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Kenosha, WI — The Dinosaur Discovery Museum in Kenosha, Wisconsin, is looking
forward to celebrating its 20th Anniversary this year. Since opening in 2006, the
Museum has been a Federal Repository for fossils, specimens and bones found by
Carthage College students, staff and volunteers. Over the past two years, the Museum
has been working with Carthage to update a twenty year old agreement granting the
College use of the lab in the Museum’s lower level for the Carthage Institute of
Paleontology (CIP). During this period, Carthage College made the decision to
conclude the CIP program, and the agreement between the College and the Dinosaur
Discovery Museum expired on January 4. As part of this transition, equipment owned by
Carthage College was returned to campus.

Kenosha Public Museums Executive Director, Kristine Camilli, says the Dinosaur
Discovery Museum is “grateful for the discoveries made by Carthage College students,
staff and volunteers through the fieldwork they have performed. While a formal
agreement no longer exists, the school and museum have a strong relationship, and we
continue to work together to provide resources to students at all three of our museums,
including the Dinosaur Discovery Museum, Civil War Museum, and Kenosha Public
Museum.”

As a designated Federal Repository, the Dinosaur Discovery Museum continues to
accept, curate, and steward fossils collected under permits that list the Museum as the
official repository. These specimens, recovered from lands administered by the Bureau
of Land Management (BLM), are federal property and are preserved for research,
education, and the benefit of the American public.
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In keeping with its responsibilities, the Museum supports research access from scholars
around the world. A full-time Dinosaur Discovery Museum lab supervisor, recognized by
the BLM, oversees the fossil collection, research requests, and ongoing laboratory
activities.

Museum visitors will soon see some physical changes to the lab space, including a
more efficient setup for researchers, and a better view for the public to see the work that
is being done. Staff are actively working on getting the database of the fossil collection
online so it will be accessible to researchers around the world. Over time, more
programs for citizen scientists of all ages will be held at the Dinosaur Discovery
Museum.

As the Dinosaur Discovery Museum celebrates its past accomplishments (we’re having
a 20th birthday party on August 15!) we are also looking to the future. Camilli says, “We
are enthusiastic about the prospect of additional collaborations with local and national
researchers, elevated programming and more opportunities for students and faculty
from all fields of study, and for Kenosha residents and visitors to experience deeper
engagement with the Museum collection.”
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