’ 1-
Qur small town of Jefferson, Wisconsin is midway between Milwaukee
and Kaedison. : :

XZlfred J. and Harriet Maylole Olurch were 28 and 26 years of age
respectively when thess lettsrs were written. They had been married
7 years and had two eons, frank 5 and Charles 3.

Two more children were borm after the war. James in 1867 and Liary
in 1870. James was my Fathsr,

lat letter
Head JQuarters
Eighteenth Regiment, Wiscomsin
Volunteers
Camp Trowbridge '
iilwaukee , Merch 28th, 1862

Dearwife,

I will write a few lines to let you know that I am well but I did not
feel very well the first or sscord days, tat T feel very well tow and
dear I hope this will find you the same and the dear little children.

0 how I would like to wee you all., e are getting ready to go tomorrow.
They are making out a list of wen of families to send to Madleon today
8o you will not have any trouble in getting your money, It le $2
aplece for the children instead of §1 so you will draw nine dollars

a month. They are paying off the men today. Get along as well as

you can., We will coms out all right yet. .

2nd letter

april 14, 1862
Fitteburg Landing, Tennsssee

Dear Wife »

You may think it strange I do not write to you, dear but I have lost
my paper and everything except what I had on the worning of the
battle. But thank God I am unhurt, althc I had a very narrow 23cape.
My cap was shot off my head and torn 2ll to pleces but I am alive.

T am not well., I have had the diarrhes very hard and that old pain
in my back but I hope to be Better scon. O dear, if you could ses
the sorrows of the battle field after a battle you mever could see
dmother. It is the hardest fought battle ever fought. I will write
you a long letter in a few days as soon as I can get some paper amd
stamps end envelopes. I think we will leave here in a few days. 1
hope so for Tennessee is rot country for notthern men,

Our regiment is all cut to pieces. ¥e have not a Pield officer left.

1 am a grest ways from home now. They did not let us etop at St.
Louis but sent ue south. We got here in time %o be in the hardest
fought battle ever fought in the lnited Stetes. Our eegiment was
placed clear in fromt of the whole srmy, but the Colonel is dead
to pay him for calling us a well drilled regiment. But it is all
for the best. 1 made two bite the duet. I have a good deal to
tell but I must walt until I get home. I will write again soom.
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ond letter contimed.

1 have lived years in a few days. I am not sorry 1 came for I have
seen a groat desl. : .

1 tis very warm here today. The trees are all leaved out and the
fruit trees are in blossom. How is it there with you? It has rained
most all the time here. 1 am Very tired and must stop. I s= inmy
tent on the battlefield ahere I did my first fighting. Ky knepsack
is held on my knses. So Parewell, dear wife,

Erﬂ.e scon
God blese you

A J Church

3rd letter

April 15, 1862
Pitteburgh lLanding
Tennssnse

Dear Wife and Children,

I will try end srite a fow linss to you to let you know I au alive
but ot well, If you could see me now you would lsugh. I om nitiing
on my blanket in the tent and writing on a drum head. We are camped
on the old battle ground where one of the bloodiest battles evar known
on or in the U. S. wes fought. Dear, it was 2 trying tiss to us all,
The ensmy was within 10 rods of me before I heard the word "retreat.”
There were bub 5. of us on the field when the captain told we to run,
and 1 d4d run I tell you. The balls flew around e 1like hail stones.
Wy cap was all shot to pleces on Wy heead.

iy dear wife, 4 1 could ege you 1t seems that it would be all I ask
but it can't be noOW. I hope it will mot be long before I can 86¢ you
and the bables. God bless them. T am very wesk ab present. I have
had the diarrhea 6 or 7 days. We got hers on gaturdey noon at the
lending and marched 4% miles and pitohed our tente, then T had %o go
out on picket guard 1% wilee frow the cemp and was oub all night.

1 had only Just got into cemp 4n 4he morning when the firing began.

1 had no Supper; breekfast or dinrer. 1 came across GeOTES Crist
and he gave me 2 orackers. 1 s2e GOOTEe end Thomes Phillips every
‘day. They camp & 1ittle waye Trom here, Frivate Bemnstt 38 & coward
and all the company gays 80. F® ie on his way to Jefferson, tHe was
not in the fight at all. When the Tiring started he was +aken sudden=
1y 111, and left the ranks. You ¥&¥ tell this but don't 411 who or
how you got it. 1 bope I will have 80me monsy before long 4o send.
The Covernor of @isconsin ies here to see the yisconsin trooPs. - He
had to shed tears when he addressed our regiment. He gsaid it wes
but o freguent of the regiment that he saw take the boat ab gt. Louls
end he is right. FHe has reorgenized our regiment end gppointed new
field officers. 1 do not know vt be interds %o do with ue tut we
will know soon. There will be enother big fight in = few days. There
are about 250,00C men here NOW and more coming every day. It is sou®
5 miles from here to where they are going: The rebsls Pought like
devils in this battle "he Battle of Fittsburgh Landing" it is called
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3rd lettsr contimied

You will see acecounts of 1t in the papers. I shall have soms long

b, ST

yarns to tell you when I come home, if T ever do gome, I will send et

some money if I can get some. It 'is hard work to get stazpe and
paper. Stamps are 5 cents and paper 5 cents for 2 sheets, -

4th letter
April 22, 1862
Ky dear Wife,

I vill'now write a few more limse to you. I have tried to gt
some money but it ie impossible. There is not any to be had. But
I will get it in a few days. iy health is better than 1t =as. 1
was ovar and took dinnsr with Dibble and Bill Baker, R. Sanborn

and Web Colborn. They are all well. I saw Frank and Hank Kelsey.
They ars well. I was glad to see the boys. They were in hearing of
our guns when we were fighting but the woods was so ddep they could
not get to us. We have had a very rainy time of it. The sun shines
out fine today. Dear, I hope they will send us back but I can't
tell yet. The Governor was drowned down in Savannah. He was
stepping from ane boat to another :md fell in. It wae sad naws

to the soldiers. He had some of our papers with him. Herv hae
been siek but he fesls better %oday. FHow I wish I could send you
some woney. I might send you the 5 I have but dear, I want e.
little by me. I wish you would send me a stanp when you write

for they ere hard to got here. Kiss %he babes for me, 1 wieh

1 could kiss you all but we must live in hopes. You must have
everything done that you went dear. I will have money soon and

you wlllget yours soon.

5th letter May 9th, 1862

_ Plttsburgh Landing, West Tenn,
You want me to tell you how I felt in the battle., I will, We got
to our camp ground Saturday night the 5th and I wae one selected
to go.out on picket guard that night. T was very tired but the
captain wanted 10 of the best and bravest men in hie compeny and
I must go. I tell you it was no time for play thet night. I wes
80 mear the emsmy I could hear thewm talk and walk but it was so
dark I could not eee them. I did not sleep much that night, Ve
had juet got into camp in the morning when the cry "to arme" cexe
ringing through the camp. I wae soon in the line of battle and T
mist say I wae surprised at myself for I was as ocool as if I were
et home going out to chop some wood. I was in the front ranks and
when the ensmy came up and fired on us I took good aim at them and
fired and loaded myigun end looked up and they were within e fow
yards of me. They were yelling as loud as they could yell and i%
made me mad. Thors was a savage looking rebel with a sword in one
hand and a revolver in the other coming right for ms and I took
good aim et him, Down he went., Then T heard for the firet time
the word "retreat.” fThe esptein said to run for your life. T
looked around and they were all gons but ths Captein, myself and 2
others and then I did run. Then for the first time I began to be
scared. It wes not of being shot but of being taken prisonsr.
But God saw fit to spare me both. With the balle flying around

L
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Tth letter July 2, 1862

Keokuk, Iowa
THE TREE COF ILIBEHI’Y

Traitor, spare that tiee! _
Touch not a single bough!
In youth it sheltersd e,
and 1'11 protect 14 now.

Dear, dear wife,

1 can't wait any longer for an answer from you so I must wride again
for I am getting lonesome and tired of this pPlace. I am about the
same. I gain a little but very slows © how I wish you were hare

love, but I must eontsnt uyeelf and hope for the best. I think we
will be eent to the et .te of Wiswonein before long. There wae an
agent here a few days ago and took down our names, where we live

and our diseaee. He is from Wiccuméin end hps gone on down the

river. He will be back in a few days. I wish he would come and

teke us all home. I don't think I will ever be able to go into the
aray again, I would rather be thers than hera. I'm penned up like

@ hog to Fatien. We ecan't go out of doors only 1 hour every svening
and it makes hard feelinge among the soldiers. The water is Very poor,
1t is Kisalseippi water and a man can't get rid of this disvase as
long a8 he drinks it. Tell Mras, ¥orritt I wish I had a drink (of her
water). T have not heard from the Regluent since I left. John Currier
wrote for cur diseriptive roll but they have not come vet. Ye cannot
get any pay until we get them and I don't know as we can then. They
day the benk will take them at 5 cents discount on a dellax. ‘They may
have mine if I cen goi the uwoey on it., There are 900 sick nere in
these 2 hospitels. There are 700 im this one and they expsct 500 more
every day. The doctor says he can't give any furloughs or diecharges
under 3 weeks. I don't know how it will be then. I know if T could.
get wy discharge soon I would be 2% howe where my heart is. Evary day
and night my thoughte are of little Charley and Frankie., God bless them,
How I do want to see them., Tell them Pa has not forgot the knife yet,
He will feteh ons when he comes and kiss them for me. Give my love to
Hother Maydols., Tell her I aw trylng to he a good boy so she will
ghws me sowething good tc sat when I gt howe, I wish I could be there
for dinmer today.

8th letter

I was weighed yeeterday and I weighed 10C 1bs. I don't ' ink you would
know me if you should meet we or the street. Henry has not sold that
lot yet, has he? e must have that. The 12%th of this month I will have
4 months pay due and 12 7 &et a discharge I shall get all %hs noney. If g
Purlough, only 2 or 3 wonths ray which will be $52 to eay noghing about
my work in the kitchen. §52 for 4 wonths. We have %o welic down 4 pairs
of steirs %o meals. That is & hard task but if T don't go down to my
meale I can't go out in town and 1 would rather go #mile than to keep
shut up here in thie hole day and nights Oh, if I ever get to be ny
own nigger onse More T shall lkrow how to prize it. Wolly I have been
down to dlnner, I will teli yeu viet we hed.  S=an, soup, bresd and
wolasses, corned beaf, boiled ham and petatoes, That is good food for
a slok man. Those that have this diarrhea, their doctors don't aeare
anything about. They try %o keep him so sick or just sick enough to
keep him here eo they san make their §100 or 2125 a wonth for doctoring

him,
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Heading of 8th letier. '

A nstion of freemen that moment shall fall
Whati these stars ehall bs trailed on tha sreund,

11th letter -
July 31, 1862
Reokuic, Towa

Dsar, dear }Fife,_

I received your kind but I think rether enol lotter last night, I
had mede up oy aind you were sick for I did not get en enswer a3 moon
a8 I have before. by love, I am very sorry {o hear you are sc unwell,
I hope this will find you in better health and desr little Oharley,
It makes we homesiok but it is no use of being eo for I sxpect I shall
have to stey here until I die or they see Pit to send me home or to
the Regimant, I en ot 90 well as whep T last wrots but I Feel better
this morning, 1 8ot s letter Prom gal three days ago, They were all
well. Old Mr, Blaeke is here from Minneapolis, He looks bad. He wae
tickled to death %o ese ue. His son-in-law died lap+ night at 5 ¢'elock,
The old man feels bad uud i feol bad for him., He says he has had luck
in ®ons-inilay,

My dear, you say you shall go up to 4, &, avery'e to spend the winter
for you cannot surpert the femily, My God, am I to blaae for that?

If T could get = esnt of oney I would send it %o yous I don't age
why you don't get Jour wondy Crom the Stats. There ia sousthing wrong,
Had Cad got her Boney? I have aog 9% my diseription roll yet, I
received the letters but no roll. T thialk you had better ist Henry
have the cow. @o to iother's and board.. 1 shall have uoney by and by
amd will send all she asks if she will take you and take cars of you.
You can nail up the kouse or rent it or do what you plesse with it 80
you ecen get @« place to stop until I get howe, if I gver can, but I
think I shall in tire. Do mot work any more love, for ny sake, but
80 and hboerd 1f you have o sell everything we have. The U. 3, 18
Paying us encugh to ksep a fawily, 1f they can't Y will run away

end go and take ¢ars of mins wyself. I aw too nervous to write today.
Tell Avery's folke when you write them Charlasg Atkins is here. He ong
I am togsther aost of the tiwe, He 13 g fine fallow but T am afraid
if he doesn't go Yioms soon he never wiil. They are having the emaell
POX in the hospital. I have bgen waceinated but it didn't work, I

- shall iry it again for I don't want that,

Write me scon and let ne know how you are gotti,ng along., I shixll be
yory anxious to hear from home, exouss thie short letter. givs ny
love to =11,

from your affectionate hushand 3
A. J. Church

13th letter
dugust 135, 1882
Taokuk, lova

The food is sueh that I can't eat it but it ie mo worse for me than
many othsrs hers, I think I may get out of this hospital aa soon ag
the excitement 1s over. I can get wy élscharge if 1 %ill pay §20
for it. I don't know what 4o do. 7 want to go home to my family
bad enough but I don't feel like Paying $20 for it. I think they
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13th letter continued

wlll give 38 one befors long but I eaa't tell, I have been to dinner,
I will tell you what I had, Baksr'a bread, boiled heep and little

potatoes. What kind of food is that Por o siek wan?

If you can get the lot for $20 you may try to get it, If I get my
d¢lscharge and all Gy woney I don't think T shall keep that place

long for I want more land, I want an acre of land ard then we can
relse all our garden stuff, You oan do as you 1like about 1t but if

we had the other lot we could sell or trade it to a betier adventage,
Oh love, I must tell you of my adventure the othsr day, I wag:-taking
2 walk and stopped to gt @« drink et a well. 4 lady cawe out. T asked
her for a few of her tomatoes to eat. She told me to g0 and hel; my~
self. Whon ¥ got bsck to the well she made ne go into the front room
ard stay till after Supper. It was a good oia, and shs told me to eall
agein. So you eee, I tavs found a friend here, 8he is o soldierts
wife. Her huebund ig g Lieutenant, They are fine folks, 1 ghall
eall again sosn,

14%h letter
Keokuk, August 20, 1862

I was in hopss Wiseoiain would a0t have to draft but I am afraid she
will, Thers dre great times in this eity. Thers are g lot of new
#oldiers coming in here, new recruits, They are fine looking nean,

I hope they wont have to g0 through whet T have been through. I am
getiing horgeick for I have heen sick se long. I want to go home and
se¢ ny family and see if it will impreve ay health. They ore sending
off & lot of soldlers to their reglcents every day. There are not
haelf as meny hers in the hospital now that there wers thrse wesks
8gd. I ax very sorry to hear Father is keeping that rum ehor but
you nsed not have any fears of my vislting that or any other whiskey
shop.

From wour ever true hushand
ﬂ.- Jl Chui"eh
15th letier Auguet, 26

I have a great deal of pain in uy slde and breast., The doclor says
I have got the dyspepsia. I think that is not all that ails T8. Ky
back 1a getting very lams. ;

You may think me foolish 7pr being lonesome in this big oity where

the drum and fife ars going all dauy long and boat loads of raw sclidiers
are coming every day but, my love, it all has no chern for we, I am
away from the one I love, If she, my lgtty, were with ne tnen it would
be different but here I am alons ard sick,

I had a2 lettsr from Qal yesterday. (Gal 48 his brother), T wianh %e
had ¢oni me 2 dollar Yolbuy me sonataing to eat. - Bverything is very
¢heap in this ¢ity. You ean get 12 rice appi-g oy » centy, There

are plenty of melons and 2veryining you ean think of in the narket to
sell but 1% does we no good. It makes me Peel bad, If you have more

than you need, plesse send me 81,
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Sept. 12, 1862

I got $47.65 for 3 wonths pay.. I'm paid up 4o the lad of July., I
will eend you $10 in thise letter and 510 in the next and so on until
1 send §35 or $40. _ - ;

I don't want you to go up to Averys yet on asoount of the Indians.
They are getting very bad up in the rorthern bauré of that state so
the papers say.

Ksokuk, Octobar 6, 1862
Dear, dear Wife,

I received your iind ietter todey snd was glad 4o hear you were a
getting better. I nave been very aaxious to hsar from you sinee you
last wrote: I au about the sams. I was very sick s few days ago

but am bstter todey. .: long us I stey in the hospital I will never
be any better. I wie® I could be hous wlth vou., I think with your
kind care anmd s good dootor I uight get well tut T em here and like
% etay & while, I dui.'t know how long, love. I I hed money I would
send for you to come t6 see me but I have none. Ky diseription ceome
the day I wrote you last but I can't £e% any money untii the Piyst

of September or aecountc T the pay rell not being made out right,
Darn the fools of clerks in this hospital. Isn'i that too bad, desr
when we want it so badiy? Well, when it does cowe in there will be
more of it but we meed it eo much., If I had a little to by me
seotning to et in town I would like i%t. T don't know but Cal will
send me some altho I did not ask hin %o. The boye sre all up tonight,
There is great exeiiement. The citizens are all under armwe. They
are afrald the rebsls are & coning to takes this town. They took one
S miles below hers wid ‘hey went dewn Prom here, drove them out,

took 52 prisoners, a lot of horses and other things, I wish the
rebels would cows awd take ¢his place., I uight 28 well e e ¢risoner
of war as one in the hoepital. The boys are swekring about not getiing
their mwonsy. I thought I could spend the evening with more plessure
staying in and writing vou than going out with the rest of the boys .

I saw old Mr. Blake ioday. He ie very bad of'fs, He ssys he wont live
& week. I told hiw not to talk 8o, he would be bsiter in a few days,
John C. 18 getiting as &t us & hog. 1 do not hear anything from ay
Roegiment, I don't know but what they have beem taken by the rebeis.
There was & rapori ihere was a large company of Rebsls marching 1o
Corrinth. I gues=z the 18th will have sore Pighting to do. Tell Carry
I wish her much joy with her 1ittls girl but wish it had besn a boy.
She will heve to try again, I wish I could see 2y 1little pills. They
would not know their Fa, I have not had o shaye since I left hows
and my whiskers and wmstache are vary long. If Cal sends me soue money
I will have ay likenmsse taken and esnd to you. I A, B. Avery would
manage any way to get me out of here we would go and stay with his
family this winter and next summer. I aum entitied to wmy discharge

by law. I have beesn eway from wy Regiment most 4 months now and I
don't think I will ever be abls to go to it again., Y wish you would
write me eomething shout father and what he is doing, 1 would like

to hear., 1 would write %o him but I have no Hmouey to pay postage.

iy eide and back pain we so I must close. Cive ny love to all my
inquiring friends. 7ell Hother Waydole I have 0% ny testanent

read most thgough amd when I have it dore che met send ws a big
custard pile,
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October &, continued.

Well 1% 4s potiing dark, love and T will close by sending wy love to
all znd all my heart 14 sourself. Fise the litile ones Tor =s but
don't let any one kiss you for B¢ Tor I want all of them myse 1,
Ain't I piggish?

Your husband
True' fegrevar,
Alfred J, Chureh

They are ringing the fire beil far the men to get their guns and fall
in the ranke, Oh, there is fun here f0We ;

irite soon, my dear, for 1% 1a all the pleasure I have, getting letters
from you. )

2124 letrer
_ September 13, 1862
Beloved Wife,

I will try snd write = few lines to let you know I aw alive end that
1s about «11l, I fecl as if T an foing 4o have the ague. 1 can't
wrlts today, ny love. How I wish 1 ¢ould coma hows to you. I am
howesick wkth all the rest, That zakes 1t bad. I hed all Wy money
stolen from under wy hewd so you see T haeve not & cent to help mysclP
toenything. Oh, 17 I had & comple of dollers %0 buy we sowething to
eat it would rot bs eo bed. Don't blams e my dear, I left uy pents
under my pillow snd weri down to the baelk house about 12:00 o'clock
at night and thet 1e the time 1t was done. I had an examination to-
day. The doctor gave me sows nwedicins and told we I must not go out
@oday. I have beon’ juite siek. 7'a some ‘boiter tonight. I have sent _
£35 to you. Did you get it all? "Phe doctor did not tell we what hg
ie going to do with me. I wigh I could find out.

Keokuk, Octobey 27, 1842
Dear, dear Wifs,

I received u letter fron you last night and I was glad to hear you were
all well, I am the same. I did not write sooner for I wanted to Pind
out what they were s going %o do with me,.. I hed uy fute deoided lust
night, I am to go howe as scon as I can get my dlscharge. I don’t
know how long it will bs before I will get it. The peymaster will be
here to pay of'f discherges, that will bs good for me. Ok, how I long
to clesp to my heart my love and little onss. God apsed the time,
You go to ¥r. Young and %8ll hin to 1et you have whai you wani for
yourself and the ¢hildren and I will be heme so-n ad pay Lim, Tell
him ae a friend I ask it of him. I have not one cent now. As For
the cow, if sha 1o dry let scize farmsr Seke her to winter. I hope.
1t will not be very cold when I get howe so I can Pix up our little
home, Oh, why didn't they let ma go = zonth 4go but I am noi gome
yet. I am very sorry that money did not get home but there are a
numbsy in the sase fix. I have lost $22 out of $47. That is hard
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October 20 leiisr oontinued

but I will try to get along. If you do not go up to Averys and the
house is cold go %o Mother Maydole's and stay until I eous howe ard I
will fix the houss co we ean live in it and not freeze. 1 go hone
by way of iudison to get thet etate money, Don't make un vour mind

I am coming howse for the fate of & soldisr is uncertain., I hepe I
nay soon see you again. Give my love to kother and Fathrer liaydole
and all the rest of uy Priands,

rite ae soon as you zet this.
Your ever true husband
A, J. Thureh
Newspapsr eliyping included with ome of the letiers.
I'11 Tell Pa #hen Ha Cozse Howe.

& frisnd of curwe, who had %taken zraat pride for ssveral years in
cultivating a full erop of hair upon his face, was called away from
home soms time sisce, Wrile absent, an inexzerienced barbsr spoiled
his whdskera i trimsing them, which so chagrined him that he direect-
ed the barber Lo mske u 2lean smecp of it by shaving whiskers and
massache both off. The barber obgyed, and our Priend's fece was

as smootl awd delicute ze when in his teens. He returned home in
the night, Hext uerning his little gzirl did net recgognize him on
walking vp. looking over at her mother, and ssoing, as she supj osed,
a atrangsr in bed, she vemarked in her childish eimplicity, s ister,
get out of thers; I'll tell wy Pa when he gomes honel®

174h letter
September 4, 1862

I have becn dowr to the river Lo see the 19th Regiment start for the
fisld of battle, T hove they Yeve better luck then ours did. There
werea a good msny wel eysz thers., Fethers, dothers, sistere, brothers
and dear, deunr wives parting with thade moet dear to their rearts,
perhaps for the last time. I1{ wes a scens I did not carz shout
stopping long to see so T stavited Por my room and am trying to write
‘to you.

Ther:z has been a changs made hure of Sargente. Dr. Hughes, the head
Soctor of all the hospitals, was iurned out today and Dr, #iller of .
St. Louis has taken his plags., I hope he will do betier For the sick
soldiers. There will be o chuusge in things hers I think. Those who
are able to z0 %o their regiments will be sent there and thoss who
are not will be sant howe, If I was able to go to my Pegiwsnt I
would go and stey by them until cur union ies =aved or lost. it
looke dark at present but I dhisk all will cowe out right yet and
reace restored to all. :
CIHO 'aNY13A31D
'oa1a 3383jwds Wbmn ose
alozliag g - N
September 11, 1862

You spesk of John Bennett in your le:tter. Do you think I would
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18th letter continued.

do as he has dons? o, dear, never, ' T want only my Hetty while I
live if God sses £it 4o taks har Pirst 1 don't want i stay long
after. If I po first she 6an do as she likes but i4 4s By last
roquest that my children mvsr have R siar~father,to briéne them up,
You may blams ws for thio but T will not Fiva wy ressons now, I
wiil tell you i? we ever nest egain and I hops ws will, dear, before
long, There ors en many soldiers xivas bome hare to ses them it
uskes @9 want to sas you dsar, very much, Bt we sre roor, love
and mst save our monsy for the $&ke of the little loved ones we
have in our ehiarga. Young Polks” have tough tines now-a-days. Yes,
uy love, thers ia a happy tims iv store for ne. ¥e have got through
our tough times desr and ceme out winners for which I will try and
neke you the hapriest of wives i I can by wy love and action to you.
I hope I ean come home sson and prove it to you for T don't believe
vyou ¥ill beliave r= hy my writing it but it is neverthelsss true.

I tell you things lack very dark at present., The Pebsls are back
to where they wers ors yeer 8go. It is too bad to have so many
lost to gein that ground and have i% lost again. They will nave
possession of thwt part of Tennessse in which we put 8o hard 4o
gain. I hope trey will not but things logk bad, This war will
not end until slavery e abdlished and all the slavee sent out of
the ccuntry. '

¥rite of'ten love, ¥ umust close.
Your asver 4rue husband
£1fred J. Chureh

Py 8. august 30th lettaer, HEpve you heard from Cynthie Brown
lately? The Indiens are raining ned up there. The 3prad Finnesotg
Regimont went up yesterday o fight the Iniians. T hope they
will kill evary ome of them,

What the encyclopediag has +a say abeodt the Civil war.
AMERICAN CIVIL WiR

4 conflict lasting Tour years in the United 3tates of America
batween 1l 3tates of the South, whick asserted their right to leavs
the Union, and the States and Territoriza of the North, which

were determined to maintain the Union, The Southern States
contained 2lightly ovsar half the porulation of the Northern

States whish renained 4n the Union. At the opening of the conf'liect,
an independent govermment, the Confaderate Statee of Ameriea Wus
set up., The Civil War began when the guns of the South fired on
the Pederal Fory Sumter, Charleston flarbor, South Carolina on
April 12, 1861, and ended with the surrender of Coneral Loo at
Appomatiox, Virginia on April 9th, and of Gensral Johnaton at
Gresneboro ov Avril 26, 1865, Approximately 4,000,000 troops

took part ir the war, which resulted in the preservatlon of the
Union, 2bolition o? alevery, and wany lugortent saelal and econe
omie changssa,
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Excerpts from Harriet E, Chureh to her hugband 41fred J,

Dearest Husband, ' £ 4 July 15, Jeffzrsen,
; : K ¥iscumdin
I received your king letter vesiterdsy and wag very glad to hsar that
you are better than mLen you vwrote befere. T have besn wourning for
you ae dsad. kr. Colburmn wert te hotherts snd tnlg her that your name
caife in his Papor on tne iist of thpse that died in the hospital and
he did not find out his wistale for fivs TOUYE 80 you uay ges for
yourself thet I have been = wildow in esrmest and Gog alone can dog-
eribs xy Peelinge snd what seemed the worst to we wan thet you shonld
dis down thers uway from your Tanily and be burded. I should nsves
know how or whaws. Ch, dear ore, yau don't kow how dearly sour

wife does love you but it 4 useless Lo tell yay of 14 for you have
been convinesd cof i1 in & grent wany ways, :

s - T

I went down %o ithe naves Saturday to see the ezrpany start for Wad isorn,
There ware 100 of them. It was & sad alght, I never want to witness
it agu.'in. 1

Oh, Alf you don'%: knew how hard 1 have worked tnis Suimier, I am going
to tell you how I earned the dollar I sent to you. I went ovar to

Stebbe' tavern and ironed Por two days and did chamber work for a
hﬁlf dly. - ) T

You think you shall go back to your Regiment. I don't want you %o,

I want you %o cous home. I have aluost 2 good w@ind ty take the nonay
that you sent and coma out to 800 you Por it seams ng in I must g9e you
before long. 17 4o did rot Besd the liouss Cived 80 naoh T would, 1
thinic we had begtsr st the lot and then have 4he “ouse raised up ang
a cellar fixed under it.  PFather thioks it will cost twsndy dallars.
Can #e afford it? Write amd tell ne., I shall pit svery cont 4hat you
send me into the houss after the lot is said for.
I have had a great “any messes of green pese out of the garden. Vouw
I wish, ny dear, that you eould b hers and help mz eat them, 719 you
get gourypey I would like to have you send ms your 1likensss if you
don't feel too poor.

A letter from broiher cal Chureh in Minnesrolis eays, “Ye are all
going up in the timber blackberrying in tho woraing 4o e gone Lhree
days, I want to maks 8028 wire out of raspberriss. de have 42 gallons
of cranberry 7ire, 5 of surrant and 0w we are alter ragpberrisg for
the same,



