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Description of Camp Utley,
Racine, Sunday, Feb. 15", 1862
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[text is along right side of page]
My bunk is the

top one, or third
from the bottom

It is nailed up
except the side next
to the middle of the
room. [ have two
shelves on the east
side, the lower one
serving as a writing
desk. The lake shore
is about forty rods
east of us, a
red-oak grove
between it and us.
It is a mile and

a half to the
business part of

the town. Between
that an d our camp
there is nothing but
pretty houses and
churches. Clarence
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To all the
dear friends
at home.

Having a good chance
to send my letter free, and having
changed my mind about going
home, I have concluded to write
again. | am all right as far as
health is concerned. We have
done no drilling since we have
been here, consequently we have but little
to do. I have just been out on
the lake shore. Old Lake Michigan
changing everyday presents
a new scene this morning. The
lake was all froze over as far
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as I could see about four inches
thick. All this great body of

ice was slowly moving northward,
the edges rubbing off against

the banks. A \few rods

to the south, along the lake shore,
we saw a green red oak tree,

about fifteen inches thick, through
the center of which a canonball
and passed, tearing the tree

nearly in two. The ball was
projected from one of the canon
belonging to the battery boys. The
distance was about forty rods. By
this you can see with what force
these balls are sent.

Yesterday we had quite a fuss in camp.
We have a guard stationed at each
door of the room. Sid Howard was
one of these guards, his place
being at the front door. He had
orders to guard an apartment
containing a few muskets, a tool chest
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a writing desk &c. Charlie Holt

came along inquiring for the

muskets. He was told where they was.

Sunday, Feb 16™ 1862.



He stepped into the room to get
one. Sid told him he had orders to
keep persons out of there. Charlie
said he would go out when he got
ready. Sid pricked him with

his bayonet. Charlie then struck
him twice with his fist. For

this offence[sic] he was sent to the
guardhouse for only two hours.

The 14" and 15" of this month were
the coldest days I have known this
winter; but with two big stoves,

the pipe red hot for four or five
lengths, night and day, we have
kept quite warm.

I write this letter to let you know
that there is no knowing when |
shall go home. There is no certainty
about anything here. Our over-
coats are here, and we expect to
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get them tomorrow; and we expect
to be mustered in a week from
Tuesday; and I expect to go home
a week from Wednesday; and we
expect to get our pay the 1*
of March, but no one knows
anything about anything.
You needn't look for me at all
that's the way to do it.
I have just got into a squad of
ten men, who cook for themselves.
This makes the third squad of that
number which has been formed lately.
I have just received

an answer to my letter to S[?]
They are all right. Please answer this
soon. — I expect to send this
tomorrow by [?] Redfield, or some one
else.

C. A. Danforth

Racine



