' Camﬁ éfiffin Ve. _Jan.:Brd,11862

Bear Mother

Happy New Year to you with all the rest of our folks__ f-

;'heare T am in old Virgin at the commencement of the new vear

enjoving good haalth and many_other-blessinga for which I am’

very thankful. Though perhaps I do not merit so many blessings o

still T am endevering ‘to do my dutv to my country.f. The
: m;ﬁnj'_;.Plover boys_are.all;well at_present.;_New_Xﬁars d&f Pﬁﬂﬁed:"_;
‘with us slowly and wearisomelly awéy -1t was the ibneliest
day I have seen in camp, we had no drilling to do in fact
-ﬁo;duty at all to perform, There was a prize of $5.00 - '
for ﬁhb.bgst :unner'the same for jumping and wrestling
( i ':and climbing:ayéreased pole and $10;00.fpr catching a
greased and_ﬁﬁﬁved pig. our regt gainedaall of the prizes
excepf*iorlclimbing the pole, But I felt but véry_iittle
1nteré;ted aé my-thoughtslwere-far,away_Ebut dear mother do. .
'not'think'that I am unhappy orithat'I-do;nct like soldiering.
for there is nothing in this or any other world that would
tempt me to leave the service untill this damnible rebellion
"is crushed and our once honored flag shall agaln floet over the
'QJDitbl of. each and every seceding state of our once proud
renublic, butuwhen that ‘time will be time alone can tell
'god'hasténitheudéy;'fof to. tell you the truth about it this

. soldier 1ife;is_the-most disagreeable of all thlngs. 'to Be i

r' subject to the rule of a petty old fool is ‘some thing that




’_this child dces not admire for I‘was batter brought up,_
s But our Cant has & great responsibility resting uuon his’

houlders there fore T feel it a duty to over look many of

his-faults;an@ltrygand do-my'bast to pleas As for myself I héve
.neééf?héd ahy;trouﬁle with any of our officers but many of .
the boys do not like him and there fore do not try to pleas him
as ﬁuch3asﬁthej"should buf we-do not have very serious times and
" thére fore kneed give yourself no uneasuness about our
2 welfaref~ There had been some: Urospect of old Johhy Bulls
-iﬁtgrféfring*butzf_do.no think they will as our government have
released Masﬁnuahdisiidell gnd they have no benefit that'aﬁerf
‘- for 1ntarfgfring pqt,hef_gympathyfis_wholely with tha south
l“.andwit:iéwiﬁpéss&bls-ﬁd tell ﬁpét.shSPmay-da; .16t her come -
‘she will not .find us HoToly unﬁgepared__r for one wil;h;11k57

to help give her a dubbing which she so justly deserves.

“{ There féféome'prosﬁéct of" our having;a battle “here before many
‘days Qs tha.reﬁﬁéls are not a&tisfiedﬂwith the result of the
" battle of Dranesville We are in good condition and ready
;- for them. at any moment they gsee fit to pitch in but I have
Qwrltten.more than.you_will_wish_to read and I will clase for
this time I anm: glad to hear that MT Smith and lady are liveling
:at'oﬁr house for they will be a” great deal of comnany for you.

i'I wish that 1t was practicable for" you.to go to Bath this wInteP B

e but‘brother (Jan uth) mees seems to think 1t 1 best for you. to-

”*fwait a.while LB had,a Ietter from Cousin Dwight Warren a feW"ﬁﬁ

'Vf_days 51nce he says the relatlves 1n Bath are all well and that

““ffsUncle Hiram.and son have gona to Albany to join a calvery'

.ffcomnany He says that the-Bath boys are-in.the 23 regt they G

"”ﬁf are ‘at Munson.hill which 1s about 5 miles from_here'-r.s




'go3hnd see them‘in a'féw”dajs“
this mornlng and is mendlng hls
mother ‘very much for we have no

J but we will do our best to crush

we mey some home once more to enjoy the society of:our_m;f}H 

friends_
‘good by for this time your affe

R W.Walker
to his mother Gretia K Walker
" Pleass write soon as convensat.

inguiring friends

 Frenk coma’ _f picket guard

pants today. WE miss our

one to mend our-clothlng'T'

this rebellion qo.that 1 g

ctionate son

"give my love to all of our
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Camp Griffin Jan5th 1861 (1862)

Brother James

; You: letter of Dec 8th  was duly received and perused with pleasure.
As it is sunday and I have a little leisure I will write a few lines
though I have but little news to write you. We are all well at present

- the wether is quite cool which makes it rather disagreeable standing

picket - Packard, Beech and tucker were on guard last night. Curran,
Russell and Densmore to day. it seems to be the oppinion of many that

there will be lots of fighting before many days. I do hope that = :-

Preperations are nearly complete for a general advance. Mason & Slidell

have been released and old England I think will not pitch in - it seems
that the rebbels are greatly disappointed for that was their onlyihbpe

~of success = that: hope is now crushed and they will have to look to

some otherISOurce for help. We will from this time on know what the
laws are in regard to neutral posts powers etc it has settled a great
question and M}._Seward had made his name immortal as a statesman.

I have a'paper containing his letter to Lord Lyons which I will send
you. Sam and Harwy giban have been transfered to the 18th regt and

will start for home.in a few days. I think such papriotism as they

posgss amounts to but little in times like these - their transfer has
been obtained wholely to the view of holding an office in that regt.
Harry said to me this'morning that he would hold no office unless it'
was a commishioned office and he nor Sam are fit for a private if old
Colonel will aid them to an Sffice. I hope he will go to hell
Hanchett was here a few dayﬁ since = he looked as hale and hearty'as
ever. I think it has been through his influence that the boys have
been transféred the P; over boys say if it is so they will never glve
him their vote agaln ‘that is my fix i

The boys have not been transfered nelther will they. I think our Capt
has done better for some ‘time past then usual if he will only prove
himself to be a braVe man it is all right but a coward and a tyrant

is not the man to govern soldlers at this enlightened age of the world

I am sorry to hear that the Grand Rapids boys do not like their Capt.

a drunken man has no business commanding or infact in the army at all. -
Whiskey would caus ‘more trouble add falality in the army than all other
evils combined. Clarence will make a gallas soldier without doubt .



it seems that ___Lee has given up his profession and is agoing to

farming Bully for the:scivm of Blackstone I guess that Backelder.

had better do the same., I will sent you some more money in a few days

as we are to b paid off this week. Tell Mother that if she wants a
beaux not to take up with any such_stoqk as Mitchell but wait and take

a galiant soldier who has had the fortitude to stand for their country
there are many enjoyments and priveledges which a soldier has to dispense
with ©but who would not relinquish all enjoyments. yea every pleasure

- and devote every energy of his being for the attainment of the objective

which is pariﬁount to all others the supfeasion of this damnible

rebellion and the reunion of'thiﬁ great republic: But I will close

for this time write as often as convenient from yaur Brother
RWWalker

JWWalker ' '

Brother Jim
Reese Just came in & read above to me _also requests me to fill

the remainder of the sheet. I sont know as T know anything that will
interest you. T will say that I adopt most of the above however a

part kneeds to be modified mate viallys I am sure I do not enjoy

Sammy nor Harvey in the least. In their new situation their talents

~will have a chance to be placed in a more conspicous light & no doubt
‘they.will be better apreciated there tham here The Messrs Alban have
that firm confidence in selfs which ié a fore runner of success.
pecuniarily perhaps Sammy will not be benefitted for of late he has
been doing quite a paying business selling franked envelpes which he

_ féceived from_Hanchett_.Inwthis_transferr & promotion we seg_how

.. patriots politicians & others benifit themselves & friends on their

~ countrys calamity & to the eneficiéncy of the army I am gladto see
man go:. for their imbecility & self blinding confidency_éoupled totally

unfit them for ever a privates place in this Regt. Putty men & bass

wood- gumms at a respectable distance I would much more fear. but

; ennugh of this - I find I cannot express my admiration in English ig it
-spprlslng that I cannot. To say is the coolest of the winter the-'
mercury stands at 10 degs above zZero, Why did not Clarence £9: a5 % et
soldier Instead of putting hlmself on a level with the neErG— but the _;13
drum for dress parade sounds & I will close I will, send 8 or 10 dollara s

home as soon as paid Jim how is that has Ada any reason for being

jealous of Mother _ -
: : FRWalker i
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= e Ca.mP Gbiffin Jan\l‘a\t_\
‘.' Broth James g. - ; ' - gtk %
_ I received your letter night before last and was glad to h eaﬂ\
that you were all 'ell// The Plover boys are all rell//f We are

_,having easy timas now days nothing to do but stand our turn at _

. guard which comes about once in dour days-_for ‘the prlvates/fmy turn
about once in Io;days//gs,regardé;the transfer'_l do mnot re a cents .
~worth neither do many-bf the other boys. stili”on scmg%ccounts'it
would be desirable we should be able to visit our friends and as
Col A is a man of some" zkfeﬁ his style would suit the boys better
‘than Cobbs does// But for the going home part that is -played out
it is’ true that & soldiers life is not the pleasantist but it suits

~me :wegﬂ_enough for the present. - government has called for 75,000
"\[dL: for the regular #rmy/éhose-who are in the Vol service can go
if they choosg//I have some thoughts of pitching in my sel;/ém.nbt
decided yet what is your mind in regards tO'it// Col Friedmans
Cavalry were but on a scout Friday and our regt were.out to support
them’ they captured'}O Rebbels equipments and bi%a 3/éheir guns

~ were of a superior quality/colts K‘?LO}UH'\‘-’E’_ rifles worth- .375 .00
a plece the war is surely but slowly drawing to a closef"hat will
becoma of us EEEE-' soldiers when this war terminates/ ynu Bay you
have not received any money since, last pay day’%he mail was robed of

f 11 letters between our post office and general Hancocks Headquaters//
Col Eneries hostler had been detailed( as mail carrier) and in the
morning he started with the mail/&t was vary foggy an impossible
"to see a man at any distance/fh; boy had been seen to have quite
a quanity of money prevous to this time and ¥w& therfore the letters
were counted when delivered/ he was arested and is now in the guard
house,  waiting his trial'JI heard the esterday that he had acknowledged
that he had taken letters beror?/the quainder of his term with
ball and chain to his leg will do him//;a received Addies likeness
it is?\\'good one tell her it is an /AJF'ST/MH;{:‘J.J:. ' treasure ﬂive Iﬂl\
love to mother and all inquirlng friends

I suppose you have heard when this war ia to clos?/ I guess whe

£

our government gats out of money then will ©peace
-1 am very respectfﬁlﬁnggﬂr' ‘Brother

JWWalker write as soon as convenient ; -
SH*K'.-E":-_, PS I hope 01d Col Alben will not put himself out of his Iay for our s

= for we can all paddle our ogh canoces &
This is the flrst pleasent dav we have had far civ -ﬂnlm)d A about 18

b_-
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Brother James - 36 L%(Q
: iour favor came to hand last night and was read with
' interest and llsteneu to by the DOySs h pleasure especially that
‘portion which re “v:fhe transren/fi: boys all seem to be vary
‘muchflated wlth the idea, i nave talked with all of the boys about
1t and they say 1811 Col 4 that they are with him heart and hand.
and if such a transfer can be brought about it will gratify them
vary much to have him do his utmost to bring it abnnt ‘and that as
‘500m as practicabl for my part I am not vary paticular on some
‘accounts i would rather remain wioere 1 am. . but as our uapt is a dmed

Camp Griffin .f.__.JI

i

_'uéa-old s i ool 1 am WiLLlns 10 lake a cvransier PLeas 1n1u;m"
Ay 8oL A\HH___#,Jifo the mind of the boys as soon as possible and if
'u it is*heceasary for us to take any step in the matter write immediaﬁimly

Ogr regt is now under @arching orders and will move as soom
as the wether will ?ermig/fii has rained nearly all of the time
: for two weeks past and the roads are allmost impbssible /- £ ‘we do not
L) know where we are going but I think it will be towards Monassas
Jim 1f we couldﬂhaz; one gaod fight and scoop them at
Monassas and wipe out the stain of the Bull run disaster I'would
be willing to be transfered transportad or any thing else and frlom
all appearances we are to have a ‘general adVance and - s
had better look Iilf///Jim this rebellion cannot 1ast ‘more than _
rive or six months onger, ; donnot believe but time alone can tell.
Jim I sent you $10.00 but as the mail was robed the next morning
it dis doubtful whether you get it Frank lost 15,00 of his money
and T had to divide with him,f’%ut I must closqfror this time '
pleas write immediately your_ &
JWWalker Vi -~ RWWalker
3 .T*hoae . |
For a transfer are

H C Russe}ll Roswell Beach N
J B do Wh S. Lucker ¥
,P- R W Walker __ Gao ¥ Hale k&},
F R wynnn S C Glover E '&E
u.

_C. M Dinsmore .
Henry curran
JeBRP Aviesa-

e RNy
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: : : Camp Gtiffin Feb 23 *Li;bxz"
Brother James
iy ' Being in the humor I will write a rew limes&o you' _
'tnougn I have nothing vary interesting to write }#' We are all well as .
, usual and getting along as well as usual and that is well enougn,/
‘;-We have plentfy e ) 8 fodder such as At ig//plenty of ZEIIXXXX /guard E
duty to do and plenty of cheering /- news from the out of late M
Secession stock is on the decline and treason is goin%éorn g
you are in Receipt of the glorious news of the surrender ot forts
Donaldson Henry and Roanoke Island Clarksville and it is currantly
_ -‘reportéd that Savannah has been given | -
) ;..;.'". hurran” _le_ ohnson proposes to surran@é:‘Nasnville,on conditions ,,“;

that%ﬂgbgnt ' shall be respected but I guéas that old
General Grant knows his gait and 1 think he will dictate the terms 2

/ c_;..&.?wquL a
of surrender” surely our cause ig brightening Floyd the curren

old thief stole away trom tort D-/ﬁim he is an old one but we will
get next time//Jim you seemed to teel rather blue when you last _

)- wrote m/ I hope the glorious news irém the south will cheer you a
little/for ‘my part I am feeling quite welg//,you spoxp of my not
qccuping a more lucrative positiog;’it is true tnat it wouid be
more desirable were 1 getting a luentenauts pay but I aspire to
no position above my ability and pernaps 1 am better tiYed tor a
private than any other positio§/at least 1 consider‘ﬁﬁ,lt a grelu
privalege to be able to serve my country in the capacity ot a _'
private. but it is indeed provoking to see some of those snott§

"+ occuping positions which they are tetlly unfitted for.

there is some prospect of our moving but it is uncertain when or
where we Bhall-gq;ﬁ"Jim I guess the patriote ot the 18thregt will

' have but little €@hance to distinguish them selves in the service
of their countr_sﬁbh engagements as th&t one you propose of is
about'thé sort they best addﬁﬁﬁd tq/’ I hear that the Flag that thay ;
_swore to preserve and protect was lost before they got to _Za‘ﬁaz‘“zﬁigé;
rather a ricn joke”'I would.like to see the crowd that could get' 7

our flag// good knight
‘ﬂ, pleas write as often a?KLHVenent write KWalker
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'"TBrother Jim e
I am at present about three. mlles from Alexandrla.' When we were at T P

w

'.Camp'Near Alexanérie7“'
_March 20th 1862

flint hlll I began a letter to you but we ‘were ordered to leave before

I had time to complete it. Now ‘that I have a llﬁtle spare time 1 will 'L_.
‘make good use of it for it is vefry'probable for the next few months .
‘that my ehances for writing will be féw: This Regt’feceived the 1arge
Sibley tent yes & as yesterday there is but 5 to.a company there . is- ‘about
20 in each tent. We are all verry well consldering the marchlng &
drilling & little eating & sleeplng that,we have done during the 1ast

two weeks

" The long talked of advance from which 80 much was expected looks - llke

a great farce & every body is d15ap01nted Troops are embarking daily
at Alexandria. We sahll probably do so in three or four days.

Reese is at Alexandria he has charge of the brigade sick. -he;left
us at flint hill & conveyed the sick-by RailRode from Vienna to where

they aow are he will probably stay untill we embark.

I should not wonder if you did complain of my not answering your letters
I w1ll_try and net give you reason to in futur but -I see no reason for
Sue's doing so for I have been morelpugctual'in anewe:ing'her letters

than she has mine

I see that it it impossible :to wrlte anythlng passable in the mldst

of so noisy & disorderly a crowd as this Sue spoke of the rally on the
sutler & asks if it was the plover boys No the majority of the Regt
were engaged in it, the reverse of what Sue said that Mrs. Baker said
.that Mr. Baker said that hank Curran wrote is.true. That is all were
sober except Curran '

‘We have not been paid off yet perhaps it wlll be a monthe before we
‘shall be ; _ ' ]
I recd, a letter from Mary a few days since -elso one from Frank Warrenf&
Aunt Mary Ann & Sue I have not answered them_yet eo_you'mﬁst excese

me this time on account of writing to them
The Plover boys send their best respects

2% FRWalker

/p_// rnotten That cery fifecly, we. ot be Fome shout

7%&::;_ iﬂdn?ﬁ‘;’f f—‘/ﬁ it oser,
/—\h{)r: et i 35 %n, an asswer as _,_/ Cetin 5714,@
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ey . A?ril I 12th ( \& L’g\\

Camp near Yorktown

‘Dear Brother  Your letter was received 1ast night and 'read with deep

1nterest for it has been a long time since we had recelved one from homE

.y I 4
. We are all well atf present and are expectlng fun e?ery dayﬂwe are now .

.nearer the enemy than at any previous timﬁ//ﬁe ‘had -a slight skirmlsh tith

-them last Sunday but one man in our Regt was wounded and but slight at-

“that/Ve were reconoitering their work%//ﬁar‘fgjineﬂrs were'wlth us and
/ S ——— E————m—

got a fine view of their torks which are vary forminabl .gbme of our

takei understand that we are to have a. hundred morters of the largest

' besfﬂ:é;icers think they are stronger than at Manassas but they will be

';extnnd entirely from one river to the other

calibre,  McClellan is here in person//re are situated on a strip of land

bl

or peninsula between the York and Janes Rivers’ the enemies fortifications' e
We have taken a few prlsfbneri///r

they report: thnt the fort Donaldson and Manassas troops are here. the more

the better I hope that they will concentzate all their forces here then

we will.clean them out and this cursed and cruel rebellion hill cease to

exist//I long for the time we have had rather tough times since we came

here it has rained naarly all of the time untill yeaterday and the roads

are in an awful conditiog‘it was all most impossible to transport : '

provision but the wether and roaéa are ﬂnproving and we have plenty to .

eat now and our Brigade has been ordared to ‘the rear to rest for a few

days We had been in the advance ever since we came here and had all of the

acouting and picketing to do We have hean ‘highly complimented b? our

Generals for our coolness and fortitugde whil under the fire of the emeny.

If they do not shoot closmser that they did that day I guess that we shall .

come Qut all rig%}/it did not disturb any equilibrium in the 1eaat’71 have

at 1ast 'been gratified in apy longing disire to shco‘t at the &ursed

/i made him jump whether I killed him or not I do not know

7
as_the briers and brush were guite thick and we were ordered to cease
TRENG

we did not wish to bring on a ganeral engagement heare cheering

news from all guaters and you may expect to hear sonething from.here ‘before
‘long/we are all confident of success and hope ere many weeks to plant

the stars and stripes in the confederat capitq}/%ut I must close pleas-
write as often as possible stamps are var“ scarce here mq love to Hother and
Addie and all of my sistersﬁ& remain your affectionate Brot er

‘JWWalker : RWWalker : '
PS, 1 saw ( ared Smith and George Monele and had a. long talk with them 7

yesterdaﬁ/they send their best wishes to you- they are in our ﬂivisicn ‘We am.
in Smithe division Keges corps Hanchcks Brig. sl
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J f.. : : Camp neear Yorktown b
e : April 12th, 1862 e

Deer Mother, Brother ana Sistere

Reese had been writing and ‘as. it iS'next to 1mp0351ble fg;

: to get stampe here I will write a few 1ines and enclose
them w1th his. s addresa you all for the reason that I
heve not thme to write vou SEperately Since we begen to
‘;mOVe I have becOme so deeplv indebted 1n.the letter 1ine:§if.
 thet a3 am afraid that I shall neVer become solvent if we
__continue to move Wthh no doubt we shell I ehell not SRR
be able to write often but you must not feel uneesy ebout
us or discontinue writing on the account for it w111 alweys :
be & pleasure to hear from you. The place 1in front of us
"-): A is seid to be another Gibatalters whicn alw?ys prevents
:thie ermY'frcm advencing-on Richmond but at the tlme we';u?
- ceme here there is ‘110 doubt what ever that two or threer”
e not hsve teken 1L.- bul-you. can rest e
assured that McClellan will glve the enemv amnle time to
either remove every man gun and pound of | retions or |
'-fortlfy snd reenforce as they see fit OH but Mc Asia .
(Wsi£p)
-napoleon., Scott is no where with him end we must not
' critasize or question the wisdom of his plans, but we o
must eontinue to laude and praise him we must cling ﬁo es
we elweys have with a blind edoration but to tell the truth

AP Al had done as McClellan had done the government would have




been recognize& 4 f étfll belie?é”wé”ﬁillséome out.

“'?f' of thlS struggla all: right for in my oninion any man of

GOmmcn sense if he 'had never seen an army could with the

army that- we have beat the enemy evevy tima - Sl 2 x ; 5 ._. 

But as I have no time to spare I must draw this to a close
The Plover boys are all well G Packard has quit carrylng

- a gun and gone to work in the Hospital, Wm, Lucker is

teamstar,_his mules- run away with him about a week.since

and hurt his back but not seriously.

i 5 Russell says tell his folks that he—is well and in

good spirits.T he rsad a letter frOm Marv last night but

&-;says she will have to wait SOme time for-an.answer as he

has no stamps and can not get any. - 

I close by aendlng much 1oxre to you all ‘and hope you will S=a .
ive ‘as easy and enjoy vourselves as well as possible in :

times like these

| F R. W&lker-
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Camp near Yorktown . May 15t

Dear Brother
—

Having a little leisure I improve it in writing. We are

 well at present.  Frank has been sick with cold but is getting bettel/

there has been no fighting to speak of since we have been here_

We are looseing some of our pickets nearly every day by the eﬂemiés
sharp shooters.. illard ras‘;hot vesterday through the body and

died last night. 1 see that the 18th regt has suffered severl%& death
of {1013{‘,15 a sad loss to the community in uhich 'he lives. Plovers

C
has lost many of the noble sons I fear/but such are nme ﬂ ‘war.

And we must not ‘murmer. ~ Neworloans is now in aglgq-yposession ‘our troops
in the South West have been '.vary successful, how our department will come
out time alone can tell fwe now occupy the position that Washlngfon army
did in 1781 the enemy ire strongly entrenched and we a:-h-ﬁ probably
have a warfi time of@before waays. I have not herd from home in

ong time /Pleas write /We received two months pay yesterday and
were mustered for pay again/there is two months more due now/
I will send 20 dollars to you by express as the rmails are uncertain.

‘give my love to all of our folks‘ an write as soon anﬁ/often as possible
'one of our company died last night with. fever write write '3

Yours truly

R W Walker
J W Walker _
8s e/::ort just camp in to camp that Richmond is taken I hope ‘W
be s0 : .
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il note ::[’rom CQusin JohnD. Wan{er to J W Walker i .

i ﬁo. Carolina
Roanoke, Island , _
HCamp Dicklnson '. 'E]H | ,hﬂay-2n6/52

S Dear Cousin

I nowltake mj-ﬁéh in hand tooﬁrlte:a fowlliﬁes to you.
; I am well I hope this may find you the same, I em 2 5oldler
. in the New York 89th ‘Regt I enlisted o Nov. T staid A, .
- Elmira 3 weeks. We then went to Washlngton. i | staid there"
”:hmoeoks-andwfhoh joined “the burnside Exoedition 1anded on
Hatoeras Island ﬁas there 5 weeks I then ceme here.
e have seen’ & good oeal I have no small share-of oardship
to encountor but when I think that it is duty thet called so
~meny - £o lezve friends and home assotiations I feel ﬂo +nolotioo.;'
to murmer but. stand bodly in defence of the Union for if you
oould be here I see what villiany is in the, Hebbels your
:.-blood would boil A week ago Saturday we u,OOO strong mede
:an ataok on 3 OOO Rebels they were behiné ‘breastworks and
we had to charg bayonet and drive them out the.engagement
.rlastod aboot one hour and e mao who had been in é'battles
' seid it was the hottest act... bed been in. Our Joss 20
killed and TO woulded ‘Rebel loss 60 killed and 150 wounded
It started‘me some bhe first round but when I began tO run
ofver the dead snd hounded 21 could have went up and planted
the flag on thelr breestworks for all fear banished but the _
balls flew like rain gnd the Rebels to for we &are bound to
go through,- Leonard is at York Town 'in the N Y 1?th Regt -

-'.I tbink'ﬁhon that place and Norfolk is taken this war will




Iose & Our folks were all well the last I herd from home.-

: ,If Rgese is in the war I would like to ‘have you send me
adrssa Regt & Gompany for I‘lika to hear from friends and i
maybe he-is-near'hear but I must close for-the Drum begins__';
‘to beat give my respects to all and excuse poor writing and
:spellin : erte soon as you get thls and let me know how
war matters are 1ooked upon in your‘parts '

| : from X‘our Cousin- ,

John D, Walker

to_J.H.walkgr

Fdrtress Monroe - :
' Burnside Expedition
89th Regt. N.Y¥.V.
7 OO .

P.S. ther is'no postage qtampSghera.to be had

N T M : .
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Camp near Lees Mills Va, May,ﬁrdeBGE

uDear Mother,- Brother & Slsters
T take my pen once more to let. you know that I am still in the

land of the 1iV1ng although it is some time since T have written to any
“of you.. Also to let you know that I rceive & am thankful for the letters
& papers.sent me We have receive most of ‘the numerous or rather the
_-many different accounts of the battle of 7Shilo & the troops

engaged their conduct & suffering &c&c and Wis this time has suffered
se?éfly but great as is the loss, terrible as the sufferihg is it is
selfish to wish it otherwise & if we did under the circumstances we
could not expect it to ‘be gratified _;_
.~Plover of course is in mourning & well she may be Many will now'kﬁbw'-
what real trouble & suffering is But comments may be made by
thousands & sfill_the'half will not be told, no explanations will
"satisfy, no consoling words will be sufficient T will not particulariz
fhere has been to many incidents of interest .Some painfull & shocking
sights that have come under my notice since I have been on this
;peninsula if I had time & better descrlptlve powers I would give some
of them.  from what I see & hear preparations are being made for an
~attack on the enemy here & but I shall not be supprised if the is not
made in a monthe or six weeks. “About two weeks ago we had talk with
the rebel pickets every time we were on: picket some ( one or more of
us) would talk reaaonable & when they agreed not to fire at one other
for a certain length of time or while talking they would not brake :
brake their words. Others would talk nothing but abuse & backgardiém.
& now & try & sell or catch some of us & wonld invaribly fire at any ;

of our boys whenever nportunity offered, their word to the countrary.
This conversation is now strlctly prohibited Burt Mlllard was shot
while on plcket a few days slnce, he lived but a few ‘hours, the bullet
'entered a few inches above the. heart he bore his suffering as a man
of iron nerve & will onely could, while he was suffering all the human
can suffer he talked to his friends & those that came near. He said
he was satisfied & feared not to die

But ;I must close for I am oh'gﬁard & it is nearly time for me to go on
post Day before yesterday we first rece1vad the news of the fall of
New Orlans from rebel sources

“W1th Much Love to all

.1 remain yours &c FRW:

T



xww Tﬁugiﬂ_ w\ !N.QRQ F@x&h@ﬁ%@ L\S\

3 3@%\15 Vaa o wm\%& & w&wq&\ \w\d\}% of
%\w\ § \Q&xﬁd v3@§ .w.w\ v%ﬂw&

S %33.“ L,.\ JEQ Q
)7/ a _ G k\\%ﬁ q& | \E%

£
'\;:-..

\ m w NL“ > @u“mu\q.l\m\. \\‘.ﬁ.\u\V m_.. ,IJx\,..: \ .n.v. _ . \\.\

Kh\uxm‘. D\FN .wt\\\ ._.TﬁQ .YOJQ@&Q rwﬁw&k\\ ﬂ i “_
; @:\\q& DRIUIT: d\w 7 7 b
\us!m Eﬁ\xmm 4

i P
7 i v mmJ huuws ymp
s %w ngﬁm\ux J\S.\Q\S\&g Jéq@.,_..__...._
@\ "% %ﬂ% ga% h

I i 7 _ : : _
34 . . 's Wik re I




ﬁ O s

\§END @Joii@g\@

w.3.....4 i

EQ 7
.F@\x\ Rade B

_...u_.___.__ .J& wq \.\N\x\

_
b

i /
\_E ,8133 e

| \Ra Rett<3, %&M\x& \\u g X NWM\SNNS&% .S,:E%

.__\. e

_ ”__P

it Al

2@@

i 3%\ S\Q .\55._
II,KV I\S IWS@\ Sﬁm\ R\V\rﬁ

Ve Qﬁ\w qaauwu:\_?ﬁxﬁ_.b@ _S\\\@\\v e@\gﬁg R\.&\VR

=

\?@g 777"

! ....._. .u) w JJ \\ﬁ ﬁ_..\g\._”...

&u\x gg\m\ $3§ 3[\\ (ﬁu&%ﬂi
v\rﬂ S\S\u

\%\3\& |

Kﬁw \% NQ :%\T

\Q?Q@Qﬁx a

.yi?n\q\s\ wfg \J

\“ VLT 2 6

.J.!w.u

\t_ .\\ .v\wbw@ \\\E\Sﬁ‘_\sk\\s\ v\a\m D &s

TP _GY N VSJQ.Q A5

fm% m.\mro\.w V\q uﬁu\%ww ﬁ% o~y v ﬁ....”..

\\u XPN%.M xw_jeﬁxwi mw\w\\.
= P DY Jﬂos\_\x@,\

Quﬁﬁa@

\_wﬁu\ @ E\W W@x& 0) 4O %w@\\q\@

Y 3

Y MB\\M P uw,___.
Y )7 a.\m\r\&xmg_ 3?&
(\ ! #

YD Dy kI
n\@ ﬂmw\\_w GJ\NQ\NL\VNMNﬁ\I&\I

yr w \\\qfu\,ﬁvb\j\

um\\ ﬁ?a&ﬁ vuﬁij\ :ﬁf\*ww\ .ﬁ& N\ p20 wmsx
wﬁ% M@J\dﬁqv& A\S\w % JQH\F\S ;\S\\

\.g\\ﬁ\qg,ﬁwﬁ L\va Mm

Nw\vii\\k%gu ,3_332. B E@@L
]

mf

3@ XL 1:5\\6 \\ r\r\u\d_ M\\ @Q@J\&%d@

i g\w\g 1egm e P e
_ L@Sx el Ty ,w.so iy ﬁgb&

w§ %ﬁmwﬁg

1 12
i
|5 ‘ A ‘-_ s
.% s i “ 5
Fo e - -“ , e
. B &

1

e \%\x@ Py w%\%%é

b 10 :@E\\ 3;2% MS\@,M\ &\QLQ\W Vv
gﬁmﬂ 775 ) é&% g\ L

ﬁ ;

..Wm\ Q\N\u&v\. ?\\% “S\w %\3 %. ﬁxﬁ.\a\u\@ Q\S\
\&\ms w&j s:& 3&&&3\3:&# t\&\ J%M\o
%&i\uﬂ?ﬁ N.. \\ Qﬁ QD Gﬁw



~June Elst;liBQEI."

Dear Mother . _ T
_ Reese had been Writlng and . | will put in a line :

: with his._ I am thankfull for Your ‘kind 1etter also for'

 those James Writes. - Tell Sue Adua and Gratia to write and

R B try some day to meke up to you for all my negligence.

I have been. unwell for about a week but 1§ 1 will be onely .3

ferva short time. G Tt e : _ 1 '

We were paid. off some time ago and T have little money that

I can spare. but I deem it prudent to wait untill T get a chance

to send by express rather than risk it by mail.

Reeee saw one ef the 13th N.Y., ‘he’ eald that S. walker was

Itaken sick 1&5£ £&11 T believe and sent to Phillidelphis.

rAs I em rather weak 1 will write no more this time. -

-GiVe my love te all frlends reserving a portion to vourselves.

F R.Walker

e L e
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e v ' Camp near Harrisons Landlng
: : July 17th 1862

'Dear Brother :
Your letter eas read this mornlng and I seat my self to reply

I have no news of importance to write My health is good and the Plover
~ boys are all usually well "You seem to be feeling rather blue on account
"of my being wounded "I think I should have written the partlculas

I received a slight wound in the neck the nlght previous to our-

leaving Chickahomany our brlgade ‘was on the picket line to support the
pickets in caée they were attacked. there was hard fighting going on
to.our right and it”was_ieared'they would try and break-through our
-lineé but we were to well prepafed for them they commenced shelling

--us a bout 2pm and kept it~up about:4 hours -doing but little damage. - - -

.Abaut 1 Oclock a large force of infantry was brought forward and
commenced firing.at-a distance .of 30 rods. but we replied promptly
Tand withtelling effebt for they soon skedadedled in this engagement
‘we lost but few men a man by the name of Ripley and myself were the"
only ones wounded in our company I was hit by & musket ball the force
of which was spent otherwisw it would have completely cuf'myrfhroat
it coused but a :slight wound it was quite sore for a few days but
'is well now. our 1loss that night was not over 20 killed and 30
wounded. We captured the nest (day) some of the rebs that were engaged
that night they state their loss at several hundred it was-old '
;Tonmbs* division nearly all Georgia troops !
Mc Clellan has got his army into a possiticn which,is.impregnable-and
the health of his troops is greatly improving - if government is proﬁpt
an furnishing more men I think Richmond can be taken this fall.
I hope (for) a more vigrous and decicive policy. We have now got rid
'of'grahy McDowl and got a true and brave man in his stead. We may
look for something in that direction Hunter in the Sothern
has done but little he will have to be ousted the oppointment of
Gen Halleck commander in chief I think gives general satisfaction
I think.it a good appointment at alllevnets we should have a military
head or chief. I think that Bafon Rogue is in our possession and the
capture of Murfreysboug was was of little importance :

Jim you must not get the blues for that would be usless this
Union is surely to be restored_ és far as the Rebbels.ére concerned



they cannot raise 100,000 more troops and if‘we-needs.we can Raisé ]
1000,000 there are plenty of loafers in our northern citties

that can come As well as not and.if they will not volunteer there is a
way to fetch such coots to time and I thlnk the soomer such means are
adopted the better show them no mercy but send them to the rescue

if we could have had 75,000 more men four weeks ago we could have had

Richmond
but by the gods it shall be ours at all costs I wish I could be there

at home I mean to help you cut your Rﬁg but it is impossible. I
received a letter from Gratia a few days since and one from Addie

Write soon good by for this time

RWWalker JWialker

* Tdomhs, Robert A
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Camp Near Harrisons Landing
July 28th 1862

Dear Brother _

SR rather we read a letter from you a few days ago T will now
reply 1 believe Reese€ did immediately The health & spirits of the
soléiers are improving & we are having comparatively an easy time
Chas; packard I suppose is taken prisioner he had not been with the
Regt for some time before We first crossed the Chickahommy but was left
in the rear to BeE to a few sick & afterwérds when the enemy turned our
right & got on our flank he was taken. The condish. of the other
plover boys is not bad. Now to the wound which had given you all sO
much uneasiness. We did not consider it worth mentioning g some of the
company did not know he had the seratch until days afterwards. The
gkin of his neck was geared by a spent ball. We wrote the first oport-
unity after we changed our position g several times since.

The F Boys'sebt a package BY Express to MeDill & Bro. containing §130.00
1 sent $40.00 & Reese 330;00 I mentioned it in a previous letter

but not knowing whether you read it ot not I thought prépef to mention
it again. Let us know if the Package has been Recd. I don't know as

1 have any news of importance to communicate I will there fore cloBe «
Give my love to our folks Mother in particular. hoping sool to hear
from you. I remain your affectionate Brother

FRWalker o
Keep Cooll on the present difficulties. The manner of running the
Machine 1is Materrally changed. public opinion will at this late day
sanction the change. It will tell from this out. Remember that in two
years at the rate thing have been done the year past. The male whites

of the south will be all children cripples & old broken down men
' Fear Na
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Note: Reese & Frank to James - . * Rl

Camp near Harrisons landing Aug, 13th, 1862

Dear Brofher :

We read yours of the 3rd night before last aﬁd as
. I have a little leisure this agternoon I will employ it in -
writing to you. Tc.beginlthé Plover boys are enjoying tolerable
good health although H. Russell and C,M. Dunsmore are complain-
ing a 1ittle. T think they will soon be all right agein.
I am glad to learn that the money sent went through 8ll right.
1 have allotted twenty dollsrs to you which you will receivé-
from the stete bressurer next pay day.  But to explain "
Acording to an act of congress an act was passed by which
any oné in the army wishing fo send a part or the whole of
thelr wages home:= ____cen do solthfough thé government
'plaﬁe of deposit instead of heving it paid to them &nd then
sending.it themselves,
We expect-to léave here every hour our nsp sacks and the most
of'éur camp eguinage was taken to the landing and put on board
boats day before yesterday, jThe general opinion is that
we go to-join Fope this iniﬁion is strengthened by the news
in tedeys paper 1t is that % battle is end has been going on
for two days -between Pope an& Jackson., One of our soldiers
just returned from Richmond says thst the rebbels have been
sending reenforcements to Jackson night and day for the last
week and théy swear that theJ will enter Washington in ten days.
No doubt they will make e de%perate effort before we get our

new trooﬁs into the field.



As to the Capt. ne sinks lower and lower in the estimation
of hlis men every day his eviH doings are to numerous and
damnable to mention. his meaness is notorous through out
our Co. our Regt., and in fact |the Brigade he is mentioned
only to be rediculed and cursed, f wiil'now close as Reese
said he will write some Give my love to all’ Mother in

particular

Frank R Walker

Brother James
As Frank has been writiﬁg %ﬁd has left space I will write a

few lines though Frank has written all of the news, My~

health 1s Tirst rate though this hot wether makes a man wilt.

I hear the Banks and Jackson are fighting. our troops hold

thelr ground if we can reenforce them in time we can saﬁe'
the Cavitol if the rebbels should succeed it will be huf
temporary for I think that our govermment is getting
terribly in ernist, When I received the information that
‘had calléd.fcr 360,000 mbgg_froops and if they were not
.forth comeing they should be compelled to I felt like
shouting to god or Abe Lincoln, For after one years of toil
and hard fighting and we had done so little compared to whaﬁ
there is to do and T know that we are to have ample |
reenforcements - 1t iﬁ_cheering news indesd McClellans little

band of herog have been nesrly over nowered ( reduced by

Q;'LU“.:.‘ELC\ o] :.,LJ\'
great) and forced to retreat., 1t was a sad specticle Indeed

to look upon the haggered and care worn faces after the 7



day fight. they had fought the enemy against Tearful odds
yes and congured tﬁem but to be left here to die from
disease and know that the cowardly pups in the north were
finding fault with our geslant leader but not willing to come
to the rescue. it was éiscouragiﬁg busineés but since

we ére to be peenforced and that speedily the men zre all
cheerfull and anxious to be led to the fray ena to reap

new laurels and glory even at the cannons mouth. We will

do the fighting if the new recruits will come end getrison- -
our forts and guard the towns that we captured. I think

we shall soom be able to capture Richmond and them.that

rebellion will be played ourl Jim send 2ll of the men you
cen spare from Plover. as yﬁu are & criple you can stuy
~and ettend to mothers at home Jim if you went eny material
for officers first send me a commission snd I will come and
except., I will close for this time for I em in a hurry

- good by my love to all write with the rest - write soon

RW Walker !
N |

Jim Walker I
il
|










Whartil by
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note: from Reese =

éléiandfi; Va. Sept 5th, (1862)

Dear Mother and Brotﬁer

_ As T heve a 1itt1e leisure I will: 1morove it in
wfiting, you have heurd with - out doubt that we have left .
the Peninsula and now occupy the old 11ne of fortifications
in front of Washlngton we have been here for the past week
we marched out to Centreville but did not arrive in time. to
“render any assistance on the battle field. it was a'bioody
fight and our forces were forced to retreat., "The army of
Virginia has suffered a heavy loss. they did not heave any
McClellan but they hed McDowell and his men say he is a base
traitor and I have thought so for e long time. I think he
should be remoﬁed_at all events for his men have'né confidence

in his loyalty .or ability Mother things look rather blue

but perhaps light may come our (of) darkness, Since McClellan

has resuﬁed command of the forces for the defense of
Washington all seem to feel confident that all will yet bé
well though the reninsula campaign was a failure still had
he had the cooperation 6f MeDowell we should doubtless had
Richmond era this. As regards Brother James I think it would
neither be just or wise for hin‘emnlist. two out of three is
enough. mnor do I think he could stand the erxposure for his
is subject tothe Rhumatism and it requires a men of iron
constitutibn Lo make. a soldier one especially who can render

his country a real service one Half of our army 1s useless

-




. isbme.have noldiéﬁosition while.others have mno tonstiﬁution
- my paQ't I think he had better stay at home and work his
farm éﬁd take care of you and Ade. . But T must close. for we
.ape_upder-marching orders,., Colonel thinﬁ.we will go to
ﬁgrpers ferry others to Baltimore 'still we may not move at .
present. Frank says if James enlisis-he will desert.
H. Curran ssys he should have 60’1ashes; Qo'jou have our
~opinion now I guess he will stey at Eome they could not
draft him enyway and T understandnthathlovar has sent her
quota .good by .your affectionate son ——— - -
R W Walker

to Gratis K. Walker
Brother James will you pleas to write us & short letter: and
tell us the news My love to all write.soon

‘Reese W.Walker
P.5. I saw Oscar Knight a few days since he is in the 107th

N.Y. Write write

Ada T will write you soon




"Adda T remain’ your brother

A — SRR (ST W i : A i * S
R i A R i PRI o L P :3_1“

.pote: ‘from Repss and Frank | & i Loctmmadosoa i

*.Fort A&vace Sunday Sept Bth (1862)

———

’Brother Jim

o~

: I find myself ses ted at the roots of an old oak
tree in the old Dominion state 'am on one side and Fuller oni
the other‘picking the rib of aﬁ ox I am well end the boys
fram Plover are well we left our. camp on'meridian Hill'lastﬂp

Tuesday night at 10 o clock P M and arrived here at. day

 bresak expecting every‘monent to face the enemv and try our

“muscle ‘but they failed to mgke_the connection and instead ofifiﬂ

fighting we were set at work building a fort and felling

timber which might interfere with the range.of_our cannon..
But I must tell'yoﬁ sone thing_about our location We_gre'
situated on a high piece of - ground about 1z miles from.

Chain,Bridge and 72 miles from Washington We were ordered

last night to cook rations for.2. days and eXpected to march

for the enemies lines but did not &tart for ‘reasons unknown

‘to me Our pickets are. in advance of the main body of the army

from 2 to 3 miles end there are frequent shots exchanged-
between our pickets and those of the enemy,-ltthink the boys
those from Stanton at least had rather fight fhan_shovel
sand they all express a great desire to fight and I think
they will all do their dutv. There are about 20 thousand

trOOps statianed at Fort Corcoran which 1is L miles diﬁtant_fi

from here 1t ia'impossible'tO'state'the“number-of troops
‘stationed here but there are enough to prevenﬁthe rebelsi_'
~erossing at this noint which is a very important one to us_,

“but I must give way for Prank give my 1ove to mother and _“

'}JWW___ (write soon?"' | [3wﬁﬁ§1kér'j"f.




v .-._P S '.E.’o have not received our pay yet but will send it to you : .

"fﬂoas soon as I get L RWW

.Brother Jénes
Much against mg will T take the pen to fill the sheet
'for there is no chance that suits me besides when,I begln
I want to write onough to $£ill such a sheet as this at ;east
and - this I have not time to do at present we afofall.foeling"‘“
oy well and enjoying as much as it is possible for ooopio
_haveing as weak intellects and debased natures as we have can'
'Johnny‘E had just come over here to gass and exchange lies'

o with us, the bovs are entertaining him while I attempt to 3
-owriteg they ars sprawled about in every concievabls position\
..whlch makes 1t imvrossible for them. all to get under' our bow : - \' .

-:7house e hardley knOW'what to compare the moise mado by thelr
';convarsation to T should not call it conversation. the
_maJorlty'of them?iiﬁoeséantlv if not more. - such a war of
jwords T never saw before.' VOlley follows vollev - get oo

-“Tfshot ocaasionallY' I stoo &nd return it to the begt“of'my

ability they'have oicked up quite a collection of Jokos and

-slang ohr ges and all aopear*to be anxious to appear a8

: witty as possible.

'ﬁ'éfimaginable. Perhaps you wlll ‘be surorised.at our"'

='tso contented and indifferent aparontly to what




'x{when 5§ tell you that our, pickets have been driven in'}~ L: ;_w_ﬁ;f

"miles and an enamy of unknown numbers is but 3 miles distant

and advancing night before 1ast the report waa that the enemy'f;i

was within 5 miles 50 thousand strong cryingaéuraguard

(? G T Beauregard) is our leader we have nothing to fear, k gffi,;

It is generally believed that Jeff 1s dead
_ ; L‘DI\YI%)

5 will wr;te you a 1etter as soon ‘ss poSsibleg;,;

I dont call this one
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 XXBAMEXE

Dear Brother ; .
~ Your letter orfﬁe?th came to hand this morning,(/'I was vary
sory to hear of the illness of Mother but hope she may be well when
' this shall reach you. There has been fighting along our lines for
the past5 days of the.results perhaps you are posted by the - paperﬁ//
our loss is varioESly estimated from 6 to 12, 000 killed and wounded.
our grand division which is commanded b{/ﬁen Franklin composed the
‘left wiE§ of Burnﬁides army last Friday/
forwagg/ﬁur pontoons were laid under éiemy fire and we crossed without

were ordered to move

'iopposition/the enemy occupied the hills about one mile from the rive{//'_j

their position:: is a strong one- where they arehlscreened by heavy -
timber /we have to cross a plain with S4tprotection f we advanced
about’ halfway to the woods when our gkirmishers came in contact with
those of the enemw. Artillery fireing had been going on in the mean
.tim%//éhot and shell flew thick and fast but nome of our regt were
 killed/ about 10 arf15 were wounded we were partially screened /

" from the enemies sharp shooters by a dirt fence which was parllfell
'tith our 1inas//£icket firing was kept up all day//we lay in line of
battle that night and infact roRall the time since untill last night
Hookers diviaion was ordered from the right and crossed the next day
~and went into the fight in good _ still but they were driveu back

on the main line with graat slaughter /Sumner had been’ -ﬁessing ",
“the right hard but failed to gain a foot hold//many attempts were
mad#io storm the ‘highte but they were as many times repulsed//

it is reported that Hancocks division which is in Sumners corps

(the famous Wick ﬂichardsgn d171sionfﬁade 3 guccessive chgrges and
ter?és often driven back/he had 4500 men an{ had 3,000 killed and wounded

oy
L* 5
v

 Gamp near'Fredericksburgh Va Dec 17th |

0
W

i At 7 oclock last night we were ordered to Lﬂz»ﬂﬁ%

knapsacks and fall in to line with all possibleflilence XWEXWEFEXXX
we supposed ve_lerelto.gbandoh the atack in the §enter and enforce
the right wing but we crossed the Rapahamock #nd the rebbels hold

our old line. .We can see them as they come out of the'woods and |
rumage our old ca?;//pick up what may have been lost or ieft-baﬁind e



__ - ' : ok : - it
-this is the first day pfﬂigieﬁesa\;ye have had in cémp for-ﬂearl;'; wenk////.
s0 much for Burnsidﬁ/(he may dq'welﬁ//?iank and I have some great
argument;/he is for Burnside and T am a st_rg_ri HcC?l.Lan man i‘,or qy
part T did not feel at all cofinfiant when we first crossed fﬁe river
nor while-we were there but the soldiers are to well disiplined

——

to falter no matter who leads /if we can succeed in tﬁrning one of
their flanks them they are goné‘ ____ Burnside had great energy and is
a good officer with out doubt but none cap excell HcCillen/ ood by
for this tiz;/gou may write soo we have not been paid yét/g
that you need not. send any money RWWalker

mail is

so ,uncertai

C:Hifound;the side
e ' some stamps would be vary welcome I shall use my last
one on this letter '
I saw Capt Drake and shook hands with him this morning
: 5 Y  Their brigade was not engaged in the fight
()J\a @.\T’f_ut;g I saw Fred Wesmor and many o'f_' the Rapids boys
give my love to all and write soon and often as you can afford b

}NazcEthtb




Jffl JOSHUA MEIER
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