrison except two Tregiments ou patrol guurd in
the city, and one Illinols reglument and the loth Jisconsin with us
guardlng the breustwork, taece has also a larpge force under senecul
Sherman gone to tie Interior of thne stute they ure sauid to be 35000
Strong, they nuve done some pred®ty nard skirmisulng und have drivea
the rebels tweaty or tnirty miles veyond Jacxkson and, is suld, will
march throush to woblle there are also large forcss wmere. i
sempnis wnd Coriuin to meet tnose from here at soqe oLt ln Gl
interior of the stute, so enousn of them-to imvest tile pluew) Lus
force tout went uy ihe Yuzoo fouud & hard nuc to cruck awma ba.y nad
to sengd for relnlorlcements. e would of Aud L0 Zo ouly we co.ald
not possibly be spured from the breastworks tuls 1s tue cuuse ol Qur
not being aome ave tuls and we don't know waea the eipedicled wiil
get back that we u-y be spared; I don't know us we negd Dé vely 3000y

for beilng Kept in nere, [ believe is is Just uboub ws ood Lot gur
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health as huard marchning and hard fightiné, and I rather guess we
have no very bad luck in missing the slelgning for it will pe full
as cpmfortable to g0 up the river in April or May; thank God we are
all well Uncle James' eyes are a little better I enclose Twenty
dollars which I hope you will receive safe John won't send any now
for he will get his vounty in a.few days and he will send the whole
plle or carry it almself if we 3o sooﬁ, I should huve sent Forty dollars
now but I loaned some and have not got it back yet, my time is not

up yet to reinlist so I will not gét'myhbig pile for sometime hadn't
you better buy the Sewell pluce if it is yet for sale? get tne logs
ready for a raising when we et home. remember us to all the folks

and answer this for I don't taink we can get away befofe an answer

can get back Your loving son

Francis_Murray




March the 28th 1864
Gamp l?th in the field near goldsboro north Carlina

Dear father and mother I take my penn in hand to 1et yous Kriow

that we are well at presant hoping thse few'lines may find yous

all enjoying the sume blessing as this leaves us at presant. Dear
father I rebei?ed your kind and welcom letter of the 224 of

January which guve me much pleusure to hear f.om nome I am very
SOry to hear that so muny has to run away for fear of tne druft

but I Suppose it cant be helped if you ever have to leave home
never go north for tdere l1s plenty of work and good Wiéses where the
armey nas. tzkelnes such. as Charleston und ? ‘there is wen tnatg
has followed the armey that has mdde a Iortune but I suy never
‘leave name without your oblibed to now I guess I w1ll teil Jous
aoout the long march we btdft&d January the 29th with tﬂelve ddys
ratlions to subsist on, in traveling over five hundred miles in which

we destroyed several railroads, besides.burning the capltol of

rebelion Sprung from now lays in ashes beneth the hevens 1t was the
Igléeat fire I ever saw it lusted too days and one ni ht thicre was
over five bQQQLLQ Loxes of tobaco oeaLdes thousunds of dolars clothling
and all kinds of furnature if I ever live to get home_I Wiil tell
yous mora aboutLthingsrtnat:hasupast I did not tell jous wnen we

50T TO our Journeys end we g0t here the 25th of warch put e lauclin
1s going nowe in o few days and I an going to send u feow lictle

things wich him he Will leave them at mister roseters_so you cun

get them Iall_tne boys is well at presant Bernard hurkin sends his

best respects to all his friends

give my respects to all inquiring frienas

write Soon ne more from your effsionate sS0n

Frunéls Murray
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‘Camp Washburn
Milwaukee Wis
_April 20th/64

Mr. Hugh Mc Taggzart | ey
| . Dear father I take the §Lsasurg of writing those

few lines to ybus hoping théy wlll find yous all £njoying good Health

as this leaves us at present we got in to Milwaukee at half past

four Oclock We stopped in town all night and went up to Camp this

morniﬁg when we arrived thére was Such an Excltement that we forgot

and left the butter in the Curs 50 that we did not nave tae pleasure.

of ﬁating 1t tell mother to let Aunt #llen «now that we had tie

pleasure of Seving Mrs Swmith and Mrs Doyle ihen you write agailn

let us know now all the Girls got along atter we left You need not

answer -thls until I write again the Citizens of Milwaukee is -giving
a bali to the 17th to night Our best RQSpeété té éil tné girls_we“
leave for Sunny south tomorrow morning at 7 Oclock I have notning
of any lmportance to write thils time the boys all feels good I
will write as Soon as et down South HMust Conclude by hoping to
hear from yous as Soon as I write asaln John joins me in sending
his love and bes%t Respects to yous all ¢ive our love to all the
girls

No more from Your Dear 3Son

Francis Murray

(clear ornute writing)
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Athens Alibama May the 1llth 1864 S

My dear fétner and mother I take these fiew leasure .woments in
wrighting these.few lines to yous to let jJours know that we are in

good health fhanks be to ghd for nis klndness hoping those ﬁiew

lines may find yous enjoying the same to brothers ana sisters and

all inquiring friends we left cairo on the 2(th ot april and tuck

the steambozt for Clifton tennisee where we remained tnfee days on

the boats we stuyed a fiew days at this pluse and then left for a

long and dreury iuarch the secxond day avout 11 oclock we were ordered
on a force march wich Was aobout tinlrty miles to a place“Cal;ed Palasche
to keep It from faliing intoo the rebles hands unen we Zo0t Tnere-it

was after night we were all llke Crlpleb when we oot there we maae

our bed on dewey grass where we slept avout two hours when we herd

the word faull in trall in we S0t up as stiff as u poker we were marched
to the cars wiere we slept tae resc or the -nil . ht when I woxge up
nest worning I tound myself in Athens Alibama our regiment is all
on picket today but myself so I thought I would Wrignt a riew Llﬂés
wnile I haa time for if I waited ﬁo Jonn would cowme in to worougn
I wlght not 5&1 the chance again so I will in close by sending our
Tespects 1o all was friendship slrls espeshely elisebn wulker fell
ner | wantu nér to neve a nice little wife for ame waen I 50 nome if
she don't come to tnat conclusion herself so thats all st present
from you eliesionit son |

Francis HMurray

direct your letters to Athens Alibama or else where

| O o



Atnens Alabuama
May l4th 1864

Dear Father and Eotnur

Frank wrote to you from Cairo and inusmuch as we nave since
that seen soume rather exclting times I sit aown to tell ,ou that in
Spite of all ruuwors to the contrary notwithstanding we are neither
cut off oy the enemy nor cut to piedes, and we are all well and in
capltul spirits. We left Carlo early onm the 28th April 3ix boats
loaded with troops and supplies und four sunboats to escort us for
the rebel guerrilla bunds are all around on. both sides ol the river,
and came up to Clifton a small ruineuy town some distunce below
Pittsburg landing(on.the Tenﬁusee river) where we arrived iay lst

and sturted from there on our march Just befora sunaown on the gth

advancing 5 miles next day the 6th we made 17 miles ana on the ?th

18 miles, all this was over a hilly, rough rocky gravel road, and

be

the ways being asout as wWarm as with you in July, althou. s the nights

are dlsagreedbly cold - the travel was somewhat severe on the most of

the ovoys, anc some of them threw away thelr xnapsacks.

We sturced ﬁery early on the 8th intending to make a longz noon
nalt for we nua yet another day to reech pulaskKl, a town neur the
southern line of midule Tennessee on tae hazshville and Huntsville
R.R, but on the wuy our General had informacvion thatv a stron.; force
of rebels nud the previous day crossed the lennessee dnu surprised
and captured purt of our small fofce.at Florence some 40 miles above
Pilttsourg lahulnu and were theﬁ supposed to ve advancing on Pulusxi
So we had to put ri ht through and did some tall waulking wé out
walked tne horses that hauled the ambulances and got.into Pulauski
Just after dark having marched 33 miles; we spread our blankéts on
the ground for we huve no tents and lay-down tired emough, but our

rest was saort - for about 11 oclock we were roused in a great harry
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and hustled into Catile boxes on the Railroad and run south to this
| pléca,'tne Comnander nere having telegruphed for help as he apprehended
.1nstant atiack so we poor 17th were sent to stund the brunt of an
attack by greatly superior numbers; but luckily they did not come
near us - we don't care fo£ them not for the rest of our troop have
got in hére - still we ure prepared for uhem, we are under arms every
mornlng.at 3 O'clock and have a heavy plecket guard out in every
direction, I wish we could be sent to Join the muin army for I don't
like detacked service, besides being dangerous 1t is very hard work
running from one place to another on every little alarm and there
ia Sgldom any creult gained by it,
We left Céiro in to& big_é hurry éo ~et any pay and belng E
rather ﬁnsettlﬁd_nefe I fé£her thing that wé w;li have_to Walt a
. long while ere we cun get any. remember me to all the folks frank
aléd sendé his respects. Your loving sSon “
John Murray
Co C 17th Wisconsin

Via Calro
Tom Flanl pom e gablng well

!

7 Stoduurts respects

(300d penmunship - Palmer slant)
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Huntsvlille Alabama
May 22nd 1864

Deuar Father and Mother

This 1s Sabbath in the mﬁrning but there is no
appearance of ‘any chance %0 go to Caurch so I will try to scribble
a few lines to you Uncle James arrived here night before last and
gave us all the gossip and your letter of the 2nd- by mail had just
co.ne to hznd, he tells me that ruther_;s desaln prostrated by Sickness
I sincerely nope tnat there 1is notulng seriously wrondlwith him and
that we will have more chcering accounts of nim in your nest letter.,
We left Calro Ly steumboat April 28th and arrived at ¢lifton on the
lTennessee May ist and 1eft there Hay 5th aarcaing s%owly';qr we have
o T begf cattle and they éould-hbt bé driven fast nor far, but on
the 8th we heurd that' "reb" was on the rampage and making for the
same- town that we intended to reach the next evenlng - pPulasxi - near
the southern line of iiddle TenneSScé on the Huntsville Nasnville
Stevenson w.R. so we hud to hurry up und 4ot in thut night having
travelled 33 wmiles wnich is a 0ig duys work for a body of troops
over any road wmoch worg so ob tﬂut rod o0 nilly roeky srun puth, and
under the not suuns we have nere, we lay down on the groungs for we
nave 1o tents (Qur Colonel has no tent on this cumpalgn and the
officers ure suyuosed Lo Calry Tuell 0dn bag. age) tired enougit and
about 1l oclock were roused in u great nurry, we thought the rebels
were couing SQre, but e poor.thn alone were hurried vo tae curs
and hustled into some cattle trucks and carried to Athens in tais
State, some 13 miles from the atutg lihe-to assist a nigser regt
to repel an expected instunt attuck oy a iurae portion of the
notorious kKorcests Command undesr Gen., doduay, 1t Was 4 rather perilous

predicamcnt for us to be in, for the scounarels snow ne merey waea

—
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successful in such cases, we watched and waited there day and night
for theam untll the rest of our force got along (there were two brigades
of us being the advdnce corps) ana then we felt as though we didn't
care for them, altnoush they still douole our strength they did not
venture neusr us - just so always - they will not fight on anything
iike eqﬁal ferms 1f they can help theinselves. On Tuesday last two
regiments of us sturted between 4 -4 Podde and went 13 miles through

4 heavy tnunder storm sprawling, slipping stumbling and floundering
tarough the mud and mire and rain as fust as we could through the
pitchy darkness rendered worse still by'thelii4htning which wus very
vivid to rtpul an expected stronz rebel raid on the rdlerdd but

_we had-our truvel for our pdihs, thej dldn t come 50 wWe started back
to Athens and wnen We .0t tnere recelvud ordurb to be Teady to move
&%t a womeuts notice, but did-not start till next morﬁlng, we took

the road w_uin, and 00 1n nere pefore noon on Thursduay, and expected
TO stay at leust u day or owo vut hardly had our things off wﬁen WEe
L0t ﬁrders o be reudy to wmarch atv 3 oclock, we diun't llke that for
we felt like restlu, «nd were not S0.ry aiten ubout 4 oclueck e ilewrd
that the order w.: countermanded, so we are nere yet in a very pleasant
place but.don‘t £u0w waat wminute we way "fall in" =nd leuve, Johany
oroke down on tie roud on Inursday wna nes not 0% over_it'yet, we
are all well otnerwise wnd in dood spirits, we hear that sur Army
Copps 1is on nné wiay aere and is expected in todny or tosorrow und

we may possibly stuy ncre till tne corps 1ls reorgunized, for we are
all out of shape by reason of so many reglments being furlougned,

we have a new Corps Comuunder tou, Major General Blair - our favorite
General iMc Pherson beling promoted to the cowaznd of a-depurtment - we

don't have our pet bivision general iic Arthur elther, nis is still
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at_Vicxsburg-it is saild that we are going to Chattanooga 110 miles
over an‘éwful rough'wild region which wiil tfy us souwe,

- I hope we will pe sent to Joln the maié army 1t will be fa:
betcer for us than detached service running frou one little pl@ce
to another on every little alarm wuich besides being dangerous duty
is very nard vork and little or no credit can be gained oy it
remember us both to all tune folks Joan Stoduurd and Dan ic Monagle
desire to send tasir respects to you all I cun't even juess where
we muy be wﬁen tnis reacnes you but aacdress just aS-QELON and any
letters wlil pe sure to follow us

- _ Your .iflectionate son
Fruncis Mufrayi L oM o= = -
Co. C. 17th Wisconsin
17th Army Corps
Via Cairo
Barney Harxins cume along with JUncle James, John Carmichael
1s also buck he did not re enlist, You talk of our overcoats, if
e had brought them we would have had to throw them away, many of
the boys tarew away taeilr snapsacks and all thelr contents  we
have nuad some hura worg to do and will thBIMOfe soon

Fox'iu
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Wednsduy June the 9th 1864
Dear futher and woter I.take lny penn in hand to let yous gknow [
am in good health hoping that those few lin?é may find yous enjoying
the saw I rebeiéed your kind and welcom letter June tne 5 I was
SOry to here that you was unable to do anything since we left._ Dear

parents we huve hud a hard tiwe of it since we left nome nay the 24th

sc<ermish tuking 30 prisoners 28 from elkerick to sumerville we marcned
from sumerville 17 miles the next diy to warenton tnere is to many
plases to mzntion we have marched a lon: wise since vhe 1 of may
We‘come_about 35 wiles we feel tiréd eﬂouah We are- ahout 6-milés
from Gencral Sherman advace I cant tell yous ﬁucn about our position_
yev 1if I llve uad god spares uge iy life I will have ‘strance news
to tell yous the day ve lefl huntsviile I was on pickit and I did
not see John but bLernurd harzins was Up To the hospltal una he Was
seting beter tue doctor wanted aoia to aurse vut he told barney that
@3 seoR as he got stout he woald come back +o the Fegi‘.man‘l = ancle.
James is Aene to tue auwvulence Corps adaniel Me wona_le vernard
nargins ane all the boys respects to ull inquiring friends

W@ are goln, to murch to JHe lrant tomorousn I exuect su fure
well father and mother sisters unu brothers I bid You a due no more
from your etrectionste son

Fruncls durray
they 2ll told him nug me do you xnow winat taut meuns
Direct your letier to

Curterbille georga

| 1D
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June ‘the 26tn 1864
Dear S;stef‘l set my self down to let you «now that I am well at
presunﬁ hoping that those few lines hay find you enjoying the same
blsing after,g long and weariesome march we:have come to a halt we
are now in frunt of the enimey it is almost imposible to climb the
hill ihat is in frunt of us now you think that the hill out vy McCarty
mill is nigh ovut that is nothing to the one that we huve to cliamb
it 1s as hard a pluce as I ever I saw‘in all_by llfe our army Corps
1s onthe left we are trying tolflank the revles if we cun we are
waling every mlnute for the word-charge seventeenth Daniel plc Monugle
was over to the fourteenth army Corps to see his cousin Charles
Galagher ana ke Qays that 1n'sqme'plape§ t@e brggpworks is within -
thifty yards of eacn-other there h;s not b;en a day paét Lhis last
week but there hus been dead and wounded carryed from the battle field
there huas been Jome men came in and save them selves up as prisoners
of war and they reported,tnaﬁ there wus @ reble brigade reay to give
them selves up 1l our men would not fire on them I guess tne rebles -
come-a trick on the Yankeys for once by thelr false régort Tor one
nizht lasc.week ey forined sev eral lines one behind tne other
redy to make a brake it rained until about nine oclock taen cleured
up it wus clear the rest of tne nizht so between ten ;ni eleven
oclocK taey marched out vy the rlunk at a ri;ht shoulders suift arms
as cool as 1f there wus notaing soing to happen until they got witnin
about fifteen yards then cume iato line in duble quick time fired
a voley into our men and then chared with the emty umusset and
bayoneted every man they met they drove our first line of pattle the
seckoqed line cnecked tvhem the third line cume up to s8sist theuw tpen
suckceded in ariving the rebles into thelr works with teriule
slaugnter on both sides wome of Lné oficers went throush tne oattle

pround the nesgt dav thev saild that there wae abhnut three +thaneand
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w;th nothing but a strait bayonet hole through their oodies it

must have been a horible slght all the ooys is well now tnomas
flanigan and patrick wmullaby stund it well uncle James is well

but his eyes is very weak yet brother John is with us once inore he
Joynes in senulng -his love to all his vrothers and sisters friends
at nome thunk god thut there is not an aruy tramping wnat litcle
crops you huve bencath their feet likg we aure down here 3o Zuess

I will come to a close I cant tnink of any more at presunt you must
excuse uy led pencll so no more at presunt f.om yoﬁr eflectionute

brother Franecis Murray

I nzve not Had only one letter in over a month I wWwrote a letter

to Miss wWalker over 4 manth ago_and sot no answer, I wish she would-

let me know whether she got it
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July the 24th 1864

Dear Sister i take my penn 1n_haﬁd to lnform you that I am still

allve end 1in jood healtn hoping that those ﬁew lines muy find you

enjoying the same blessing I recelved your kind and welcom letter

of July T7th wﬁich gave me ;reut vleusure to hear from hime vut i

could not read one hulf of it I would llke to know what you ment

by Litvle wife I could not make it out oﬁt tnat dont wake eny

difference try it .again you may do better go to school as much as

you can study hurd and learn to read and write well I have marched

a long distance since I wrote to you last and a nard figat to boot

on the tweuty seckond of July the rebles mude a charge on us with

a terible yell wnlch was kept up for.an aour and a helf the _rebles .

was repulsed ﬁith é hévy 1555 our loss hevy also tﬁe rebleé cnarged

Several times during the day but when nizht came we held the

( same ? we was on the right of our corps as iuck Wwas on our
side they did not charge in frunt of us as the woods was tinick in
front of us we flred turee or four voleys at them so they tnought
they nadnt better cowe up wanere the seventeunth was the dead 1s
not berieu yet it is a horable sigut to see all tne uezd that 1is
lying upon tne Ileld never to rise asgain 1 guess I will stop talking

about

The rest of tnis letter is missing i
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Camp of the 17th _ Aug 10 1864
in line of battle near ailunta georgla

Dear Sister I take my pénn in hand to let you 4now that we are

well hoplﬁg thaf those few lines may find y&us all enjoying the

Jame blessing all thow we have hurd tiaes we are very lucky if I
should tell aovout :he Aurdsnips we have to Lindure yous wWould not
beleive me [ am very Sorry to heur of futher belng sick so long

but I hope he will soon be up again tel} Cate dougherty tnat I have
not received an answer for tne last letter I Wwrote and also one to
mary Dduéhérty I would like very much to hear from taem tell ﬁhem
that pat wmullaby is well and sends bis love to all the girls Who
éver reported bernerd huarkins shet must hqve'litcle to do I guess -
_it'ca@e frowm some of. the straglors in the ;Ear 1f yous believe eny

: thingJyous heur or naif wat jbus see it wiil maké yous crasy all
the boys 1s well bear sister I nuve not wuch to Say—-1-gave you the
peticulars in .nothers letter so no uwore ut presant Johney joynes
in Seniing his love to you wznd all the rest of the family no more
from your eflexionui. Brother. | .

Frarels purray

% ._._:.-1.1-,?:.._.'__..__.,7. i
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Aug. the 1864
in the fleld neur Atlunta georgia

Dear fathér and Mother I tuke my penn in hand to inform Jous tnat
Wwe are still alive and lnjoying godd healthtat presant thunks be
Yo god for his xind mercy to all noping those few lines may find
Jous enjoyinyg the same blessing
~Dear parents you say that yous did not get eny letters from me in
a long time but it is not so I have write oné to father and three
to rosann in futhers hame which I did not get eny answers for yet
go I thought I would write yous a few lines ﬁo let yous know I did -
not forget the beloved 6nes at home yet I was very sory when T
héard that yous did not get my igcters but I_suppdée it cant be helped
buﬁ—I hope tﬁat yous will get them yet jge_nave marched a good deal
from one place to another since I wrote you l;st and a great meny
boys huve fell to rise no more but we have been verylluchy so far
and I hope and trust in god we will reu.urn home safe once more our
retiment hus lost about seventy or eighty killed und wounded since
Wwe arrived in linu of pbuttle our couwpany had only one oadly wounded
John davis ovuly recelived u siite vrooze Irom w plece ol snell he did
not leuve tae fieid Jucle James 1is in the hospital at Toue georgla
he says his eyes i1s no better I sent nim his lebier e suid he
would not write nowe until ae 400 & letter from me Joun is golug
to write this after noon ne will 4lve yous the detalls of tne fignts
50 I must vid you good vy from your effxionate Son

| Francls

Murray
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Camp of the 17th neur dtldﬂtd georgla
Saturday sept 10tn 1664

Dear Mother I received your kiﬂu and welcom letter of tne nineteenth
of Aug which made me happy to hear from homé it belng the first
lestter I got in three monthé I suppose I would have got thein sooner
had 1t not ben for Shermans great flank expedition waich cwused the
clty of atlanta to tall we was close up to Lne rebel works when we
got orders to pack knapsacks and fifteen days rutions to ve drawn

I did not kunow wﬂat thut ment put wen atlanta fell I found out what
it ment we drove the rebles several miles and we are now flling back

close to che clty I expect the army will be péyed off now prety soon

we are waitinb putiently for lt I think there will be furloughs

' granted if there is I will t;y and get one but I am afraid we will

stay kong here., I guess the rebles will make & break for moblel

now and I think it i1s likely we will have to fbllaw them but if they
Inuke & stund ot macon we will have a little rest tell aunt rosey

that I have not Seen uncle James since June I have received a letter
from him today und he says that his eyes are growing worse all the
tiwe I am velry sory to here tnut falder has suci poof heal tn but

1 Sinceriy aope ciat he will Soon be avie Lo be round again I hope
this cruel was will soon ve over so I cen be at nome once more S0

I could help yous o do tile work out I am afraid it will be a long
time yet for the war hud just as mucn 3i.ns of being. over tb yeurs ago J
uS 1t nas tnis prescnt day I pguess I will stop gassing and talk about
Serious maters osince our regiment left Milwaukee they have iost no
less than one hundred and fifty our co.pany has lost too killed and
elght wounded all the rest of the boys is well Bernard Harkins Sends
hls ‘best respects to all inquiring friénds fou sald you wrote me

a letter stating how the draft was -to come off but I_néver got it
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whep_yau writa'ugaln let we Xnow now the crops turned I hope when
I hear from home ajuin tnat yous will be well I guess will come

to close by Sending my love to fatner and mother to brothers and
Sisters and all-inquiring friends so good night I must {lx my
things up for I am on pickit to nisnt

- | from your effexionate son

Franclis durray

78.
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, In Camp near Atlanta Ga
~— Sept 15th 1864

My dear Mother >

I have received your very welcéme letter of 2nd inst
and am very happy.to hear that you are all well especially that fatner
is able to take care of the crops_ ? expect that if he hud been
prostrated by nhis sickness you might have experienced some -trouble
and difficulty in saving them since help is so very scarce and dear,
we both feel very gruteful for the iewspapers you so kindly sent
usland hope that you will continue tae favor every week wilile we
are here at leust, and thut-will be a good while, I think that the.
boys up North neédn‘t feel badly sCared:abguq eglist;ng or veing
drﬁfted,'for I think that the war is fust wearing to a closé, you
should read and ponder on General yrants oplnions and remurks on the
condition of affair iun the Confederzcy, I believe he expresses the
naked truth regardinzs the momentous subject, and that they caaaot
maintain themselves umuch longer, the more so seeing the tremendous
triumph we nave acheived in cupturin: tnis now to be world faned
city ol itlanta after ail our really arduous strug le for lve 1t
would appeur thut there s an iwpression that the Presidentlsl wlection
is to declde waetner taere is to be .ur or Peace, I think thut is
a mistake to a great extent = the repels themselves through their J
% in the rebel Capital sald thut the loss to them of Atlunta I
would have a more cruéhlng effect thun the election of a Republican

'or Abolition President und the loss of Atlanta is ‘not all that

they have now to mourn, they have lost what they fondly and perhaps
foollishly considered the impregnable__g;_ of the position at iopile
those were Forts Morgén Powell and Gaines with sowe of their best

war vessels whichn are now in our hands. not to speak of other places

L
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which are certainly of vast ilmportance to either Union or Rebel,

General Grant is slowl& but surely and alas at an awful sacrifice

of blood and treasure drawing and tightening his coils around the

terribly fumous city of Richmond and I firmly believe that it is a

dooméd!place doomed<to fall into the hunds of the Unionists and

that - ere many weeks pass round, and when thut is accomplished I

think that we may truly say #e have pagsed "the beginning of the end"
Frank got o letter from Roseann about é week ago and answered '

it don't flutter'yourselveé with the thought that we will get any

furloughs, only tae wounded and some very sick have opeen allowed

the privlle € and "I am happy and-thankful fo say that we are in neither

bad fix on the contrary we are qulte well and haVe rec ived ne'er -

~a seratch as for pay there is no sign of it, but we daily look for

‘orders  to our officers to make out our pay rolls, and then the green

backs will fly around some After our long spell of poverty, there
have been times when a few dollars would have been beneficlal, we
could even have made money out of them, but we have got along well .
enough and I reckon we cun make through,

Uncle James wvallagher is still in hospital at RHome we nad a
letter from anim the otuer day his eyes are no better I uam afraid
he will do no zoou in the army, hne ought to be uischarzed but the
milltary autnorities will allow no discharges now adays

Danliel Mc‘Monaéle_has a very severe attack of fever and again
he 1s in hospitul where he can be better cared for thun with us

Well Atlanta has fallen into our hands as You heve doubtless
already read from the pen of able writers. I will only say
regarding it that we have just closed a terrible campalign the scenes

of waich are too deeply graven on our hearts to be easily forgotten
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and which I for one have no wish to undergo in all my life again
be it long or short I believe I already told you somewhat in detail
of the long severe march of some 400 miles from the Tennessee:

river to join the main army of the Union at Acworth in this State,

at least Frank did for I was left back on the way sick, they Jjoined
June 8th ﬁn the 10th advanced to the front and drove back the rebel
skirmishers to their stronghold on Kennesaw Mountain before wnich
Place I rejoined the regiment we have Been in the front all the
time and géneraliy our position nas been closer to the enemy taan-
almost any otner part of the line once only were we in the reur of
our division and signularly woough and. let me add very fortunuteiy
" for us they cha:ged_on_aqd q?ove_phe rebels into their wgrks BaE -
ot a terrible thrashing themselves in doing so we have oa three
SPecial occasions been seemingly devoted for sacrifice, one day
(22nd July) we neld a positlon on an angle in the. line of battle
the holuing of wulch by us involved the szfety of the whole army
our good division genceral sald that no oraer he ever 1lssued cuused
nim such sor.ow us thnat one directling us to nold that position at
any cost for ne fully epected tnat we would all be sacrificed out
throughout every reglment on three sides of us was fighting desperutely
the day before thut we took the place of souae ochef troops to

lead the cuurge on the rebel breastworks had we done so we would :

doubtless have suffered severely for the place was an ugly one for —
such wofk but the rebels left thut portion of tneir works to us for

their own purposes in fact they thought that by dolng so they would

dfaw us into an ambuscade near the town but they did not succeed.

" the next specially umurked instance of sometning like Providence

caring for us wus some 20 wiles south of Atlanta where we had gone

to destroy tielr R.R. comamunications and which we accomplished.while
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they were congratulating themselves and each other in Atlanta over
the happy but foolish thought thut we had retreated North because
they had cut off our supplys, the time I meant to refer to wus

when after a'ma;qh of a night and nearly a day we reached by a round
about course a point on the Montgomery and West Polnt R.R. and
effectially destroyed it for several mlles we started across the country
to do the same thning by the Macon R.R. and cygme Hpon_the rebels
strongly posted near a little town called Jonesboro we had travelled
all night and hurried along during the da& out only got_into position
as 1t was getting right dark had we reached there three hours sooner
1t was the intention to make us lead The charge for they were then
on the- retrest from the.gate City as‘tney‘étqu-Atlanta and although
we would hﬁve been terribly cut uﬁ we might have destfoyed thelr
whole ariy but the growing durkneww prevented us doing anytning and
enabled tneaw to get away to a safer pluce, I might go on relating
incidents occurring every day enough to fill a bolum but I huve not
space sulffice to say that we were ordered buqk to Atlanta and I
SUppose tne only ressuag Jor Jdelnyg s .8 because neitner fun aer
beast were fit to pursue them we could not .move two miles without
leaving dead und dying horses from tne artillery and mules from the
supply wag,on and the men were so worn out thut they experlenced
great difficulty in marchirg, we got very little rest our moves being J
all made in the nlght and. every tlme we took a pew positlon we had

to fortify and thuat 3ave us a grest deal of day and nlght and night
ana aa& work, when we marched we carried 1in a addition to our usual
ourfit a spade or pick or axe znd the first taing on haltlng was up
with a breastwork and if we moved ever—so short a distance in advance

we hud. to go to work guin you can hardly lmuagine how harrassing.this
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was ro:-we had to repeat it so aften that it became downriht labor

and I assure you that aside from political or exultant feelings we
were glad enoughuto:.lhear:thelorder for our return to Atlanta for we
were really tired and sick of such work. We got into Camp here on

the 10th inst exactly three months from the time we first met

5
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"Johnny Reb" on this Campaign with & loss to our Coupuny of two killed

Cornelius Cronan from Haple urove and Alfred Sheffileld from

Mississippi both by shells fired from our own Cannon in our rear and

bursting too soon Michael Leahy (known in _? Ias Lincoln) from Osceola

a leg badly broken by a spent shell Roger Kennddy from Fond du Lac
hit across tne back by 2 musketball and skimming the shoulder not

af the arm James Brg llsh from near Bedver Dam a ball tnrou h the
flesh of the arm neither badly hurt, John Coin was severly hurt a
ball througnh his hand which destroys ane finger others were just
skin écratcnes Barney Haskins was not hit 1t is a shame to send nome

such cruel lies to alarm and grieve kilnd hesrts there

My love to all your loving son

Jonn Hurray

serlous but sore J. Woodson.from- Louis1anna a ball through the flesh-
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Sept the 16th 1864
Camp of the 17th in the field near atlunta georgia Dear brother

I tuke mf penn in hand to let you know tnat we are all well hoping
those few lines,may find you enjoylng the sqhe blessing dear brother
after a long long time I nave took the notion to write to you but
I hope you will excuse me for not dolng o Sooner 1t is enough to
make eny one for_ et to write for some times we have had to hug the
ground pretty tigiht to sSave ourselves from veing snot uedr brotoer
I éuppose you huve neurd before now dbout ihe fall of osister atlanta
as the reples calls it I will sSend yéu reble paper witn tils letter
S0 you cun qudg for yoﬁrself how thelr leaders liés to taelr men
I waéiin the Sister city Yesterday and it looks ragid and toren frow
Yankee boéms but 1t has:been:a nice piﬁbe‘thefe 1s three railroéds “
running in -from the South Side besi&es the Chatanoqga road there 1is
as nice a dlpo us tne Cinlcago norch west let Mr ic MQnaJie folks
£now the he is un well and all So bernard hnurkins 1is Slok all the
rest of the boys is well Francis got too lebtters from uncle James
he 5afs his eyes are growling worse all the time he can nardly see
poor felow I wi Lifuid he will lose view [ would llke To see hia
myself all uis letters covmes to tne regluent and I Send uiew to him
S0 I will bild you good wy

hoplin. to weet JSoon uUo wore Lrow your

effectionate

Brother
Johun HMurray
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Sept 26 1864
- ' Camp L'ftn

near atlanta Ga,.
JDear sister I tﬁme my'pen in hund to let you know that I am well
hoping those few lines may find you enjoylnb the same vlessing Dear
sister I have hedrd Chat yau got wy letters and wonder very much
Wiy you do not answer them it may oe that you have answered tnemland
have ot lost on the way but no aater it you have answer tals ana
lev mé Know and theﬁ I will be satisfied when you wrlte let me know
how uncle Daniel and fumily is Getting 2 lonz tell aunt rosy that 1
60T a letwver Irom uncle James avoub every too weeks I .0t a letter
from ulm yesterday and ne said tae Jocoors examined the sore eyed’
men and s@ld bhey was golng to Soule otuer hosplital ne Suys his eyes
‘is-geting worse I thlﬂ& if he- woﬁla trj he inight get. nome for good

if his eyes cuntlnuea the way they nave ben he wont have eny utter
a whlle you nzed not let aunt know of ais being so bad or she would
be freving d.nlel e sdonugle and Bernard Hafkin his very poor nealth
all the rest ol the boys is well Johney Joyns me in sending his love
to all in the kindest maner tell father thut.we expect 1o gzet payed
soon #nu 11l we 2t ull that 1s cowing to us we can send home about
4 hundred wnu fil'ty dls wuive iy best respects to all inquiring friends
Write ot'ten don't oe airaid I cun reud und write all my own letters
now no more Irom your eflexlionwte vrother IFrancis Hurray

excuse my poor scribling
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Oct the 13th 1864
Camp 17th

near rome. ga, Dear mother I tuke my penn in

hand to let you kunow that I am well hoping those rew Llines my tind
you all enjoyin; the same blessing Dear mo%her I received your kind
and welcom letter of the 29th Sept I hud to walt a lony time tor

1T the rebles ot in our rear and tore up about eighteeﬁ'miles of
the railroad so we had to pull up Stukes winu [folow them We ‘have ben
marehing day and night for the last tehn days the rebles attacted a
small Garrison ol .ours about taree thousand strong out our brave

lltule bund 1loged tiem nicely velnyg oaly one tnousand Live hundred

1t was sltuuted on a hill the fisht lasted about Iour hours taen

retreated leuvelny. their dead und wounded on tane fLBld hurk I hear the
word fdll in now 1ts helter skelter throw the wooas ail nignt _
Oct- 22th near galesville Alabama near I set myself down to finish

my letter Je have murcned three weeks all most day ana nlght but tuoe
rebles o fuster than we can they kept a head of us to we were within
fifteen miles oI Chatanooga tnen struck of South West through a place
called Snake gap between too .ountains they slasued it tull of timosr
1t took us «ll niat to zet through it so chat save the revles a

start of us we took some prisenors ana they say wveneral nood is

making for tennesc¢e but if he knows whats good for his health he wont
0 thatl way Uear wmother we have a huard tlme of it I think we wont
have much peace this winter runulng from one place to another we
nave to L0 waure ever the rebels goes and that is unsurtain they

80 where ever 1t 1s euslest to get through so it is hurd to tell vlere
they will. go yous think that the election will settle the war vut

I don't beleive 1t, it don't Look much Like it now but I will trust
in god that 1t won't lust much longer I Juess the 1turloughs is
played out Llor thils year I don't beleive we will et home until we

80 for good I did not hear rrom Unclie Jumes Since we left atlunta T
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saw Danlel Mc Monagle on my rout he is geting bever 1 ala notv see
bernard harkin I Scen Johney curn vut I heard out I hcurd he was
getinyg beter all tne rest ol boys is well rody kenedy is going
howe and he will tell yous the paticulars thomas flaniun is well
he thinks thut the folks has forgot him ne is well und stands it
well Johney Joins me in senainyg his love to all of yous there is
Lo meney munsion no more from your etfsionute Son

Francis Murray
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‘0ct the 22th 1864
- Camp 1l7th iis
near galesville alabuma
Dear father and wother 1 tuke my penn in hﬁpd to let yous know that
I am well at present hopin those rew lines ‘may fina yous all enjoyling
the same blessing .
-Dear mother I received your kind and wellcom letter which gavé me
‘much pleusure to acur from home ie had a long and roush road co
travie Ior the lust three weeks wfter the Johnies. tell mr curn
we will do all we cun for nim to Send us tickets to-vote on he can
send them in a lecter that is the only way we cun et toea here tell

Mary Douguerty taut Frunk wrote aer a letier pretiy neur tnree months

a0 ana also oue to Catherine and one to roseann which he got no- .

answer for. he says ne thinks ﬁhefe there is so many ne had ought -
to get a letter once and a whlle eny how 1r he never wrote one We
cant set uown at a tuble and write wihen we please or run down town
To by 4 cundle tc lite us to bsd we have to take our pluce ut the
root of 2 blyg tree or in the open tield nothing out the hevens to
cover our nead yous need not send us guny box tais wiater if we do
napen to ¢t Sevtled we can write for eay thing we want waen yous
Wrlte agualll let us know how meny buter heads uncle Dan has in
Friendsnlp now :;lve our oest respects to uncle dan aunt elen und
famlly and to all the rest oI our 1riends our love to racher und
wotner and all the ramily no .:0rfe Irow your ertxionute doﬁs

Jonn and frung murray

Good by =

1 want to know L1t you got the reble paper I sent you when you

write again let me know, ;=




Oct 22th 1864

. Camp 17th Wisconsin
Neap Galesvlille alabama - '
Dear Sister I take uy penn 1in h#nd to let you know that I am well
hoping those few lines may.find you and aii®the rest of the family
enjoying the same blessing lh wialch we all ought to be thankfull to

the almighty pod for his kind mercies To us all Lear Sister I received
your kiﬁd and welcom letter last nignt whicn $ave me much pleasure

to hear from nome I am very Sory to near thut father has Sutch poor
health since we left nome but I hope he wili Soon get better e

have some prety hard vimes our 3elvs but we nuve good health and

that is the main hing L am sldd yous huve ot the corn and wheat

dun  when you wrlte azgaln let me Know how the wheat turned out you

need not keep the hiéke}y'huts tor us cruck them your éelves and
have a good time over them tor L tonink it will be a ;ongftlme before
—We Ccan gét Dome there is a great deal ol tulk amonxt tne Soldiers -
about the elqctciQn Soile Tnlnks it old ube is elected tanere Wwill
be four years wore wer | guess I will come to_a close from your
ffxionate Lrovners |

Joun .aurray



'Monday dec the 7 1864
T _ Camp lT7the

near malrettia Georgla
Dear father and mover L take my penn in‘uand to let yous £now that
we are weil hoping tnose few lines may find:}ous enjoying the same
blessing I received your klnd and welcom lLetuver last nizht wnich
gave us much pleasure to near 1rom nome I am glad to hear that your
crop done so well 1 tnousnt the crops would not we any acount this
season on account of thae dry weather but i am glad yours d&ne S0
well You say there ls great excltement up thair about tke election
I don't talukx tucre is uny more than is down hewr one Soldier will
hurah for little sic and another will huran for lincoln und probly
have a knock down ovef 1t now i will tel} you about our long trémp
we have ben marcning fof_over a_mon%h and nave now rétufned to our
0ld fitin, ground we have marched over two nundred and Sixty miles
Wwe are. in canp now znd expect to get paid tomorow or.tne day after
we will send 1t aome 1I we can get a puss to go down town I cun't
tell yet now much we wlll get we are going to 3Stay hear long enough
to get payed of und tnen we go aguin I dont xnow where I heard that
Vaniel ie wunugle and Bernard harkins huas gone unowe on furlougn
Danlel Mc 1 hus @ counterpaign oelo,ing to me 1I ne fetcned it
home you cun get Lt Irom nlm  when they zre coaeln. back to the
reglment yous C.l ovLd oUCKS «Nu LOOLUS Wiin tuum LI toey cant take
tnem yous need not mind Sending them other wise I have not nad a
letter from uncle James in over a month but I nave heurd frow aim
he cant Sce out of one of nis evyes the otner is geting oceter I got
a letver frome roseann last night to I guess I will make one letter
do for both tnls time tell rosann thut I was glad -to get a letter
from her it was a good letter She is luproving well She must go to
school more and leurn well try and sSend the boys_to school aslmuch

as yous cun for I find the want of 1t now Dear sSister you 3Say that

90 -
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mary douherty .ot my letter wng did nof to.iad worty ner wilie to
answer 1t 1f vne wont thnink worin ger Julle to dnswer iy leccers
ane can let 1t a lone you cun tell aer thut I aw tasngfull to her

for not writeirg I wrote one to late und one to roseann walch I

300 no answer for I guaess I will to closg I nava not.ala more %o
say all tae boys 1ls well Johney Joyus we in sendin, als love %o
all brocudrs auu sisters tell nudy taowt I oam lad L;o. NE.r Bt
he 1s able to pick potatoes your efexionate Son

Francls umurray

mother you can set tuls ring wended anu ware it Lfor I guess It is

to lurg 1or roseann
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. Camp 17th in the
field neur (no nzue)

Jan the 18th 1865

Dear father and mother I take uy penn in hand ﬁo let yous know (

that we are well at presunt hopins those few lines uway flnd‘yous

enjoying the same blessing Deaf father I received your kind and

welcomw letter of the jth'of Jan last night wuidh gave us uuch

pleusur to near frou nome und am very giad To he.r that you ure

getlnyg beter we ler't vemafort on the 13th about four oclock in the

evening we muarcaed Lo a river waich we.érQSed wbout too oclock in

the uwurning ana then we luy in line untill duylint then we advunced

and osgermlsned all duy but they did not make ény ot.nd they had

forts oullt acros thne road but as soon as we woula coine Qp they would

leuve there wes ouly ajSMall'fo:sé_gf—tneﬁ we are cumped nea;'th
railroad called s we want stay hear long. ‘I exepect we
will stay hear long enou:h to draw clotaing and supplics and then
off we go a.ain, gilve my best réspects to all inquiring friends (,
there 1s to wmany to wention no wore from

your effemionute JSon

Frunecis murzsay

write Zooun




Jan the 27th 1865

Gamb:lT in tne fleld near pocotaligo bdutn carollna'

My friend huuh 1 tuke wmy penn in hund
arrived at the regiument all rigzht and
find you are'snhoying the zood health
home on furlow now oecause it cost ue
thirty ei_ ht dollurs the boys 'is all
eéxpect to 0 on another Campalgn in a
till we got to new york one of the reg
g045sles and love
almost frose for wunt of mwy over cout
dnotner-grebty Cnu¢p and "3ent it nome
and I feel pretty Jood uapuain rea is
he dont get a lecter he_hasnt-got eny
he wanted to kunow of me wether 1t wuas
and I coulu uot tell aim let e KNOW
dan or barney got out of the draft or

curn is well sive uiy best respectis to

to let you know that I have
hopiné those few lines may

I am very Sory that I went

to much . wy pasage cost me
well and looks firstrate we
few duys L got-along firstrute

sulurs stole my over coat and

waich left wy 4napscck prety emty and I Wus

the rest of the way I bougnt

by éérgt'runy my_eyes is well
wéll he wondéfs'yefy much that
letters Since he-left atlanta
a ooy or a glri his woman had
in your nest letter whetner
not dun and barney and Johney

all inquiring fricnds

especuuly Jumes Loralns no wore it YLUCSELD Quyplu to see sou all

agalin Soon no more from your friend Jaames _al_ner I wus telling

Frank and Jouney auout tneir new cousin

to him uhld wil Lo jairia , friends

Wwrite

tney oend their pes respacts

s500n




Goldsboro Ne. C. March 31 1865

My Dear Sister ‘

I can hardly tell you how glaé I was to recelve
your very precious esplstle after belng so long shut off as it
were from the world for we have had a long; tramp (about Five hundred
miles) since I last wrote to you taroush a country where tnere are
more swamps and rivers than dry land, -out we have been singularly
fortunate through it all God hus been good to us for the rebels
thouahp tiiut we would never be able to et throuch such an awful
wet couutry; and us they wWere aware by tueir sad experience of our
manner of living on the raid tihrouzh Georglg that we would carry
only a small pofﬁioﬁ of supplus they smid e would surely starve
for ﬁe would not find'subsistance in the country but we got througn
and we found the means of livingltoo, taney tried hard to check us
at several places and taere was.a good deal of severe fishting on
4 smull scule we were several times in rather ugly looxing fixes
but never in all tne trip had to fisat In over el nt weeks we nad
15 duys 1o blons aud Livew ou wae countsy tao rost;  we oiten Iared
sumptuousl; on turkeys cidlickens ey s hais Lucon fresh pork fresh beef
sweet pulutocs tosiey and eolasses und we were sowetimes uungry but
never sulieruy yuo will J.'.ing in the nowsp.pers wore tiun I aw able
to tell you of wne nurd fought batules wiilch close this remurkable
trip. the rebels muue all'sdrts of bousts an treuts of what they
would do tQ us wuaen whey got us where they wanted us well we met
what is saild to. have been the flower of their ariny on tnelr own
chosen ground and whipped them so badly tnat they ran away without
burying their dead or taking care of their wounded. I cannot give

you any details but they lost thousands of men-=-==fi:nting is a
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to have a hot time in the mornins but wnen the day broke There were

(March 31 1865) 2

terrible business Roseann and I assure you it 1s a very solemn
thing to stand in llne of battle una Lisien to the battle raging

on each side not knowing the moment that we may be called on to
mingle inlthe‘strlfes such was our situatioﬁ In thls last baﬁtle
the division;lon each siae of us were fizhting hard and we had only
to stand and listen and watci for tae cowminyg of the expected foe
but they did not try an attack on our part of the line wWe could not
attack them for there was a blg swamp iﬁ our front which formed a
serious barrier on both sides in tne evenily our coilpany wis taxgen
out of its turn und sent on the skirmisa llne waere we pussed a
miserable wet cold nijunt less than a huandred yﬁ;ds from tne reoel
WOorks,. ;wg_muue livtle bresstworks throu;h the night for we expected

no rebels there; the made seven charses on our line and were repulsed

with great loss each time they made tn: last attempy about 2 a...

and fired their last shots a2t us skirmishers between 4und 5 and then

cleared, the scene of the fight is called smithfield there is a

creek called Couneys or Conners run so I cant tell you what name the
newspupers will ive 1t, 1t is just a good lon; awys m.reu If:iva this
place 50 you s:e dear sister thut the same kind Prividehce thut has

so 5raciou;ly preserved us throuzh out thls dreudful strife hzs not

yet forsuien us, let us then thnung und prulse hlm_for all nis goodness
to us. waen 4¢ ot 1n here lust Sunday we pressnted a very strange
appearanée, all were dirty and wno, could oe clean after passing

tarocugh an almost cloud. of thick black pine Smoke as we uid. a dirtier,
raggeder or wore motley dressed crowd you never saw, some were hatless

some shoeless, some breachless, and some without anytaing in tne
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shape of a coat, walle others were partially and still others full

. dressed in rebel uniform wnilst agaln some had on Niggers worklng

clothes and yet others were decked out in cgtizens clothing al all

shades of quality. genl Sherman nimself had to laugh at our grotesque

-appearance wille we passed nlm ln review on cowming into tuis town

and at the same ULlwe express nis confidence thal we were equal to
anything thut ever any army did or dared to do. we were told that
we would rest nere 30 days and are now velng refitted Just as fast
as supyliecs cun be ot here ana I suppose we will soon beg on the
war patil agaln for altuaough it 1s now curcently rumored here that
Richmond is taken there will still be"soue'big_flddtind to do &nd
we ﬁust expect to do'bur-share of it.- I thé run tulis éketh over a
wider spuce chun purposed to do and you will huve to pardon ay not-
replying it full to your several ubservations and remarks but - hoping
that I may tade a part at your next spelling school

I remain

Your eff Brother

U Ouill urruy

You wlll rvwecaber me to all our jood Ifrieuds and tell all the glrls
tnat I dope wo d.nce wlth and kiss tunem «ll ere tne yuur zoes

rouad



§ ' 4pril the 2nd 1865
C,mp 17th -in the field near Goldsporo north Carlina

Mlss rosann murray _
Dear Sister I take my penn in hand to let you kunow that we are still

alive and enjoying good health thanks be to god for nis kind mercles
to us all Deuar sSister I recelved your £ind znd welcowm letter which
gave ﬁe much pleasure bto hear from you put f am Jory to hear that
fétner is so long sick I hope that thne nest levter I gel will bring
beter news and you say that mouvner is sick to yous.must nuve a prety
dull lqoning_place of 1t now so many sick tell wother uot to be
freting avout us. thut we are all rignt and willl pe & coaeilng home
befor many yeurs all sule afd dbuud ‘you wunted .ue to .aension Jamps
Clark to-yeas in my-letter 1 saw him several timgs-&n tais warch he

is well aud looks fustrate 1 have wrote too letters home besides

this one onc to you and another to fuiher 1 got thne letter that

James hurkin wrole to e but you suy tonast he nad gon to lake
Superior and i did not «now where to write to so I did not answer
it yet sur Slster we have had a long aurch through Soutn and north
Carliha pelng over filve hundred illes on twelve duys rutlon jou
WUST knouw aow we robed the country we neve Left many family desitate
witaout tune next mouth full to eut or euny place to getb if Yous had
oughit to nuve willle at home walie lutier 1 Jick 411 tae poys is all
well at presunt uncie James is well and nas ben driveing team in the
Suppy truin since he joyned the regilment toomas flanigan is well
and stans it well he is my bed felow since he come to the regt

I guess 1 must come to a close by Sen.ing ay love to you and
all the rest of tuc house And to all inquiring friends there 1ls to
many'to mention excuse my scribling write Soon uno more from

.your effexionute brother

Francls murray




April the Bth 1865
Camp l7th in the [ield near Goldsboro N.Ce

Mr. William Murray

Dear brother i tuke my penn In hand to let }uu now thut we are
well at presant hoping those few lines may find yous enjoylng the
same blessing Dear brother I received your xind and wecom letter
of febuary the lcth it must have got astray some now or dnotner

1t Has oen a lon_ tline comelng hear foT I only got it yesterduy i
am sory to he.r tust futner was not uole to wrlte uv tne time you
write but I soue ne wont ve lon; so 1 hope thut doctor omead will
do Souwetaing for aiw 1 got a letter from rosann and. 3ne told me
that you wus hired out at doctor curns now. you oug@p tg'Stay-at
ﬂome_wnilé Futher is Sick tor James and rosann qént do all the
work you say you are somesoume since thoumus flanigan left he 1s
well and sends als best respects to you and he says he 1is as stout
as he was cthe Jduy thut he threw Jonney Stephens out of the window
Johney sends nis best respects to you and all the rest and all so
bernard Harklin s=mis his best rCSpCCtS-tD all, sive iy best respects
to you in the iilozdest mener-and to‘ail iaguiring friends no aqorve
from your effxivuute brotuer

Fruncls auarru)y

| A
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April the 23 d 1865
Camp 1l7th in the fleld
near raleigh N. C.
Dear mother 1 tuke my penn in hand to let you know that we
are well at presant hoplng that those few lines may find you
all enjoying the same blessing'Dear mother 1 recelved yoﬁr kind and
welcome letter of April the 12th in which i am very sory to hear
that father 1s so long sick yous.must have had a prety rough time
of it with sickness for.the last year 1 Suppose yous heard of the
Surrender of all tne corn fed army 1 expect we well pe free from
bondage ln less o 5ix wonths we have a long ways to marca yet
before we can get tfan5p6rtatlon oy éiéﬁer‘raii or water,
give my loﬁe fo al; my cousins uncles and aunts.like wise my
brothers and sisters and to all inquiring friends no more from your
affexonute oson

rrancis durray

9.




Thursday may the 25th 1865
Camp 17th in the rield near wasnington D.C.

Miss rosénn murray

Dear sister i tuke my penn in hund to let ygu know that we are
well at pres.nt thanks be to zod for hls £ind mercies to us ull
hoolng tnose few Lines may find yous inzoying the same olessing
Dear sister i recelved your «ind and welcom letter of aprii tie

2ond this day and L am very Sory to hear that father is getling no

beter you must nive a hard time of 1t on account of s0 much sickness

every letcer you write let us anow how f.ther is geting along 1

woubd like to neur from nim every wee< 1f 1 could oDear Sister we

were revieweu yesterday in the city of aQSQingﬁbn vy the president

and general grant and.general sSnermun und taere was an awful crowd -

of citisons to it was the greatest review that ever was in the

I 4
new world all tae boys is well glve my best respects to all
ingquiring [lrierus 1 tuink the folks in friendsinlp hauve forgoten us

ull togetner 1 uave wWritten letlers «nu nuve

(rest of tuls létiwr 1is missing)




