
October  1,1861

My Dear Parents

As I now take my pen in hand to write to you it gives me the greatest pleasure to think
tee.cagiv"€.thatWeareSosoontohaveRiponforbetteraccommodationsourregimentisfastfilling

up we leave here by the tenth we have just received six hundred blankets from the state
which will make us quite comfortable for the present.  The boys are all well and we are
progressing in our drill and in the sword exercises.  Co. a receives more praise than ever.
Yesterday I went down to the artists and got my picture taken and I now send it to you as
a token of that regard for my parents.  You must kiss Nelly for me and tell her that I
would like to do it myself if I was where I could.  I hope that you will unite as soon as it
is possible.  Give my respects to all and if it is convenient, please send me a little change
to pay postage with until I can get some from the government.

Yours truly,

U.C. Eddy

Envelope information:

Return address:  Carp Fremont, Ripon, WI
Addressed to:  Mer Clark Eddy, East Troy, WI
Postmarked:  from Ripon, Wis -Oct 2,1861



Camp Harvey

Nov 26,1861

From U.C. Eddy, Co 8.
1 St Reg Wis Cavalry

My Dear Parents

I ant glad to say that we have at last arrived in Kenosha.  We are well pleased with the
prospects.  We arrived here last Sunday moming about six o'clock.  We are quartered in
the Durkel House but expect to go into camp in a day or two.  We are rigging our tents
for winter quarters.  I thought I would let you know where I was so that you would know
where to direct your letters.  Please let me know when Aunt and Uncle are going back so
that I will know when to come home.  I expect we will get our uniforms this week.  Then
I think I shall come home.  I have not much time to write as you will see by the writing.
Please write as soon as you can and let me know.

Yours truly,

U.C. Eddy

Envelope information:

Return address:  iiothing
Addressed to:  Clark Eddy, East Troy, WI
Postmarked:  from Kenosha, WI, Nov 2_,



Carp Harvey
Jan 20,  1862
In Haste

Dear Parents

I received Uncle's letter today and was glad to hear from home.  I had no sooner read the
letter than I was called out to hear the Articles of War read after which the Capt told us
alltogotohistentforhewantedtogetadescriptivelistofeverymanbut1couldnottell
the County or town in which I was born.  Therefore, I have written to you to flnd out and
I wish you would let me know as soon as you receive this.  I am glad to hear that mother
is getting better.  We expect to leave here in about a week.  I am getting tough again.  We
have a regimental drill here every afternoon.  It is pretty hard traveling in this deep snow.
It is pretty good staying here now suppose it is their wish I was there to enjoy it.  Cannot
get out of camp at all now unless led by a seargent.  We are all anxious to leave the state,
I expect Charley Ferry and Joe Wolfenden dour here in a few days.  Would like to come
home again before we leave the state but cannot.  I must close for it is time for dress
parade.  Will write more next time.  Give my love to all and keep a share yourself.

U.C. Eddy

(FYI from typist:   Charley Ferry win be Urial's brother in low  ... he is Sarah Adell (Ferry) Eddy's half
brother.)



Feb 20,  1862

Dear Parents

1receivedyourkindletterandwasgladtohearfromyou.Wehavebeenhavingsome
verycoldweatherbutforallthatwehavehadsomeverygoodtimeshere.Wedrillevery
day.Inthefore-noonwehaveabattaliondrill,intheaftemoonwehaveacompanydril1
andswordexercise.Todayweraisedanewflagandraiseditonanewpole,alsoanew
regimentalbamer.WearegoingtohaveagrandMilitaryBallheretomorrownight.It
willbethebestthatwehaveyethadbyallodds.Therewillbeatleasttwohundred
couplesthere.OurGe.Me.P.C.Meamisflowermanager.TheBallisforthebenefltof
the band.  I do not know whether I shall go or not.  Our Col. has not yet returned from
Washingtonyetwherehehasbeensomefiveweeks.Iamafraidthatweshallhaveto
sendaCorporalsGuardafterhimyet.HeissuretogoontheBlackList.Theboysfrom
ourplaceareallwell.Iamgettingtauasabearandfeelasthough1couldeatoneraw.
Allseemstoagreewithmeverywell.OurRegtisfullandanxioustoleavethestate.
Therewassomeloudcheeringwentupfromcampwhenthenewsoftherecentvictory
went over the wires.  I hope that you are all well.  Please kiss Nelly for me.  I send my
love to all.

From your son,

U.C. Eddy
Co.A
ist wis Cavalry
Kenosha, Wis

Envelope information:

Retun address:  Camp Harvey, Kenosha, WI
Addressed to:  Clark Eddy, East Troy, WI
Postmarked:  uureadable



Mar 27,  1862

Dear Parents

1receivedyourkindletterashofttimeafterwearrivedinSt.Louisandwasindeedgladtohear
fromhome.IhadintendedtowritetoyoubeforeweleftKenoshaandshouldhavedonesoif
Davidhadnotjustbeenhomeandtoldallthat1couldwrite.WeleftKenoshaaboutlla.in.of
the17thandarrivedinChicagoabout4p.in.Wethenformedandmarchedthroughsomeofthe
principlestreetsofChicago.Wethenwental)oardtheC.A.&St.LouisRailRoad.Westarted
onourjoumeyaboutsixp.in.Wedidnotpassthroughanyplaceofmuchinterestuntilthenext
daywhenwepassedthroughSpringfield.WearrivedatAltonaboutsundownofthesameday.
WethenwentonboardtheSteamerCityofAlton.Wehadadressparadet)eforewewentonthe
boat.Wesawseveralrebelofficersthere.Theystoodjustattheleftofourcompanyduringdress
parade.AfterparadewasovertheywalkedbacktotheAltonHoteltofeastandfatonUncle
Sam.Therewasaboutfivehundredprisonersinthejail.Westarteddowntheriverabout9inthe
evening.Ilaiddownonthedeckandhavingbeenbrokenofmysleeptwonights,1sleptthe
wholeofthewayanddidnotwakeuntilthenextmomingwhen1waswakenedbytherain
cominginmyface.Wehadbeenatthedockaboutanhourthen.Iwasdetailedabouttwohours
latertogodowntoBentonBarrackstohelpQuartermasterMean.Irodedownonthehorsecar
andhadagoodwarmbreakfastinthebargain.Whichwasbetterthantheresthadbesidesthey
hadtowalkdownhereadistanceofsixmileswiththemudteninchesdeep.GeneralHallecksaw
ourregimentwhentheymarchedthroughthecityandhesaiditwasthebestregimentthathad
beenhere.Thesecondcavalryarrivedhereyesterday,itisafineregiment.Wedonotexpectto
stayheremorethantwoweeksattheoutside.Wereceivedourpayyesterday,orratherapartof
it.DavidFlowers,JohnMedberry,E.Heiseandmyselfaregoingtosendhomeallthemoney
thatwecansparebyexpress.ItwillbesentalltogethertoEagle.Wewinnotsendthisweek
becauseitwouldhavetobeontheroadoverSunday.Iwinsendallthat1canspare.Ishallhave
tohaveanewpairofbootsandseveralotherlittlearticlesthatthegovemmentdoesnotfumish.
ItwillbealltogetherinopenpackageandwilltesentMerFlowers.Pleasewritesoonandoften.

From your son,

Urial C. Eddy

(no envelope)



Sunday, April 13,1862

Dear Parents :

ThisbeingSndayandbeingsomuddythatwedonothavetodrillandthinkingperhaps
youmightnothavegotmylastletter1resolvedtowriteafewlinestoyou.Wehave
beenhavingsometrulymuddydrillinghereforthelasttwoweeks.Iwasonguardnight
beforelastanditrainedallthetime.Therehasbeensomeshootingatthegundsinthe
NorthemGuardDivisionduringthelastweek.While1amwritingthesefewlines,forty
horsesarepassingthewindowforthisregiment.AnotherCol.isexpectedtomorrow.
ThereisonlyrourthousandmeninCanpBentonnow.H.Kendellonol'Cu.8.was
OuriedlastThursdayandhewasmuchlamentedOyall.ThisisthefirstdeathintheCo.
Didyoureceivethatmoney1sentyoutoEaglebyexpressalsomytrunks.Ianwell
withtheexceptionofabadcold.Icamotwritemoreonaccountofdressparadeand
mulling.Acceptwiththismyloveandgivemyrespectstoall.

This from your son,

Urial C. Eddy
Co. 8.  1St. Wis.  Cav.
St. Louis, MO

Envelope infomation:

Return address:  nothing           Postmarked:  nothing
Addressed to:  Mr Clark Eddy, East Troy, WI
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Camp Smith
Sept 18, (year illegible  . . .  assumed to be  1861
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Dear Mother & Sister

1receivedyourwelcomeletterofthe8thyesterdayand1nowtckemypeninhandto
writeyouafewlines.Myhealthisstillgoodand1aminhopesthiswiuflndyours
improving.Iwasverysorrytohearthatyouwassounwellmoresoonaccountofyour
havingsomanyadditionalcares.Whennextyouwritepleaseletmeknowjusthowyou
getalong.Iwishtoknowifyouhaveenoughofeverythingtolastyouthroughthe
winterornotifyoukeepacowandifso,howyougetalongwithher.Ifatanytimeyou
wantforanything,youmustletmeknow.Ihavenotseenfatherbut1knowhowdifflcult
itisforanypersoneithersoldierorcitizentogetapassinNashville.If1hadofknown
whenhewasgoingtoOehere1couldhaveseenhim.Hemaynothavebeenhereyet.
Nellyseemstobeafraidthat1willloosemyheathereinthewildemessbutsheneednot
beafraidofthatformymemorystillrevertsbacktoatimewhenitceasedtobemineto
loosesoyoumayallresteasyonthatscore.ThementhatwereafterOldWhealerhave
retunedallbutfiveofthelstWisCav.Mybunkmatedidnotretum.Heisnowinthe
hospital.Heleftonelimbonthebattlefield,hewasoneoftheveterans.Col.O.T.(?)
LagrangepassedthroughhereonhiswaytoWisconsinwiththeoldboyswhohavebeen
homebeforethistime.IsawHeiscaboutfiveminuteswhenhewasonhiswayhome.
Weareexpectingtogotothefrontinafewdays.Thecaptainhasreceivedorderstobe
readytomarchassoonaspossible.IwillsendNellyaringthat1madeforheroutofa
shell.Withthesefewlines1willclosehopingsoontohearfromyouagain.

I sign myself every truly yours,

U.C. Eddy

P.S.PleasewritesoonanddirecttoCampSmith,Nashville,Tern.Incareofcapt.N.
Jones, _ _ Del 1St Wisc Cav

Written in haste

Envelope information:

Return address:  nothing
Addressed to:  Clark Eddy Esqr, East Troy, Wisconsin
Postmarked:  from _ Haven, _TN -Mar 19



Sept 81862

Dear Parents

1receivedyourletterofyesterdayandwasindeedgladtohearfromyou.Youwantedto
(know)whatkindofaplugofahorse1hadandwhatweapons1used.WeHIhadjustno
plugatallt)ut1hadamediumsizedbayhorsewithtwowhitehindfeet,onewhitefore
foot.Hehadastarinhisforeheadandwasthebestsaddlehorseinthecompany.Inthe
chargeofTailorsCreekinwhichwasfortyofthepickedhorsesoftheregimentheleftall
butonebehind.Werunthreemilesandahalf.MyarmswereaSpringfieldrifleanda
sixrepeater.Swordsareofnouseinbushwhacking.WeleftoursattheCapePandoing
aswellhereascanbeexpected.Welostallourclothesexceptourpantsandshirtsthat
wehadon.Weshallhavetot)uymoreourselves.Ishallhavetobonowmoneytobuya
jacket.Weshallnotgetourpayofthegovemmentuntilthefirstofnextmonth.Idon't
knowwhetheryouwillgetyourtwentydollarsbefore1getmyshareornot.Pleaselet
meknowwhetheryougetitornot.TheGovemmentdoesnotintendtopayusuntilthey
havepaidofthebountymoney.Adivisionlefthereyesterdayforpartsunknown.Five
largesteamerslefthereyesterdayforHelenasupposedtobeaftertroops.Icannotthink
ofanythingmoretowritesoacceptwiththismysincerelovetoall.

This from your son,

u.C. Eddy

Write soon and direct to Cape Girardeau, Mo.

Envelope information:

Return address:  nothing
Addressed to:  Mr Clark Eddy, E Troy, Wis
Postmarked:  from Rippon, Wis -Oct 12,1861



Oct 23,1862

Dear Parents

Since1wrotetoyoulast1havebeenintheposthospitalCapeGirardeau.Until1
despairedofgettingwelltherewhen1retumedtocamptotryitthere.Since1retumedto
camp1havebeengainingeveryday.Igainedtenpoundsinthelastweek.Iwentouton
asholtscoutashorttimesinceandwhen1retumed1wascompletelyusedup.Idrewa
new horse before going out.  He was a grey horse and I traded him for a bay.  I got a
horseworthtwentyfivedollarsmorethanthegrey.Alloftheregimentthatwereableto
gowenttoGreenvilleabouttwoweeksago.Wehavenotheardfromthemsince.I
supposethatyouhaveseenDavidbeforenowashehasgothisdischarge.Iamgladthat
hehasgothisdischargeforwhileinMemphisandwhileintheCorpsQhewasoneofthe
mosthomesickboysthat1eversaw.WhileinMemphishewascontinuallytalkingabout
JoseyCaseandhismothersrituals(?).GeorgeWrightishereandhehasbeensickever
sincethefirstofJuly.EdHallenberckissickwiththeague.Heisbetterthanhehas
been.  The rest of the boys from our way have all gone to Greenville.  John Medberry was
shakingeverydaywhentheyleft.JosephDaylehashadhislegtakenoffonaccountofa
shotfromhisownrevolverbyaccident.Fivemoreofourboyshavebeentakenprisoners
atBloomfleldMO.AdjatentGeorge0.ClintonhasbeenpromotedcaptainofCo.8.
Ourstafffieldandlineofficersarenearlyallsick.Thereisnotmorethantwohundred
andfiftymenintheregimentfitforduty.Idon'tthinkthereisasmany.Wehavebeen
expectinganattackonthispostforthelastfewdays.TheThirty-ninethMeoRegimentis
atthispost.Thesickinthisregimentaregettingdischargesattherateoftenperday.
Those that are left look more like skeletons than live men.

Iamgainingslowlyeverydayandhopesoontobeableforduty.Ihavereceivedaletter
fromGeorgeReporteralsofromUnclePorte.IseethatGeorgeisgoingtoschoolat
AllensGrove.Icanthinkofnothingmoretowrite,therefore1sendmylovetoall.

This from your son,

U.C. Eddy

Envelope information:

Retun address:  nothing
Addressed to:  Clark Eddy, East Troy, WI
Postmarked:  non legible



Patterson
Nov 20,1862

Dear Parents

Since1lastwrotetoyouwehavemovedfromCapeGirardeautoPatterson,MO.It
rainednearlyallofthewayouthereandhasrainedeversincewehavebeenhere.Ihave
beengainingeversince1wrotetoyou.Iamnowabletodomyregularduty.George
Wrightissickyet.Ithinkhewillgetadischarge.Hehasbeensickeversincetheflrstof
July.Weexpecttoleavehereinafewdays.Wehavetogotwentymilesafterforagefor
ourhorses.Itwillsoonbeallgone.Ourhorseshavenothadanyhayforalongtime.
Thereisabouttwentythousandmenhere.Weexpecttomovesouthinafewdays.
Thereissometalkofourgettingourpaybeforeweleave.Wehavenotreceivedanypay
sincethefirstofJuly.ThereisalsosometalkthattherewillbeaU.S.RecruitingOfficer
fortheregularservice.Thereisagoodmanytalkingofenlisting.Ithinkthatnearlyall
ofourwillmenwillgo.Theyofferthirtydaysfurloughtoallrecruits.JohnMedberryis
gettinghealthyagain.IhavejustreceivedaletterfromCousinGeorge.Heiswell.
GeorgeWrighthasjustreceivedaletterfromCarrieThayer.Shewroteagoodletter
givingusallgoodadviceandtellingmethat1mustwriteoftentomymotherandtellher
theexactstateofmyhealth.Ihave,therefore,writtentoyoutotellyouthatmyhealthis
good.Thehealthoftheregimentisgainingfast.PleasekissNellyforme.Isendmy
best respects to all.  Please write soon.

This from your son,
U.C. Eddy

Please unite soon and direct to U.C. E. Co. 8 Ist Wis. Cav.
By way of St. Louis, Mo.
In care of Captain George 0. Clinton



Camp Near Patterson

Dec 5,  1862

Dear Parents

1receivedyourletterthatyousentbyMr.Wrightinduetimeandwasgladtohearfrom
you.Iangladtohearthatyouareinusualhealth.Mr.Wrighthasgotadischargefor
Georgeandhestartedforhomethethird.IreceivedaletterfromGeorgePorterafew
daysagoatAllensGrove.Heseemstobeenjoyinghimselfhugely.Weareexpectingto
movefortheSouthinashofttime.GeneralDavidsonhastakencommandinperson.I
likehisappearanceverymuch.Helookslikeasoldierandascholar.Heisverystrictin
hisorders.WewentouttoBloomfieldafewdaysagoandcapturedColonelFeelon,two
ofhiscaptainsandeightofhismen.WechargedonBloomfieldbuttheRebelswould
notfight,theyjustgotrightupandskeedaddled.Myhealthhasbeenimprovingfastfor
thelastfewweekssothat1camotthinkofadischargeandfurlohghsareplayedout.We
expecttomovesouthinasholttime.IthinktherewillbealargetattleatLittleRock,
Arkt>eforeagreatwhile.Thehealthofourregimentisimprovingfast.Wehavenot
heardfromColonelDanielsinalongtime.OurregimentisbrigadedwiththeThirteenth
lllinoisCavalry.Whenyouuriteagain,pleasesendmeafewpostagestamps.We
canotgetanyhereforleavenormoney.LieutenantHobt>sofourCompanywhohas
takenprisonersattheflghtofLeaugerilleRiverwashereyesterday.Heisnotyetanged
eseek(?).Welikeournewcaptainverymuch.Thereissometalkthatwewillhaveour
boysthatwereparoledbackbeforeagreatwhile.Withthesefewlines1mustclose
hopingthatyouwillsoonwrite.Hopingalsotofindyouinusualhealth.

This from your son,

u.C. Eddy

TellNellythatshemustwritetomeagain.Ihopeshewillsoonbeabletodirectheroun
letter when you write direct to me.

Co. 8.  1St Wis Cav

lncareofCaptainGeorge0.(?)ClintonbywayofSt.Louis,MO



Jan 23,1863

Dear Parents

Receivedyourkindletterinduetimeandwasgladtohearthatyouwereauwell.lam
muchot>Iigedtoyoufortheposlageslanpe.Wehavebeenmovingoverthecountryata
rapidrateforthelastfewweeks.WearenowstationedatThomasville.Itisnearthe
Arkansasline.Myhealthisquitegoodatpresent.Ifyouhadnotofspokenabout
Christmas1shouldn'thaveknounthattherehadbeenanysuchtimeasthat.Ihardly
knewtherewasaNewYearsitpassedlikeallotherdays.Icannotthinkofmuchof
anything to write about.

Itisquitewarmherenowthoughithasbeencoldenoughtofreezeseveraloftheboys'
feet.Wehadaboutfourinchesofsnowduringthepastweek.GeneralDavidson'swhole
divisionismovingsouth.IhavenotheardfromPorter'sfolksforsometime.Weheard
ashoritimesincethatourparoledboyswouldsoonbewithusagain.TellNellythat1
thankherforherMerryChristmasand1wishherahappyNewYear.Withthesefew
lines I send my love to all.

This from your son,

U.C. Eddy

Please direct as before.



Cape Girardeau
March  15,1863

Dear Parents

Nothavingreceivedananswertomylastletterwhichwaswrittensometimeago,Ihave
resolvedtowriteafewlinestoyou.Wehavejustreturnedfromalongandtedious

ee+tH#nie:-£'e*Cffipa(1?g)n#e¥eeg:c:n:eor:°br:c`±Vt'on8u°rnoi:'`c:`p°[:Sgg::#:Sswi[d]r3¥t:#
companiesofourregimenthavegonetoBloomfield.ItisreportedthatGeneral
Mamydukehasadvancedonthatplacewithfourthousandmen.ThetwelfthMocavalry
isatBloomfieldnow.The23rdlowainfantryandonebatteryofartilleryhasgonewith
thelstWis.Wehavejustreceivedfourmonthspayfromgoverrment.Thereisfour
monthspaystilldueusyouwillreceivefortydollarsfromMadisononmyallotment
sharenotbeenverywellforthelastfewweeks.Iaminthehospitalatthisplace.Ihave
beenhavingtheaguebutamgettingbettereveryday.When1getalittlebetter1thinkI
shallgotonursinginthehospitalandnotgointocampuntil1amfreefromtheagpe.I
receivedaletterfromCousinGeorgeandhesaidthatyouhadnotheardfrommeln
sevenweeks.Ithoughtthatifsuchwasthecase1woulduriteimmediately.Whenwe
wereonthemarch1couldnotgettimetowriteveryoften.Ithinkthatwehavedoneour
shareofmarchingduringthepastwintersometimeswithhalfrationsandsometimes
without.  It is getting rather late and I must close.

This from your son,
Urial c. Eddy                                                                                       \ica

Pleasewritesoonanddirecttoposthospital,CapeGirardeau,Neue

PleasekissNellyforme.Givemybestrespectstoall.Letmeknowwhetheryoureceive
the allotment from government.



Cape Girardeau
March 29, 1863

Dear Parents

1receivedyourkindletterinduetimeand1knowimprovethepresentopportunityto
writetoyou.Myhealthisslowlyimproving.Itisreportedthatourregimentwillgo

:h°eTo:°pi¥a:m#Sc:ehTse3Seeeeno[nt:[¥o':t`te€:re§[]n::a][[*:trttoh;::mifedT°hofns;az]a:g*'£\nypaerdvts
beeninArkansaschasingtheret)elseversincetheregimentwenttoBloomfleld.Our
boysinthehospitalarealldoingwel1,JohnMedberryisgettingtoughasabear.Edwin
HallenbeckisinthehospitalatBloomfieldwiththeague.Therestoftheboysarewell.
Wehavegotanewpostsurgeon.Idonotlikehimverywell.Heputsontoomuchstile.
Hesayshewouldrathergivetenmenwoodenovercoatsthanseeonegohome.Thereis

:ogsr;,atta]d::[H°ef[::CakeA:is=:a¥ei::[ckc?a:[r:S;.:rsyo:ndb:ea`ng:[eea#t'[tehaatrewbfih££gg`wl`t
maybetheretotakepatinthegreatbattlewhichistodecidethefateoftheMississippi
Riverandvicinity.IhopesoatleastforthelstWishasneverhadachancetodo
anythingbutbush-whacking.OurCol.ishereandisdoingallhecantogetourregiment
movedsouth.01dMarmydckedidnotthinkitadviseabletomckeanattackontheCape1       ..       1  _:___1.1^f^-^na++c]rb      Almrlstmoved soutn.  uiu iviariiiyuuh-u,u ,.,v ...... _. .. __  __
atpresent.rfecanhavetroopsheretooquicktomckeitadviseableforanattack.Almost
everyt)oatthatpasseshereisloadedwithsoldiers.Wearehavingquitepleasantweather
here.Thegrassbeginstostart.Wehavehadsomeveryprettyflowersthatcamefrom
thegardenssuroundingtheamorey.ThecitizensherethinkagreatdealofthelstWis.
Calvery.Withthesefewlines1mustclose.Pleasegivemywellwishestoall.

This from your son,
U.C. Eddy

Please direct as before.



Salem, Tenn
July  12,1863

Dear Parents

SinceIlasturotetoyouwehavemovedfromNashvilletoTriuneandafterstayingthere
fiveorsixdays,westruckourtentsandcommencedtheforwardmovement.Wearein
therightwingofRosencransArmy.The2ndBrigadeofthelstDivisionofthe12th
ReserveCorp*oftheArmyoftheCumberland.Thereweretwelvethousandcavalry
andasmanyinfantrywithaconsiderableartillery.Wewenteightmilesandthenfought
untildarkwhenwelaiddownonouramstorestuntilwewerecalledtoarmsOythe
shrillnotesofthebugle.Thenextmomingwewereupbythreeandfoundtheenemy
hadretreatedduringthenightforMiddleton.Thenextdayweadvancedonthatplace
withcavalryandartillery,theinfantrygoinganotherroadwiththetrains.Afterfighting
untilfivetheenemywereroutedandflewforShelbyville,wethenwaitedforthetrainsto
comeupwiththebaconandshingles.Assoonaswegotourrations,westartedforthat
placewherewecampedthatnightafterfightinghardaHday.Wecapturedonethousand
prisonersandfivepiecesofartillery.ThelstWisdonetheirshareofthefighting.Since
thattimewehavenotdoneanyfightingofanyimportance.WearenowatSalem.We
expecttoleaveinthemoming.Itisnotnecessaryformetogiveyouadetailedaccount
ofthebattlesthathavebeenfoughthere.Ihavenottime.Butwehavebeenvictorious
thus far.Thoughwehavedoneandaccomplishedwhatwasthoughttobeahardtask
thereisstillmoretodoandweareallreadytodoallwecan.Myhealthisgoodat
present.Ihavenothadthelong-lookedforletteryet.Ihavenotheardfromhomesince
leavingCapeGirardeau.Pleasewhtesoonasconvenient.Ihavenomorethistime.
Direct to Murfreesboro, Term.

This from your son,

U.C. Eddy

I am acting orderly for Major Paine

Envelope infomation:

Reun address:  nothing
Addressed to:  Meissis Sarah Eddy, East Troy, Wis
Postmarked:  from Rippon, Wis -Nov 13186~



Nov 3,1863  (not sure of the year)
Camp near Winchester

Dear Parents

1receiveyourkindletternearlyaweekagobuthavenothadtimetoanswerituntilthis
evening.SinceIlastwrotetoyouwehavedonesomehardmarchingandsomeflghting
withinTennessee,Georgia,Alabama.Afterhavingahardmarchoverthemountainswe
wenttoCrawflshSpringwherecommencedthegreatbattleofSaturdayandSunday.Our
brigadewasseparatedfromthedivisionandsurroundedbytheRet)elsonSaturdayabout
flvemilesfromthespringandwereobligedtocuttheirwaythroughtheenemy'slines
whichtheydoneafteraboutthreehoursfighting.Sundaywefomedtherightoftheline
ofbattle.Weskirmishedalldaytheenemy'scavalry.Therewasalsosometauflguring
doneonoursidetokeepoutoftightplaces.Thiseveningweretreatedeightmiles.
TuesdayweskirmishedalldayslowlyretreatingwithThomasescorps~.Weatlast
arrivedinChattanoogaandcrossedtheriverafterdrawingrations.Afterstayinghere
severaldayswemarchedtoBridgefordwherewestayeduntilweweresentafterWheeler
andForest.WefirstmethiminSuquatcheeValley.ThelstWis.Chargedtherebsthere
anddrovethemsixmilestckingfortyprisonersbesidesthewounded.Theirlosswasone
wounded.  We followed them to Murfreesboro via Mer. Meinville.  From here to
Shelbyvillewheretherebsforcesdivided.Thismoming1gotpemissiontogoforaging
com.Whenabouttwomilesfromcampandwhilebusilyengagedinfeedingmyhorse,
aboutadozenRebsrodeupbetweenmeandthecolumnwhichhadjuststartedoutand1
didnotnoticethemuntiltheyfiredahalfdozenshotsatme.Ididnotliketheclose

3rh°eii;;t]¥[:f.[eraedp:Off:iutsot8e°nTrtae[dc:odofk€:ia£[:da:::nt[hneg£Pde3::1::::S[:ndafeto[dme
that1hadbetterstaywithhimuntilmydivisionjoinedthe2nd,whichwouldbeinafew
days.TheRebshadcampabouteightmilesfromShelbyville.Weattackedthemat
about9AM.Wehadaruningfightofeightmileswhentherebswereobligedtomckea
standatFarmingtonwherewehadaprettyseverefight.WehadoneCol.andtenmen
killed.TheRebslostagi.eatdealheavierthanwedid.Theylost250prisoners,four
piecesofartilleryandretreateddisorganizedly.WethenfollowedthemtotheTemessee
Riverwhichthemostofthemcrossedtheyhavingthestatoverus.Wethenretumedto
Huntsville.FromtherewemarchedtoWinchesterwherewearenowencamped.Iam
still at Brigade Headquarters.  With these few lines I will close.  Write soon.

Urial C. Eddy

Direct to Winchester Ten. Via Nashville

1hadnearlyforgottentotellyouthat1drewthemoneyforthemonthsthatwewerepaid
and1keptitinhopesthat1shouldgetafurlough.Iamstillinhopesofone.Theamount
isfortydollars.$20.00.Itisnotsafetosendmoneybymailas1havewrittenseveral
letters that I am confident you never received.



Alexandra Ten
Nov 22,1863

Dear Parents

1receivedyourkindletterlasteveningandwasindeedgladtohearfromyou.Iwasglad
tohearthatyouwereinusualhealth.Itdoesmegoodtoknowthattheyhavecarriedout
thedraft.Wewereafraidthegovemmentwouldbetoolenientwiththem.Iwishthey
couldnotpaythreehundreddollarsandgetoutoftheserviceforitgivestherichmenall
theadvantage.IthinkitisaninsulttotheworkingpeopleoftheUnitedStates.Ianglad
thatCharleySmithwasdraftedthough1donotsupposethathewiueverbeofmuchuse
tothegovemment.Buthewouldstopabulletaswellasapoorman.Iwouldliketosee
suchmenashimonsuchascoutastheoneafterWheeler.Westartedwiththreedays
rationsandweregonetwentydays.Ifhehadbeentherehewouldhavebeengladtoeat
hardtackorshingle(astheyarecalled).WeleftWinchesterthe15thandarrivedhere
yesterday.Wewillstayheresometime.Accordingtothelastorderofthewar
departmentwewillbemusteredoutofserviceonJulynext.Yousaiditwastooriskyto
beoutalonebutasoldiergetsusedtosuchthingsanddoesnotthinkofdangerthoughI

%Foa::t°tffenye:hd::Sgs|y[[n;:sdca:pgteurre:J°+i:d[¥yw::Vt:[[::gsfteow29da¥:I::::]ardaisiedp]:r[::::
of cavalry.IamstillatBrigadeHeadquarters.Iliketheplaceandhaveagreatmany
privileges1couldnotinthecompany.Idonothavetobeupnightsonlynowandthen
onthemarch.Youwillpleaseexcuseallmistakesfor1aminahurry.

This from your son,
u.C. Eddy

Envelope infomation:

Return address:  none
Addressed to:  Mr Clark Eddy, East Troy, Wis
Postmarked:  from Louisville, KY -Jun 11, `64



Knoxville

Dec13,re62\giv`::`

Dear Parents

Havingafewleasuremomentsthisevening1thoughtthat1wouldimproveitbywritinga
fewlinestoyou.WehavemovedtoEastTermesseeunderBumside.Wearenowwithin
fourmilesofKingstonandexpecttomarchtothefrontinadayortwo.¢5ngstreetis

;:n:do::#r:;ga::arte[;ttg,£:lp¥o]c:r:o[:ns:1;nagt[ts£:evfmosi:iaa::e£[}tfn:e¥t::05::th¥ht:tis:i::;:fsoi:hfg#:r%:¥tyo
men.Idon'tknowhowtrueitis.Wearehavingrainyweatherherenow.WehavejustI    1     ---- I--+--a+^t` `u:th^iit haoozige.   I think that means that we have to
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toKnoxvillewhenweleavehere.Theroadsaregettingverymuddyonaccountofso
manysupplytrainspassingoverit.IamstillatBrigadeng:F#}`andingood
health.

This from your son,

U.C. Eddy
Co 8 Ist Wis Cav

I direct as before.

Envelope infomation:

Return address:  nothing
Addressed to:  Mr Clark Eddy, East Troy, WI
Postmarked:  from Knoxville, TN - Dec 26 or 28



Merryville Tenn
Feb 8, `64

Dear Parents

Since1lastwrotetoyoutheamyhasbeenquietontheOhio.Wehavehadveryfine
weatherthemostofthetime.Weexpecttoleaveheretomorrow.Myselfwithfour
othershaveenlistedasVeterans.WewillbeescalatedtotheStateforthenextdraft.We
areentitledtowhateverbountythestate,county,andtounarepayingmenthatenlist.I
wishyoutoseetoitandsecurethist)ounty.OurnameshavebeensenttoMadisonand
youcangetalltheinfomationyouwantbywritingthere.Thereisfourhundredrecruits
in Nashville to fill up the lst Wis Cav.

No more this time

Urial C. Eddy

P.S.  Direct as before
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Having enlisted as a Veteran, I hereby authorize you to collect for me the Bounty which
is due me from the County of Walworth and the Town of East Troy.

Urial C. Eddy
Co. 8.,1St. Wis Cav
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Dear Father
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Wearrivedherethe23rdofJanuaryandsincethattimewehavebeenalmostconstantly
ondutyandhavenothadmuchtimetoVlite.Iwrotealetterhomewhen1justcame
here.Ihavenotyetheardfromhomeyet.Wehavebeenoncattleguardsincewehave
beenhere.WehavetodrivethemtoGravelSpringstomorrow.Co.8isnowon
detachedserviceand1thinkwewillbeaconsiderablelengthoftime.Wenowhave
twelvehundredandfiftyheadofcattleforthecavalrycorps¢.Ithinkwehaveapretty
softsnapontheregiment.Itisverypleasantweathernowbutitrainednearlyallthetime
comingthroughfromNashville.Myhealthisgoodand1amingoodspirits.Whenwe
flrstcaneherewelivedonfivedaysrationsofparchedcombutwearenowhavinggood
rations.Whenwearedrivingcattlewedoaconsiderableforaging.Ihopethiswillflnd
youwellandenjoyingyourself.Pleasewritesoonasconvenientandexcusethisshoft
letter.                                                                                                                                                                                                                   `+   i     u,   `\   ,Srt```\££b`t    ly:    \j
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This from your son,

Urial C. Eddy

P.S.  Direct via Cairo.

<\
yL`.

¢'=9                                '`4      ,C

ct`RE`v¥rf`

I                                        S,`    1

•,,-, \`

`-``



June  11,1864

Dear Parents

1arrivedinMadisonMondayandwasingoodseason.Themostofusreportedon
Monday.WeleftthereWednesdaynoonandarrivedinLouisvilleThursdayaftemoon
aboutthreeP.M.ColDanielsmetusatthedepotatChicagoandinformedusthatthere
wasasupperawaitingusatthesoldier'shome.Butwehadnottimetogodounthereso
wewentdowntothecarsanditwasbroughttous.WhenwearrivedhereoldMorgan

#Lteest=y:::::::?pepreadLL::ds::Ltdo8;tsaft¥reh¥e;i:Sget?uKe#as;:Pr?e€ehte::e¥edrew:iso
the2ndlndCavwithaportionofthe9thKeyCavalry.Morganisreportedtohavetwo
thousandfivehundredmen.Ifthatisallhehasgot,wecaneasilywhiphim.Therepott
isherethatourregimenthaslostnearlyonehalfsinceweleft.Iamguardtodayand
must close this in a hurry.

From your son
Urial C Eddy

P.S. Direct via Nashville



Vet Cav Camp Louisville
June 28,  1864

Dear Parents and Sister

1havebeenlookingseriouslyforaletterfromyouforseveraldaysandnotreceivingone
1resolvedtowriteafewlinestoyoutoletyouknowthat1waswellandingoodspirits.
WearestininLouisvillebutinadifferentcampfromtheone1wasinwhenlast1wrote
toyou.Wehavejustbeenhavinganicepleasantrainitrainedaboutfourhours
yesterday.Wereceivedfiftydollarsinstallmentonourbountyafewdaysagoand1sent
itbyexpresstoyou.Ialsopaidtheexpresscharges.Pleasewriteassoonasyoureceive
itandletmeknow.Weexpecttostayheresometimetocome.Wehavenothadmuch
todosincewehavebeenhere.Wehavereceivedhorsesandamsandweexpecttohave
agoodtimethefourthofJuly.Wewillhaveaparadeinthedaytimeandthosethatvisit
willhavetheprivilegeofgoingtothedanceintheevening.Thereisgoingtobeanice
oneatSpringGarden,aregularticker.Idonotknowas1shallattend,IdonotthinkI
shallatleast.IamactingG.M.SergeantoftheVeteranDetachment.Ihopeyouwiu
writesoonandoften.Ishaubeanxioustoknowifyoureceivedthemoneysafely.But1
mustclosethisfor1shallhavetogotountodrawtheforage.Withthesefewlines1
must close hoping soon to hear from you.

This from
Urial C. Eddy

P.S.DirecttomeatParkBarracks,Louisville,Key.IncareofCapt.Apon~.Donot
fret on my Cav Regt.

To Nelly

Youmustwritetomeandletmeknowhowyougetalongatschoolandwhetherornot
youhavebeentoseeSarchornotyet.Andifyouhavewhetheryouhadagoodtimeor
not and whether Sate was well or not.  You must write often.

This from your brother,

U.C. Eddy



Vet Cav Carp
July  10,1864

Dear Parents

1receivedyourletterofJuly3`dyesterdayand1wasgladtohearfromyou.Iamgladto
hearthatyouareallwell.Iamgettingalittleuneasyaboutthatmoneyand1hopeyou
willletmeknowassoonasyouhearfronit.IsentittoEastTroybyAdamsExpress
Company.ItoldtheExpressagentthattherewasnoexpressCoatEastTroybuthesaid
thatwouldmakenodifference,thatitwouldgotothenearestExpressofflce.Youwill
probablyhearfromitinafewdays.Ihopesoatleast.Youwishedmetoexpressmy
mindastohowyoushouldusethemoneyyoureceivefromme.Iwishforyoutouseit-
togetoutofdebtfirst,then1wishforyoutouseittothebestadvantagepossible.If you
thinkitwouldimprovemoreatinterestthaninanyotherway,thenyoucanputitat
interest(ifyoudon'twanttouseit).Ifyouneedit,thenuseit.Orifyoucouldmcke
moretoinvestits~theninvestitinthatway.IfyouthinkitbesttoworkatBugeys
thenyoucanuseittot)ymaterialoryoucaninvestitinhorseflesh.Youcanthengive
meanotewhich1will1eavewithmotheras1donotwanttocarryitforfearofloosingit.
ThemoneywillbeexpressedtoEagleafterthis.Iamwellandthisfindsyouthesame.

This from your son,
U.C.E.
Direct as before

Dear Sister

1receivedyourkindletteryesterdayand1nowtalkemypeninhandtowriteyouafew
lineshopingthiswillfindyouwellandingoodspiritsand1shallthenthinkthatyouare
still1eamingandfittingyourselffortheplaceinsocietythatitshallbeyourdestinyto
flll.Iseebyourletterthatyouarehavingvacation.Ihopeyouwillenjoyyourself
duringthevacationandwhentheschoolcommenceshaveagoodteacherandbeagood
girl.IreceivedaletterfromCousinGeorgeyesterdayandonefromlrenetoday.Please
Vlite soon.

This from your loving brother,

Urial C Eddy



Vet. Cav Camp Louisville Key
Aug 6,1864

Dear Parents

1receivedtwoverywelcomelettersfromhomelasteve.OneofJuly22theotherofJune
16thwhichhadbeentothefrontandreturned.Ireceivedsixletterslasteveningthathad
teentotheRegtandretumed.Iamverygladtohearthatyouareallwelland1hopeyou
willcontinuethesame.Myhealthisquitegoodatpresent.Wehavebeenhavingseveral

:haeys[s:fcvaevryD::[£:ro¥:satnhee:;;°aT[ggatpht:rseud:S#:e::evreyr;r££::yu:°t:az;a#reo:Pt::isetght:t
Daybeforeyesterday1receivedaletterfromSisFerrywhichhadbeentothefront.I
alsoreceivedanotherdirect.Shewaswell.But1presuneyouhaveseenherbeforethis
timeforshewasintendingtocallthenextweekforNelly.Wearenothavingverymuch
todoherejustatpresent.The9thPaCavisherewithus.Ihavejustboughtoneof
ColonelMSeayrangesphotographswhich1willsendinthisletter.Ithinkitisasnatural
aslifeitself.Iintendedtohaveboughtaphotographalbumbefore1leftandmade
motherpresentofitifyouwill1etmeknow1willsendyouseveralofmysoldierfriends
to put into it.  I will now close sending my love to all.

This from your son,

U.C. Eddy

P.S.PleasewhteassoonasconvenientanddirecttoBoscNor28th,LouisvilleKey.In
care of Capt N. Jones.

Envelope information:

Retun address:  nothing
Addressed to:  Mr Clank Eddy

Springfield Ten
ln the employ
Of the goverrment
Of the U.S.



Camp Smith
Sept 8,  1864

Dear Sister and Parents

Nothavingreceivedaletterfromyou1resolvedtowriteyouafewlines.Ithink1must
havesomemailattheregimentfor1havenotreceivedanyforseveraldays.Whenwe
leftLouisvilleweexpectedtogotothefrontorretumtoLouisvilleimmediatelybutwe
canneverforetenthedestinyofasoldier.0ldWhealerthatwegavesouncomfortablea
chaselastyearhasreturnedtotryhisoldtricksoveragainbut1thinkitwillbeasorejob
forhimteforehegetsaway,ifheissoluckyastogetawaywithawholehead.Ishould
behappytobearthatbehadrecel.vedthejustretributionthatJohnMorganhasjust

:i:e;::sdentTtT::ew#r°eug#eu:t:::yh:0;:dwbeos;:r:f¢i:a[itm;::`€avverwyheons:°t:iaeg[hnagsJustat
expiredtobehereontheirwayhomeeveryday.EdwinHallenbeckwasmusteredoutof
theinvalidcorpsethelstofthemonthandhehasstartedforhome.JohnMedberry
startedforhomethreedaysbeforeweanivedhere.Col.Leograngehasbeenexchanged
andisnowwiththeregiment.Myhealthisquitegoodatpresentand1hopethiswillflnd
youenjoyingthesameblessing.Ihopethat1shallhearfromyousoon.Whenyouurite
pleaseletmeknowwhatthenamesofthedraftedmenare.Asitisgettingdark1must
closehopingthiswillreceiveaspeedyanswer.Withthis1sendmylovetoall.IfNelly
hasbeenuptoseeSaralishemustwriteandletmeknowhowsheenjoyedherself.

Isignmyselfyoureverylovingsonandbrother.
Urial C Eddy

P.S.  Direct to Camp Smith, Nashville, Tenn.
In care of N. Jones, Capt -Com Det lst Wis Vet Cav



Carp Smith
Nashville Ten
Oct  18,1864

Dear father

NothavingreceivedaletterfromyouandhearingthatyouwasatSpringfield1resolved
toVliteyouafewlinestoyoutoletyouknowthat1amwellandingoodspirits.You
areprobablyawarethatallthetroopsinTennwererequiredtodriveForestoutofthe
state.Wehavebeenafterhimtwentyonedaysandhavejustretumed.Thisisthereason

*ge[p?av;::;uwgr£:tis::sy::vbe:::::in:sh::r:nn:thh°er::tih°]t=d:re#eana:a:;aes:£]tsh;]|[7th\
flndyouenjoyingthesameblessing.IheardfromMotherbyletteryesterdaydatedthe
eighth.CousinGeorgeisboardingthereandgoingtoschool.Pleasewritesoonandlet
me know how you get a long.

This from your son,
u.C. Eddy

P.S.WritesoonanddirecttoCampSmith,Nashville,Tern.IncareofCaptN.Jones,lst
Wis Cav.



Louisville, Ky
Nov 26,1864

Dear Mother & Sister

1receivedyourverywelcomeletterofthe19th,daybeforeyesterdayand1nowtckemy
peninhandtoletyouknowthat1amstillsolicitousforyourwelfareand1hopesincerely
thatthiswillfindyouandNellybetterthanwhenyoulastwrotetome.Noonecantell
withwhatfeelings1perusedthoselinesfromyou.Itwasveryunlookedfornewsand
veryunwelcome.But1amgladthatyouletmeknowthatNellywassickandifshe
shouldbeanyworse1wantyoutoletmeknowimmediately.Ifyoucangetagoodgirl
tohelpyou1thinkyouhadbettergetone.Theyaremakingoutthepayt)ookshereand
assoonaswegetourpay1willsendyoufiftydollarstoElkhombyexpress.Iwouldget
afurloughandcomehomeifitwerepossiblebut1donotthinkthat1can.Ireceiveda
letterfromfatheryesterday.Hestatesthathishealthisquitepoorbutthatheisableto
attendtotheshop.Whenlast1wrotetohim1wrotefromNashville.Itoldhimthat1

yo°gu:dc£:[eetft°£eaesi#[:ft£:S2S;Ph`ea::t:,ev[eedftht:ree:::t2d]8tyanwde[twT,:Sr::::nss£::::°nrt[T:e
drawhorsesandequipments.Weareverycomfortablysituatedfivemilesfromtown.
When1getmypay1shalltryagainforafurlough.TheSanitaryCommissionof
LouisvillegaveadimertothelstCav.DivonThanksgivingDay.Theyfumishedus
withsanitarystoresandwecookedthemourselves.Iwasthecookthatdayandwehada
splendiddinner.Butenoughthistime.Pleasewriteassoonasyoureceivethis.Give
mylovetoNellyandkissherforme.Tellherthat1wish1wastheretohelptakecareof
her.

This from your son,
Urial C. Eddy

P.S.  Direct to Louisville Key, Co 8 Ist Wis Cav
I have returned to Mey Camping



East Troy

Dec 25,1864

Dear Father

1wishyoumenyChristmas.Itisnowsnowingbutitdon'tmattertomefor1can'tgo
out.Ihungupmystockinglastnightandgotalittlefreshmilkandacandy_.They
areveryprettyClara.Weeachgotacandy~andalittletindipper.Therewasa
Christmastree_(acct?)toCalvWellsprarylasteveningandUncleBosteshungafur
caponthetreeforAbby,anewdressforlda,apairofskatesforJohmyandapairof
pantsforGeorge.Iexpectitlookedverynice.UnclePorterwenttoMilwaukeeandhe
boughtmealemonandacodflshandafreshof_(expoples?)andtheytastegood
and1wish1couldsendyousome.WehavenotheardfromUrialin3weeksandweare
feelingveryanxiousabouthimandifyouhaveheardsincepleasewriteandletusknow.
Youmusthunyandcomehomefor~1ookssooldyouwouldthinkshewasyour
grandmother.Shehaslostonetoothsinceyouhavebeengoneandanotherismostgone.
Fourmonthsismostgoneandyoumusthurryupandcomehomebut1wishitwasall
goneandwehaven'tbeenoutofthesmokeofthechimneysinceyouhavebeengone.
Write soon as possible.

This from your daughter,
Helen Cordelia Eddy

Mr Keats is improving



Bowlingreen Key (KY)
December 30, `64

Dear Mother & Sister

:ho;;:e:;V:eeu:¥ouryh{:is±:#er;:1{1tsh::ec::th#ftisr:i[::r:e:a:[S:ie::°e?+:#:ofse:rirl:;:it:_:4:loan:duon;tey`/£``r

separatedayswhileafterhim.Ihopeyouwillneverthinkthatitwasanyneglectofmine
asthereasonwhy1didnotwhtesoonerbutitwasbecause1hadnochancetowrite
before.Evenif1hadwritten1hadnochancetomailmyletters.Weexpecttogoto
Nashvilleinafewdays.Ithinkwhenwegettherethatweshallgetourpay.Ihopesoat
least.Whenyouwrite,1etmeknowhowyougetalong.IhopetohearthatNellyis
muchbetterwhennextyouwrite.IhavenotheardfromfathersinceleavingLouisville.
Ihopetohearfromhimsoon.Withthesefewlines1willclosehopingsoontohearfrom
you again.  Keep Nelly for me.  I send my love to all.

This from your affectionate and well wishing son,

U.C. Eddy

P.S.WritesoonanddirectviaLouisvilleKY.Pleaseexcusethisshoftletterfor1have
no more time today.
U.C. Eddy



Camp Smith, Nashville
Jan 6,  1865

Dear Father

WearrivedinNashvillelasteveningand1takethisopportunitytoletyouknowthat1am
inCampSmithorratherwhereCampSmithusedtobe.Weexpecttoremainhereuntil
Monday.Wehaveorderstobereadytomarchatonedays'notice.Idonotthinkthatit
ispossibleformetocometoseeyou.Iamverysorrythat1wasnotherewhenyouwas
here to see me.  I am well and in good spirits.

This from your son,
Urial C. Eddy



Springfield Wis
Jan 9,  1865

Monday
Beloved Wife

ltiswithpleasurethat1addressyoubythesilentlanguageofthepenandbydosofor1
havegoodnewstotellyou,inthefirstplacewehavehadnomailfortwoorthreeweeks.
IhavesentmymailoutthroughtheQuartermastersmailbutreceivednonesofar.I
volunteeredtogotoNashvilleandfetchthemailbackwithmeif1couldgetapassonthe
car.Iwassuppliedwithapayand1startedonthetrainatfiveintheeveningandreached
Nashvilleateight.IdeliveredmymessageattheofficeandthenwentforMr.Balshers
quarterstostayovernight.HetoldmethatUrialhadbeentherethatday,thiswason
SaturdayandtheywascampedoutfourmilesatCampSmith.Hehadwrittentometo
comeandseehimforhecouldnotcomeouthere.HisletterwasyetlyinginNashville
office.HetoldMr.Balsherswecouldnotcomeouttherethatnightaswecouldnotpass
theguardsaftersundoun.So1wasobligedtowaituntilmoming.Ithink1didnotsleep
muchthatnightbutsoonasitwasdaylight,Mr.Balshersand1startedforCampSmith,
mudankledeepwearrivedthereabouteighto'clock.IfoundUrialwellandingood
SKP;r[tfie¥:y:ati:yeef:uagfthetrhT:Fwe]bceG:n:r:`h#h¥i-r6s::ic:[iee#detoh::3:e::u:s[v:I:,es'

gottiredtheylefthimandsomeotherdivisionstartedafterhimandisafterhimyet.
Urialisquitefleshyandseemstoenjoyhimselffirstrate.HeisactingSergeant.Istayed
withhimalldayandofcoursetookdimerwithhim.Heseemedtobechiefcookandall
hands.Wehadafirstratedimerwestayedaslateaswecouldandpassthepicketsby
sundoun.Hewentwithusasfarasthepicketline.Iwasobligedtocomebacktothe
citythatnightaswehaveonlyonetrainadayandthatleavesNashvilleatseveninthe
momingandreachedhereatnoon.Igotformyselfsixletters~twofromyou,2from
Urial,1fromMr.Balsher,1fromP.Mr.ClarkenearWashington.Youstillspokeof
yourbrotherGeorge'sboydyingatNashville.Isupposeitwasgiventheywillsurely
feelthelossverymuch.Hewasaverygoodboy.IhadwrittenafewlinestoGeorge
which1willsendwiththisthinkingperhapsyouwouldliketowriteafewlines.Sendit
soon.IwillansweryourletterandNelly'sinmynext.Youmustnotthinkhardofmeif
youdonotgetmylettersregularfor1writethemandshalldomybesttohavethemgo
through.

Thisfromyourfaithfulandaffectionatehusbanduntildeath,
Clark Eddy

My love to Nelly

•  -,   i.  ,, f ,) /  -I



To Helen C. Eddy

The song ballad
5\J"LL+`A

The drummer boy of Shilvas   `

Ondarkandbloodyfieldthedeadandwoundedlayamongthemwasadrummerboy
who beat the drum that day.
Awoundedsoldierheldhimuphisdrumwasbyhisside
Heclaspedhishands,heraisedhiseyes,heprayedbeforehedied.
(repeat)
Lookdownuponthebattlefieldohthoughourheavenlyfriend.
Have mercy on our sinful souls, the soldiers cried amen.
Forgatheredaroundalittleboyeachbravemankneltandcried.
Theylistenedtothedrummerboywhoprayedbeforehedied.
(repeat)
Oh Father, said the dying boy, look dour from heaven on me
Ohtakemetothyfondembrace,ohtakemehometothee
I'velovedmycountryasmyGodtoservethemboth,I'vetried
Hesmiled,shookhandsdeathsighedtheboy,heprayedt)eforehedied.
(repeat)
Eachsoldierwepttherelikeachildshout(?)heartsweretheyandbrave
Theflaghiswindingsheet,Godlocksthekeyuntohisgrave
Theywroteuponasingleboard,thesewordsthisisaguide
Tothosewhowouldmounthedrummerboywhoprayedbeforehedied.
(repeat)
Theangelsaroundthethroneofgracelookdownuponthebrave
Whofoughtanddiedonshilvasplanesnowslumberinginthegrave.
Howmanyhomesmadedesolate;howmanyheartsmadesad
Howmanylikethedrummerwhoprayedbeforehedied.

Written by Clark Eddy
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Dear Parents
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andwehavepassedthroughseveralhardfoughtbattles.ThethreehardestwereSSlmonSfiitr"
Alabama,WestPointAlabamaandColumbia.Besidesthesewetookseveralothertowns
oflessimportance.WeobtainedthesurrenderofMontgomeryAlabamaandofMacon
Georgiawithoutfiringagun.Wehavecapturedovertwohundredpiecesofartilleryand
destroyedthemostextensivearsenalsofthesouthbothnavalandmilitary.Yesterday
wastheflrsttimethatwecouldsendmailsincestartingonthisraidandthishadtogoto
Savannah,therefore1willclosehopingsoontohearfromyouandthatyouarewell.We
expecttoremainhereuntiltheamnestyisoverandthenifpeaceismadewemaybeat
thestateinJanuarynext.Idonotthinkthatthecavalrywillgethomesoonerbecauseit
willrequireaconsiderablecavalrytokeeptheguerillasdown.

Thisfromyourson.Pleasewritesoonandgivememyrespectstoallinquiringfriends.

Your truly,
U.C. Eddy
Col 8 Ist Wis Cav

Envelope information:

Retun address:  nothing
Addressed to:  Mer Clark Eddy, East Troy, Wis
Postmarked:  from Savannah, GA -May 19
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Troy Wis
May 31,1865

Dear Urial

Neverwaslsohappybyhearingtherecipientofaletteras~IlastEightbyreceiving
yours.Ihavelookedsoanxiouslyforthepasttwomonthsforaletterfromyouandhad
almost~_toimaginelotsofunpleasantthingswhichmighthavehappenedto
you.Ianhappytohearthatyouarewell.Afteryourlongandtediouscampaign,Ithink
youhadgoodsuccess.Idonotthinkmanymoresuchvictorieswillbeneededto
terminatethisrebellion.Ithinkitisbeingcrushedrapidlyatpresent.Atleast1hopeso.
Howglad1amthatoldJeffiscaptured.Ihopehewillmeethisjustpunishmentifitisin
the power of mass to give it to him.

whatasadcalanitytothenationthedeathofour|amentedpresidentLrfu`9Atfirst
report,thenewsseemedperfectlyincredit)le.Butitprovedtobealltootrue.Justasthe
cloudsbegantoclearawayanditseemedthatonemightbeaprosperoushappypeople
oncemore,aplotmustbelaidtodrapethisbleedingcountryindeepermouming.After
ourPresidenthadalmostrestoredabrokenunionhemustbesacrificedtorevenge
Johnsonisnotasgoodprincipal_asLincolnwasbutheisaunionmanandwilldeal
withthisrebellionmuchmoreseverethanevenLincolndid.Iamgladtheassassinis
where he can take no more such precious lives.

Mr.ColtrossdeliveredasplendidfuneraldiscourseupoTthedeathofLincoln(shortly
afterhisdecease)hereon_Line.Welearnedsomepiecesfortheoccasiontosingand
I played them on my melodion.

IwasulEustTroysomctwowcckssincccallcdatyourhouscfoundyourmothcrquitc
lowspiritedasshehadnotheardfromyouinalongtime.Nelliewasatschool,I
expectedtogainsomeinfomationrelativetoyourwhereaboutsbut1wassadly
disappointedforaslongatimehadelapsedsinceshehadheardfromyouashadwith
myself.Had1knounwheretohavedirected,Ishouldhavewrittentoyou.Imuststop
writingandgetdimerasmotherissick1havetodoconsiderableanddonothavemuch
leisuretime.Shehastheneuralgialiveacomplex.Thedoctorhasbeenherefourtimes
andI'mexpectinghimtoday.Bybeingcareful1grieveshewillsoongetwellagain.I
havewrittenthisinhasteasyouperceivebythelooks.

Oh!IwanttoseeyousomuchUrialand1thinkofyouveryoftenandloveyoueverso
much,betterthanever1think.Tckegoodcareofyourselfandwriteasoftenaspossible
andbelievemetrulyyourtrueSarchFeny.Goodbyemydearoneforthepresent

Envelope information:  (no retun address)
Addressedto:MrClarkEddy,SpringfieldTen.IncareofSeierHenrySeWhealer,.A.

Postmarked: from Nashville, TN -Feb 28,18_



Nashville Term
June  10,1865

Dear Mother & Sister

Since1receivedyourlastletterwehavehadquiteanumberofchangesinourmilitary
program.WehavemovedfromMaconGatoAtlanta,fromtheretoChattanoogaand
thentoNashville.WhileinChattanooga1receivedaletterfromfatherstatingthathe
wasinNashvillewaitingforhisdischargeandpay.When1arrivedinNashville,I
embracedtheearliestopportunitytofindhim.Ispentthedaywithfatheryesterdayand

inj:%ende?eyfeggut;I:¥:1;.t¥:e=::C:::£eg::th*S£:££Cehtggbee=:s::ryeEyou#ds:yrv:::t.
immediately.TheVeteransmayhavetostayaconsiderablelengthoftimebeforethey
canbemusteredout.Ihopeweshallnothavelongtowait.Theboysareauingood
spirits.Fatherislookingmuchbetterthan1expected.Myhealthhasbeenquitepoorfor
aboutthreeweeks.Iamfeelingmuchbetternow.Withthesefewlines1willclose,
hopingsoontohearfromyouagainandhopingthiswillfindyouwellandenjoying
yourselves.Ihopethatbeforemanymonthshavepassedaway1mayagainbepemitted
toenjoythecomforiofhomeoncemorewiththeones1lovesodear.Withthesefew
lines farewell until I write again.

This from your ever affectionate
Urial C Eddy

P.S.  Write soon and direct to Louisville



Camp near Sevierville
East Tenn

Dear Sister and Parents

1receivedyourkindletterafewdaysandwasindeedgladtohearfromyoufor1had
beenlookinglongandanxiouslyforit.Wehavehadsomeprettyhardfightingsincewe
cametoStrawberryPlaines.WewenttoMossCreekandcommencedfightingtheday
t)eforeChristmasandwefoughtfivedays.Wehadseveralfightsafterthat.Oneweek
agolastSundaywehadthehardestfightthatourregimenteverhad.Wecamepretty
nearallgettingtakenprisoners.Weroderightuptoahillwheretherebelinfantrywas
layingOehindthehillwaitingfortherebelcavalrytodrawuson.Whenweattackedthe
rebs,theyfeubackandwhenweadvancedtheychargedusontherightandleftflankand
ontheleadhorses.Thentheirinfantryadvancedinthecenter.Youcanseethatwewere
inclosequarters.Wewouldhavelostallofourhorsesifithadnotbeenforthe4th
IndianaCavalry.Theycameupjustintimetosavethemandus.Weareencampedon
thesouthsideofFrenchBroadRiverandtherebsarejustopposite.Ourinfantryare
flghtingatStrawberryPlaines.Iamwellandingoodspirits.

Yours affectionately,
U.E. Eddy

Bootsandsaddlesarejustsounding;therebsarecrossingtheriverbutwecanwhipallof
their cavalry.

Envelope information:

Return address:  nothing
Addressed to:  Clark Eddy, East Troy, Wis
Postmarked:  un-readable



Partial Letter Writtenfirom Cape Girardeau

SeattleRiverontheoppositeOankofwhichwasChalkBluffsadistanceofflftymiles
beforesunrise.Wedidnotgouponthisexpeditionforthereasonthatwewereoffupon
anotheratthetime.TheMajorhaltedhismenuponthebanksoftheriverandafter
examinationfoundthattheonlywaytocrosstheriverwasinasmallferryboatwhich
wouldonlycarryflfteenmenandthiswasupontheoppositeshore.Accordingly,two
menvolunteeredtoswimtheriverandfetchtheboat.Theboatteingbrought,themajor
tookfourteenmenandwentacrosstherivertore-coordinate(?).

Aftertheyhadcrossedtheriver,twomenweresentbackwiththeboatleavingaforceof
only13men.Themajorthenpushedonatarapidpaceuntiltheycameuponalieutenant
whowasjustintheactofmountinghishorse,buthedidnotmountforhefeltrather
uncomfortablewiththemajor'srevolverlookinghimintheface.Heaccordinglytookto
thebushesandwept.Theyhadnotgonemuchfurtherwhentheycameuponsomewhere
betweeneightyandahundredmen.Afterfiringonevolleythere,everymanpickeda
treeourmenfollowedsuit.Thefightlastedabouttenminuteswhenthemajorrodeupon
hiscapturedhorsewitharevolverineachhandandwiththewordspitchedintothem
boysthecavalrywillsoonbeup,herodeamongtherebelsandfiringwithbothrevolvers
histallformandlongarmslookedmorelikesomeloftytreethanlikeaman.Oneofthe
ret>elscaptainswasshotwhileleadingonthismen.Theywerescaredatthewayour
boysshotandtheythrewawaytheirarmsandranfordearlifeandinlessthanhalfan
hour,thewholerebelforcewasontheretreat.Ourlittlebandbeingreinforcedbythirty
mentheyagainfomedandfollowedafterthemaboutfourmileswhenfatigueforced
themtoretum.Theyhadhadnothingtoeatsincethedaybeforeatnoon.Ourlosswas
onekilled,fivewounded,twomortally.LieutenantPhillipshassincediedofhiswounds.
LieutenantMerrelhasgonehome.Therebellossiselevenkilled,fifteenwounded.The
nextdaytheymarchedthirtymilesandtookthelittlesteanerJohnMillerwhichwasjust
leavingHornersvillewithtwentythousanddollarsworthofprovisions.

This from your son,
U.C. Eddy

Please write soon.

Please direct to Cape Girardeau, MO


