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Lilfc of Gsorge Kurth

liritten by George Kurth

In 16%4, Jan. 20, I was born in viitzenhausen, Germany, where
I spent the Tirst 1& yéars of my life. In lb§2 we, ( my parents,
two sisters, a brother-in-law, and a niece of ﬁine),‘lert
W/itzenhausen, our birth place, by team and traveled to kQnden,
rom whence we traveled in & steamer to Bremen, anéd from there,
to 3remerhaven: On the 20th of iarch, 1852, we boaréed a ‘sail
ship for America: It took us jusf scven weeksxto cross the
ocean, and landed in Baltimore, Md. Then thelsame evening we
took the train for Lewiston, Fa., passing thréugh harrisburg,
Pa. Ue arrived at Lewiston, Pa. on a Sunday morning the 21lst
of May. It was the most pleasent ride I had in all my l1iife,
because it was spring, the trees were all in blossem and in g
my ncart it was spring too.

"Iy brother llenery who was 13 years older than nyself, wuus
living at Lewiston, Pa., bv whom I learned the ccoper trace,
staying there one year. 'he next summer I worked in a furnace
end the next winter I worked ut the cooper trade again, the
next sumner 1 worked on the railroad, and then 1 worked in the
lirekiln, there I got %1.25 a day and someiimes I got .:1.50
a day.

In 1854 my oldest sister got marcicd, on fhe 2lat of Aviusg
1654 they left Lewiston, Ya. and went to Columbys, "is,,later
on ny parents and I followed,then I found that the wapges in
«is. were not near so hizh g in Pa., but there wasg nlenty of
worl,

In the latter part of the winter I wont to Lowell, .'is,
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where 1 got work as o cooper a:ain, my sistéf cnd her husband,
hr. and i.rs. Ochwarsz being; quito poor and having debts on tho
farm, I gave them the last dollar I had and helned them all
I could , hocing corn and potatoes and in harvesting.

In the latter part of suamer I went to ﬂuscoda, Grant Co.
Wis., with a man who made vatent bricks of'lime & sand. If
I could have gotten my money right away I would have bought
me a farm there. That fall I swamn across: ﬁhe Wis. river
which was a mile wide ﬁhere.' That fall my father had ne
come home to Columbus azain, I stayed there ‘until the latterl:
part of winter. ‘ = j

I went to lMariemack, Vlis. to work as a cooper, while there
I also swamlacross the wisconsin river. We had a splendid fourth
of July there whecre all the.farmers came Gogether & hud a Baskct
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vbicknic . There were Bobtist, FMethodist and many othere, !
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and we had a good time. Three of my German friend:s & I wcre o
singihg some German sonys at'the picknic. In harvesting 1
helped my sister Mrs. Schwartz and in the fall I worked in
a lime kiln ‘for FKr. P. Miller about 3K miles from Coluzbus.
Then I bought TForty acres of land, one mile southeast of
Columbus, my parents wanted me .to stay on the farm, but that
was lonesome for ne & I wanted to see mofe 6f the world,and
&s the war broke out just then, I asked my parents il they
cared if 1 went to war, but they had nothing to say. so on
the 7th of Dec. 1861 I inlisted. e went to Milwaukee on
the 12th of January 1862 we stayed in Milwaukec unti the 31lst
of march 1&62. OUn that doy we left the state of llis, és a

Strong regemcnt, but many left it forever. Part of the time

marched on foot, and part of the time we rode on the train.
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-who was chot turourh his lung’
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We rode throupgh Chiicuro and Jt. louis to Pittsbury Landing

where we fought our first battle,on Sunday morning‘ﬂpril &th
1682, ‘'he southerners came with 80,000 against us bcing Bnly
(40,00 men) being the 18th W/isconsin, where I was in and the

16th Missouri & thel5Sth Jlichizan, in this gréat tattle , the man at
my right was killed and thec %

man at my left was wounded in his leg, and the ball that struck
the man behind me, just scratched my neck, this being the only
wound caused by a bullet that I ever recieved. Our regiment

had only between 150 & 175 men left, on the 7th of april we

got half of 30,000 men led by General Buell & General Grant,

We having 35,000 men left from the heavy battle of the day
before, this being 65,000 men in all, we madéfthe rebels leave
faster than they had came. I heard the man at my right say

on the day before the (jreat battle, by the 4th of July we would
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all be home again, yes he went home the next daj, but alas,
to eternity. I thought then (one thousand fell to my- right N
and 10,000 to my lerft). After the battle I had to stand'on
pickét for four hours in a heavy rain. Two men had to carry
provisions in napsacks, for the sick because so many were down
sick on account of poor water & food & on account of sleeping
on the ground. |

Ve then marched to.Corinth; where we had a few small battles,
soon after all the rebels but a few left Corinth. Ve then.took
posession of it without losing mony men, then we built forts
but they were so far apartd: we had notmen enQuGh to holé them,
50 thgy did not help us much. On the 3rd of October 18862
General Price & General Van Thorn came with 15,000 men, ‘ie
1lost quite a number of men that dey, some were woundcd & the

rest killed. /Among the wounded was my friend Ferdenand Bentoe
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in spite of all I could do for him he died after suffering
threuv wecks. The rebels ncurly ot the uper hand of us thuot
day but on the 4th of Get. they were obliged: to retrest because
we drove thiem way bacl: to licmphis, fenn,, thpn we morcucd
through [loly Springs,'& Appeville & Oxford ailways after the
rcebels, until they got help & then they came nftcr us. vhey
broke into Holy Springs, destroying all our .amunition &
provisions, then we marched back but they had gone so we went
too, so that we could g0 by water to Vicksburg & Jackson, -

‘e put up our tents on lake lrovidence near Providence we
led the water out of the Mississippi river into the lale by
mecans of a canal, so we could pass by water;;we vathed us there
in march, and in the forport of april we marched tc Jackson
[liss. on our way we saw three aligators. The men ahesd of us
had killed them already. Some of our men lost a waggon loaded
with regement hospital goods in the bay, Cornelious bevor &

I vere the only ones that saved the goods by diving into the
bay, the rest of them Qere afraid of the aligators.

“ie then got orders tc march before we got the last tent
out of the water, but in the morning.we'hadjto march after
the rebels, Ve crossed the Hisgissippi river & whipped the
rebbels at Grant Gu;f, & at Raymond,Port Giﬁson ¢: Jockson in

t attack with the Zrcd
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i.13s. where our brirade made the [fip
against the rebels ™ they socn had to surrender and we toolk
[ossession of Jackson the capitol of liiss. From there uc
marched with most ol are soldiors'to Champion liills on the
14 of lMay. And two days later we had a shor% but hard battle

driviny the Rebles back to hayes Bluff. Surins the nisht we
enclrcled them, and inr the next morning wien they waated to

%
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S00t a¢ us witih their conno:.. Cur bullets rained 50 Last on
thenr, as a hail storm ( o come of tlie rebles told us)'that
they had to pive up. Ye tock them prisoriers, but some of them
took to their hecls and ran, while the rest of them were
fighting at Vicksburg,, DBut on the 22nd of May, we surounded
them in their lort. B

We made thie attack oa them with the bayonat, but they werc
too many for us. Then we wanted to starve them out, but then
General Johnston was coming to attack us in the back, and we
ot orders to meet him in the night. The rest of tne arny 2 gy [ P
stayed by Vicksburg, but ours marched all night so the rebels
could not sce us move the next day. '

The next afternoon our cavelry men met with thercoels &
beat them bucl & e the infantry had marched. a good weys, so
we waited the rest of the nizht & rested, bub the néxt morning
we didn't see any rebels. ‘Ue sent thecavelrj out to find the

rebels but they went all of 20 miles to Yazo City but they
couldn't see any rebels. So on the 50th of may we marched baclk
to Hayes City & then to Vicksburg, but it was so hot that day
that most ol the soldiers droppedby the wayside on account of
the heatv, & when we stopped for dinner the officers let us
stand in the hot sun for some time, then we boys asked themn

if they wanted to kill us all, thenthey said,"Break the ranks
boys". '

On the 31lst of may we incircled the rebels in Vicksburg
and kept them there until the 3rd of July, then they were rcady
to give up, obut General firant wanted to wait until the fourth
of July, as we expected another attack. Ve had %o watch more
than ever, % men & myself had to watch the batteries all night
after we had watched all of one nizht & one day before irn
spite of all I could do,the rest of the men went to slecpn,
but there was only one man that came by that night, the next
day we took about 50,000 men vrisoners officers & all, wa_ons,
cannons, guns & all they had. After we had taken vosscssion
of Viclksburg I took sick but still I did my duty as well as
L eonld,

In the fall we got orders to march to L. woeky Arki., bus

-When we got half woys there I pot sick again & tho Doctor sent




re to the hospital in Memphis, I waos very siclt for about 2

months, then I got nermission to o home for a month., ‘Mcn I

was well again I went back to my regiment which was in [luntsville
Ala., d sad accident happened there as the wagon loaded with
amunition was crossing the railiocad track the}ﬁngon exploded killi
six men by blowing them all to pieces, I was one of them that

had to gather up those pieces, this was the hardest work I ever
done. 'Ye stayed in luntsville for some time working in town

and being on picket too, we did alot of drilling there %oc.

In the first week in march I was talzen siclc with fevor
again, I also had the bloody disentary, but Istill kept working
as best I could, our first sergent said "That'even if I was sick
I did my work as well as mahey of the rest and & better than
many others" .

One day I had to stand on picket in the main street, I
told the doctor to give me something to stop my disentery,
ba2cause the Generals & Officers were passing by every little
while, then the doctor said someone else should take my place,
dbut I told him that I would rather work than be idle .

. During the time we were in Huntsville, we had no trouble
whatever. ‘%hile therc we found what they call the sonsative
plant; if you touched it its lcaves would curl all up.

Then the rebels came and took possession of Huntsville,
but could not take the Forts, then we marched to Altona, Geo.
about two miles from town there ,was a railroad bridge which
we had to watck, half a mile from our camp a train had becen
wrecked. It had stopped to geﬁ wood, and another train came
and ran into the first one & smashed the train, wounding some
of the men. Then we had to clear away the wreckage,

There I made an oven of brick to bake brecad in, every %wo
days I baked bread enough to supply the whole company,

\ie stayed there until the 3rd of October, our ren thought
of building a bridgé, but on the 4th of Oct. the rebels came & _
we had to get into an old log cabin, built on’ purpose for shelter,
there were only &0 men of us and we had. to fight against a whole

brigude or (20,000) men.
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They thousht we uould give up pretty soon, but we wanted to
fight as long as we could, we killed 92 rebels & wounded a large
nunler too, but they only wounded three of our men & they shot
three or four times then they had to change their position
because we had killed their gunner & then they ‘were afraid to
come any closer to us, but in the afternoon a whole division
of robels come at half past four, having ten or .twelve cannons
cach bein(; a 10 or twelve pounder, and that was to great-a
-nundber for us, then General French sdid "couldent you take bhﬁ
few men prisoners before this time" Then the dbrigade General
told him we dident want to give up. Then the General said we
were brave men , but we had to surrender at 4 P.M. Oct. 5th .,

- The rebels did not treat us as bad as some that gave  up
easily. They told us that we were brave men and they would
like to have us on their side. They promised us good treatment
and that would be the only way to get out of prison. We had
to o with the rebels to Millan, Ga. there they put us in a
barbwire fence- 12 to 15 feet high, in our pen were high trees-
without a roof or anything over us, so we lay there until
until our folks came to close to us, then they moved us farther
south to I"lorence,S. C. where they put us in the same kind of
fence as before & all we -rot was a pint of coarse corn meal &

a teaspoon fullof salt for every twenty four hours.

In February our side came nearer again so they moved us
through ‘/ilmington, S.C. where I got aquainted with a German
southerner, he always told me where our side was, and when
they beat the rebels, then we were great friends. ' I'irst
enemys (because he was on the other side) then friends. I
always became bolder & was clear out of the ranks already, but
there was a Iriend‘of mine I wanted him to run away with me
so I went back to get him (his name was John Cook) but he
dident want to go, then I was so sorry that I had come back,
because we had to march avay again, there were 2 or three nade
a vow that we would run away that night. Ye marched from four
o'clock in the afternoon until ten at night, paséing over the
north east river, I soon seen the German southerner by my side
with four or five of his friends. Then I stepped out of rank
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and soon we were telling each other of our»pasf life. Then they asker
how they treated us. I told them bad enough, then they all
gave: me something to eat. After the rest of them went to sleep
this German took me off to one side& asked me 'if I wanted to

run away that night. I told him he couldent blameme if I did

want to run awady becuase my parents were qulte old & I couldent
work much & I had to loose my health here. We. sat there by

the fire sometime talking in this way, thens and then he said .

to me,"Why didn't you tell me this before when we were in
Wilmington; I would have.left you there, and dressed you in
southern uniform & if strangers should ask you who you was .n:
you could have said my name is so & so I belong to the 27th i
S.C. resiment Haywoods Brigade, and that you were sick and '
couldn't go along any more, then you could have stayed until

your own side came through there & then you wauld have been
alright". I told him it was °°~ too late for that now & we did

not know each other well enough then yet, but if your side havent
to many men on guard I could get away yet if not I could come

back again, and you let the rest ™ . believe that I had gone )
back to the prisoners again. Then I asked him if he wanted SR
to send a letter to his folks, I would take it along. But he said.
he would soon go home too, and not fight against the North.

" Then we both lay down to rest in appearance enimies, but

in our hearts we were friends forever, we never seen each

other here again or never will, but I hope we will meet in the
beutiful here-after where there would be no more war, only
Heavenly peace. I had laid mysclf down to rest but I could

not go to sleep because I was always thinking of running away

so. I got up and took the old road that led to the bridge.

Cn the other side of the road were a couple/of rebels on

horse, but it was so dark they couldn't see,l heard one of them
say,"l am glad that we are on this side of the river sa the
Yankees can't get us". Then I was still more in a hurry ta

get awdy, I walked until I got within two rods of the bridge,
there I saw three men on guard, at first I wanted to pass

%hem but then I secen four more on the other side, and even If

I could have passcd, those on the other side would have

caught me.. Sa I walked down the river aways until it was

21most morning.
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I thoucht I had to cross the river before da& light, then I
scen all tho robels with the rest of the prisoners acleep by,
the bridge. I passed a plantation there were two dogs but

they dident bark at me, I had to cross the river so I tied

. about 15 fenco rails and made a flat boat of.it , and croscsed
the North Last river.. I got accross alright. this was in the
morning of 25th of Feb. 1865. As soon as I jgot accrocs I
thanked God for his kindness to me. All that day I walked
through the swamp & cane until in the evening. I laid my tired
limbs to rest on a bed of fish pole cane, after I said my
prayers, I slept so sweet as though angels were garding my -
bed, but I don't think I had anything to eat that day. about
two hours after I went to sleep, I was woke Up by some shooting
near by.- I could hear the rebels retreating.until they came
to the. bridge then the shooting stopped, and- I went to sleep .
again.. At first I was disappointed because I could not get

out of the woods the day before, but it was for my own good

I didn't, a person dosen't know what is good for him but God
does. The next morning I awoke just as the sun was rising, I
thanked God on my knees for the sweet rest.

Then I took a railroad tie & rolled it in- the water to ride
on, in the edge of the.river, but the limbs were so low they
always scratched my cap off. Then I went in the center of the
‘the river, then all at once the tie turned over, I lay in the
water that was over my head. I had to swim for snore with my
overcoat on, and my blanket & all wet. I waded up ‘the edge
of the. river because the ground was solid there in the water
and on shore it was all swamp. I had walkéq that wa& for some
time then the ground became more dry on shore & I stepped out
of the river, and pretty soon I heard voices, but had to be
very careful, who I would meet. To my great joy it was 3 negroe:
who were dressed in blue uniform.. I went right up to them and
said,"Good morning boys. I am glad you have a fire here@?.I did
not know what they would say, then they told me they bhelonged
ta the 6th Penn. Reg. & one of them asked me if I had Anything
to eat, he was hungry, and all I had was one corn dodpfr that
I devided in four parts. & pgave each a piece, then they asked
me if I had any more I said I had a little corn mecal soaked
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for to cook, then they cooked it and gave me- some of it to eat
with some sugar on it, but I did not eat very much of it. So
I let them have the rest of it, because when I got back to my
Co.. I would get plenty to eat Then a Lieutanant came along

" there, he took me for a rebel spy but when I told him who I

was & showed him my testiment with my name G. Kurth, Co. I,
18th ‘Regement, lst brigade, 15th Army Corps;iThen we became
friends. I told him that the guard should stand single and
nat together or the rebels could kill them before they knew
it. The Lieutenant went with me aways to. show me the road to.
my Co.. Itell you I was glad when I saw the stars and strips
again. I met a troop of Cavelry men they asked me if I had

a pass, I told them I had none nor did I ask .for one where I
came from, they all laughed & let mepass on. As I was walking
along the road I camec. to some Negroes that were cooking sweet
- potatoes, I asked them for sorme, at first they wouln't give

me any , but when I told them I was a prlsonér they gave me
-more than I could eat. A little farther on I found a drunken
fisherman, then a general came that way, and spoke to the
fisherman who answered the General roughly then the General
was goling to stab him right through with his saber, but I
begged for his life & he let him go. A doctor told me , e
prisoners were the poorest y sadest looking laot of poeple

he had ever seen. At four O'clock. that afternoon I camae to

a house filled with peanuts, at first I was going to stay there
all night, then I filled one of my pockets with peanuts and

I traveledto. Wilmington. There I made myself known to
headquarters. They told me where I could get something to

eat & a place to sleep. There we lived free’ as a bird let out
of his cage.. But I would rather work than be idle so they

set us unloading brick. One day as I was unloading brick I
seen my prison companion John Cook, but they were still
treated as prisoners on our own side, John CooKe told me he
was very sorry when I gave him my cooking utensils that he
did not go with me. He knew well what my intentions were

but it was to late. Then they packed us all in box cars

‘and cent us to Annaoplis, Md. where we took a bath & changed
our clothes. From there we were sent in box cars to Clearville,

ld. where those who woere to sick to go further stepped out, so
T stepned qut too,.
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That is all I knew of mysell until. four or five days later I
came to myself again & found I was in a hospital, what they

had done with me in those Eoys I cannot tell. I had sacrificed
my health for the union. Vhen I awcke I was' very thirsty, I
did not know what to. do with myself for thirgt. I saw ancther
soldier drinking beer from a bottle. Oh, thfI wished I could
have some too! But they wouldn't give me even water to drink.

My voice was so weak I could hardly speak,'eithor they could

not or would not hear me. As I got a little stronger I crept
. to where they kept water and beer, during the night. That helpe
me more than anything else. I grew stronger every day then.

I soon was able to start for home. Only home to see my frien
once more, the cars had started already, but-they saw me coming
as fast as my weak legs would carry me, they stopped for me so
we went from Cleargville toward home, but I .was still so thirsty

We reached Milwaukee on the 30th of March and I thought
with a sad heart,"ilow just 3 short years ago we had left
Milwalkee a strong & healthy regiment & now there were only
a few left, and from those few the most of those came home
with broken health to our Badger State.. -

The most of our Regiment was resting down south in thei=
graves. VWith tears running down my cheeks & kneeling down I
I thanked God for my-life that he had spared it, even if I
was sa close to death mary*a-time. _

So I reached home at last, and my friends were all ready
to waiton me. One always wanted to do mure ‘than the other,.
but I was sick for a long time yet. Then I had all the beer
to drink I wanted, because my brother Henery had a brewvery.

At last I gat well again, but never as well as I was before
 the war. Many that saw me when I came home: looked at me with
a sad heart, and said I was nothing but a shadow of what I
was when I left home, at that time they quafreled,(cach wanted
ta do the most for me). But now it is different wve are closer
to eternity than before. Aperson never thinks earnest enough
af the future until his end is at hand, and, we all go home to
that Heavenly mansion. Will we all see each other again? -

Ch, I hope cach one of my relations will think of this
question before it is too late. Amen..



